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Unit 1 Knowing about Computers || 001

Knowing about Computers

Getting to Know Computers

 What Is a Computer?

A computer is an electronic device that deals with information or “data”. It has the
ability to store, retrieve and process data. You can use a computer to write documents,
send email and browse the Internet. You can also use it to handle spreadsheets,
databases, presentations, games and so on.

All types of computers consist of two basic parts; hardware and software. Hardware
is any part of your computer that has a physical structure, such as the monitor or
keyboard. Software is any set of instructions that tells the hardware what to do. It is

what guides the hardware and tells it how to accomplish each task.

What Are the Different Types of Computers?
When most people hear the word “computer”, they think of a personal computer.

However, computers come in many shapes and sizes, and they perform many different

functions in our daily lives.

1. Desktop computers. Many people use desktop computers at work, home,
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school or the library. They can be small, medium or large in size, and usually sit on a
desk. Once you add a monitor, mouse and a keyboard, you have what is typically
known as a desktop computer. Most desktop computers are easy to upgrade and add
new parts. Another benefit of desktop computers is the cost. If you compare a desktop
and a laptop with the same features, you will find that the desktop computer is much
cheaper.

2. Laptep computers. The second type of computer that you may be familiar with is
a laptop computer. Laptops are the personal computers that are more portable, allowing
you to use them almost anywhere. Since a laptop is smaller than a desktop, it is more
difficult to access its internal components. That means you may not be able to upgrade
them as much as a desktop.

3. Servers. A server is a computer that provides information to other computers on
a network. A server can look like a regular desktop computer, but it can be much
stronger. Many businesses have file servers that employees can use to store and share
files. Servers also play an important role in making the Internet work—they are where
Web pages are stored. When you use your browser to click a link, a Web server

delivers the page that you request.

PCs and Macs
Personal computers come in two main “styles” : PC and Mac. Both styles are fully
functional, but they do have a different look and feel. PC began with the IBM PC that
was built in 1981. After that, other companies began to make similar compufers, which
were called IBM PC Compatible ( often shortened to PC). Today, this is the most
common type of personal computer, and it typically includes the Microsoft Windows
operating system. The Mac, or Macintosh computer, was introduced in 1984, and it
~was the first widely sold personal computer with a Graphical User Interface or GUI. All
Macs are made by one company, Apple Inc., and they almost always use the Mac OS
operating system.
(506 words)
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1. device [ di'vars | n. AE.EL
2 dite . B Pidetol 2.~ of . n. (datum)dc4®, £HM 000
database [ 'dertabers | n. B E st
3. reteve [rtiv] v REL RS AR, RE(EL)
4. process ['prouses] 1 Vi) JHESPmim ¥ RRLR PSR T
n e AL Vi
5. browse [bravz] Ve . RN (o0 )
browser [ 'bravza] n ) 935 (3R 1)

6. handle [‘hendl] 1 BT LS ER

7. spreadsheet [ 'spredfitt] - PSR R

8. presentation [ prezn'terfn] . n R R A, R L

ST, L R s DSIGRE T ) 0

10. hardware ['hardwea] . TR f T
software [ 'spftwea | n. At

1. stucture ['staktfa] A o SR e SO O

12. instruction  [m'strakfn] a0 g e FOORESRS e O

13. accomplish  [okamplf] Vi Rl AR

14. perform [po'form] v AT RAT R MER)

vi. FI(HF/ )

5. function ['fagkfa]l . R AR R T €
functional [ 'fapkfonl] a. e BA Ekey , RBER

16. deskop ['desktop] Ak R s B
laptop [ "leptop ] n. ARG X EM

17. medum ['mixdiom] o PR, vEE

n. (pl. media) B/ , kA, BEAR
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18. typically [ 'tipikli ] ad. AW, — MR EE

19. upgrade [ap'gred] AL e - - R T

20. compare [kempea] Vh MR, A b o RG]

compare ... with/to ... ¥ (ATIREE L oeeeee o dx

21. featre [fitfo] . w0 REAE | duichol ) e e

" —51-7‘51— ...... Bl A P LA NER
%
22. familiar [fa'milia] . ETPNRGEN T Ton st oS
(be) familiar with ... Refeeenes # &

23. portable ['pattobl] . a . FRes .m0

24. access ['ekses] 1 v, B EAGERR
n. A GBI N

25. internal [m'tzmal] . a  AWE . o T

2. component  [kompoumont]  n. A M WAHA

27. server ['saval i MFE. L e

28. regular ['regiole] a.  RIE,HAME; N, Siae

29. employee  [m'ploiz] Rl TR R

30. share (el wovio pE,EF

‘ n A, 4 B0

31. playa(n) ...role Sk AR A

32. click [kk] S R AR

330k L [bpk] B G RS Ty e a P e
n KA, KK 48

34. deliver [diva] v /vi. K, AT B (15 )

35. request [mkwest] o RIS SRt S A
n -ﬁ-*ﬂ%i,%}?ﬂﬁ‘*é’]%#‘fl HHHHHHHHH

36. compatible  [kempetobl] . o kEH
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38. common [ 'kpmen ] a. T A6 8 A 8
39. graphical [ 'greefikl | a 7
40. interface [ 'intofers ] n @D

Graphical User Interface (GUI) : EIJE & 5 W, A 5 TR WA AHLE AR 177
i, EE AP S AR O 3K (8 0 SR FESF ) Bt EALRER 0.

Exercises

1. Read the text and decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False
(F).

(D Any device that can deal with data is known as a computer.

(2) ___ The two basic parts of any computer are hardware and software.

(3 Compared with laptops, desktops are not easy to upgrade.

(4) __ Laptops are usually cheaper and more portable than desktops.

® _ With a different look and feel, PCs and Macs are not equally ([EZi#)
functional. _

6  PCs and Macs typically use different operating systems.

2. Fill in the blanks with the given words. Change the form where necessary.

compare component deliver familiar
feature handle internal share
@ to our small flat, Bill’s house looks like a palace.
(2) Each country has the right to control its own affairs.
(3 Exercise is one of the key of a healthy lifestyle.
(@) I'm having some flowers to my wife for her birthday.
(5 I've only just come here; I’'m still not with the work.

(6) None of us are close friends, but we all an interest in sport.
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(7)One of the of modern banking is its dependence on computers.
(8 Some customers are quite difficult to

3. Choose the best answer to complete the sentences.

(1) Both products come with detailed (¥/2#7) for use.
A. construction B. instructions C. structures

(@ Computers give banks the power to millions of transactions (%2 %) a
day.
A. process B. produce C. progress

@ It’s becoming more and more for women to keep their family name

when they marry.

A. common B. ordinary C. routine
@) Our class 45 Chinese students and two foreign students.
A. consisted of B. made up of C. was consisted of
®To more information, please call our toll-free ( 15 % E]) number.
A. ask B. request C. require
(® What size shirt does he wear—small, , or large?
A. average B. medium C. middle
(7 Women in developing countries have-their first child when they are
- very young.
A. exactly B. hardly C. typically
® You may gain to the data by typing in a user name and password.
A. access B. entrance C. passage

4. Collocation. Try to find as many collocations as you can for the words and phrases

below. '
accomplish . e.g., accomplish the task




