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Part One

/ Learning Targets

1. Use some structures.
a. not... until...
b. ...before...
c. succeed in doing sth.
d. make+sb./sth.+do; make+sth.+sth.
e. havetsth.+to do; have+tsth.+done
2. Learn to use proper tenses according to time condition.
3. Get to know the features of narration and learn to write a narration.

4. Learn to develop paragraphs and essays by time.

/ How to Develop a Paragraph or an Essay by Time

We like reading stories and listening to storytelling since childhood. As
growing up, we more and more frequently tell our own stories or recount
events. For example, we may tell our parents or friends what has happened to
us these days or share with them a very exciting or sometimes an embarrassing,
frustrating or even annoying experience of our own for their sympathy.
Sometimes we have to introduce our life experience in written form especially

when we are applying for a desired opportunity for further study or a better
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Unit One Tense

position in career. Sometimes we need describe the experience of another person
or introduce the development of an organization to provide information.

The best strategy for us to do these is to describe things in order of time.
Basically, there’s no difference between languages in this way. But in some
languages including English, we have to use proper forms of tense for verbs
according to time condition. This is not what we do in our mother tongue;
therefore it can be a challenge for us to detect time conditions and choose a
correct tense accordingly.

Things we talk about have their general chronological background.
That is to say, they may be in the past, at present or in the future. Meanwhile,
any time condition has its own unique form. Besides a general time condition
as yesterday, today or tomorrow, it can be an exact time, such as “19:30 last
Saturday”, “8 o’clock in the morning”, or “3 p.m. tomorrow”. Or it can be a
period of time, such as 5 minutes or 5 centuries. And time signals can be phrases
like “every weekend”, “at eight”, “for two years” or “by next Monday”. They
can also be subordinate clauses like “when my mum called me yesterday” or
“before they have finished the task.” Furthermore, every verb or action has its
own state under a certain time condition. We choose a continuous tense for an
exact time and a perfect tense for a period, whether in the past, at present or in
the future. We can show how we find the relationship between time signals and

proper tenses in the following Table 1.

Chronological background State

Past (was/were; did) a simple time condition (do)

Present (am/is/are; do/does) an exact time (doing)

Future (will be/will do) a period (have done)

From the table above, we can read the basic nine tenses by matching the
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left with the right one by one. In order to correctly describe things, we ought to
be conscious of the tense we use in every sentence. Particularly, a strong sense of
tense must be shown in a narration, whether it is in speaking or in writing, which
is usually developed in order of time.

Narration is a genre for us to tell a story in order to inform or entertain.
At the beginning, we usually provide some information of the story including
when, where, who and its cause. Then we present some following details
chronologically. When it comes to the ending, we sometimes make clear our
purpose of telling the story. More often, we leave it to our readers to figure out
themselves.

In the given samples in this unit, we can see how those authors develop

their paragraphs or essays by time and how well they use tense.
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Unit One Tense

Part Two Multiple Tasks

/ Task One
I. Blanks: Please fill in the blanks with proper tense of the given words.
1. Look! There are so many clouds in the sky. It (rain), I think.
2.1 (hear) nothing from him up to now.
3.1 (clean) the house but I still haven’t finished.
4. People (get) less tolerant of smoking these days.
5. Semisweet chocolate (be) only half sweet, and
semiannual sales (happen) twice a year.
6. My teacher (be) with me several weeks before I
understood that everything (have) a name.
7. Thirty years (pass), but now I still remember
the moment when we (dance) in the living room.
8. No one knew which country (hold) the next Olympic Games.

IL. Sentence Completion: Please complete the first sentence by translating
the Chinese into English and the second sentence by making up that part
of your own.

1. a. Since you made the announcement to take over the club,
( F—EAEAREINEIREEAR ).

b. Since you made the announcement to take over the club,
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2. a. When Jack is cooking for his family,

(5 % 19 20 JLEBLE R K ).
b. When Jack is cooking for his family,

3. a. By the time you come back home,

(BT RN R e 1),

b. By the time you come back home,

4. a. This time yesterday evening,

( FRAEHE HA A — R AT IR ).

b. This time yesterday evening,

5. a. Before they made the decision to start a new business,
(Mfr1e 2l T HE A A ).

b. Before they made the decision to start a new business,

/ Task Two

I. Rearrangement of Sentences

1. When I finally succeeded in making the letters correctly I was flushed
with childish pleasure and pride.

2. When I had played with it a little while, Miss Sullivan slowly spelled into
my hand the word “d-o-1-1.”

3. I did not know that I was spelling a word or even that words existed; I
was simply making my fingers go in monkey-like imitation.

4. In the days that followed I learned to spell in this uncomprehending way a great
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Unit One Tense

many words, among them pin, hat, cup and a few verbs like sit, stand and walk.

5. The little blind children at the Perkins Institution had sent it and Laura
Bridgman had dressed it; but I did not know this until afterward.

6. Running downstairs to my mother I held up my hand and made the letters
for doll.

7. I was at once interested in this finger play and tried to imitate it.

8. But my teacher had been with me several weeks before I understood that
everything has a name.

9. The morning after my teacher came she led me into her room and gave

me a doll.

Please put the above sentences in order to make the paragraph coherent
and then write it down in the following part in your best handwriting. And
then mark all the time signals with red underlines and observe the tense of

each verb.

Its topic:

Its structure:

Its language:
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