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Biologically, there is only one quality which distinguishes us from animals: the ability to laugh. In
a universe which appears to be utterly devoid of humor, we enjoy this supreme luxury. And it is a
luxury, for unlike any other bodily process, laughter does not seem to serve a biologically useful
purpose. In a divided world, a laughter is a unifying force. Human begins opposing each other on a
great many issues. Nations may disagree about systems of government and human relations may be
plagued by ideological factions and political camps, but we all share the ability to laugh. And laughter,
in turn, depends on the most complex and subtle of all-human qualities: a sense of humor. Certain
comic stereotypes have a universal appeal. This can best be seen from the world-wide popularity of
Charlie Chaplin’s early films. The little man at odds with society never fails to amuse no matter which
country we come from. As that great commentator on human affairs, Dr. Samuel Johnson, once
remarked, “ Men have been wise in very different modes; but they have always laughed in the
same way.”

A sense of humor may take various forms and laughter may be anything from refined tinkle to an

earth-quaking roar, but the effect is always the same. Humor helps us to maintain a correct sense of
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values. It is the one quality which political fanatics appear to lack. If we can see the funny side, we
never make the mistake of taking ourselves too seriously. We are always reminded that tragedy is not
really far removed from comedy, so we never get a lop-sided view of things.

This is one of the chief functions of satire and irony. Human pain and suffering are so grim; we
hover so often on the brink of war, political realities are usually enough to plunge us into total despair.
In such circumstances, cartoons and satirical accounts of somber political events redress the balance.
They take the wind out of pompous and arrogant politicians who have lost their sense of proportion.
They enable us to see that many of our most profound actions are merely comic or absurd.

The sense of humor must be singled out as man’s most important quality because it is associated
with laughter. And laughter, in turn, is associated with happiness. Courage, determination,
initiative—these are qualities we share with other forms of life. But the sense of humor is uniquely
human. If happiness is one of the great goals of life, then it is the sense of humor that provides the key.
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- In Cambodia, the choice of a spouse is a complex one for the young male. It may involve not only
his parents and his friends, 1  those of the young woman , but also a matchmaker. A young man can
2 a likely spouse on his own and then ask his parents to 3  the marriage negotiations, or the
young man’ s parents may make the choice of a spouse, giving the child little to say in the selection.
4, a girl may veto the spouse her parents have chosen. 5 a spouse has been selected, each
family investigates the other to make sure its child is marrying 6  a good family.

The traditional wedding is a long and colorful affair. Formerly it lasted three days, 7 by the
1980s it more commonly lasted a day and a half. Buddhist priests offer a short sermon and 8
prayers of blessing. Parts of the ceremony involve ritual hair cutting, 9  cotton threads soaked in

holy water around the bride’s and groom’s wrists, and 10  a candle around a circle of happily

married and respected couples to bless the 11 . Newlyweds traditionally move in with the wife’ s
parents and may 12  with them up to a year, 13 they can build a new house nearby.

Divorce is legal and easy to 14 | but not common. Divorced persons are 15  with some
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disapproval. Each spouse retains 16

property he or she

17

into the marriage, and jointly-

acquired property is 18  equally. Divorced persons may remarry, but a gender prejudice 19

up: The divorced male doesn’t have a waiting period before he can remarry 20

wait ten months.
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