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Preface

With pleasure I could realize that the textbook Drug Design Methodology, Concepts and
Mode-of-Action has been translated into Chinese language. In 1996, Hans-Joachim Béhm,
Hugo Kubinyi and I wrote a first version of this book in our German mother tongue. Later in
2008, the German version was entirely rewritten and strongly extended, this time by me as sole
author. The field of drug design is a fascinating and exciting one, thus, it has always been our
intention to present the material in an attractive and captivating way to win particularly young
scientists for this challenging field of drug research. What appears easily feasible in your
own mother tongue is more of a challenge in a foreign language. In 2013, the book appeared
in English, with the help of Leila Telan, a native speaker, who translated a first copy. Since I
am familiar with the English language myself, I could keep track that some of our intended
mission was also accomplished in the English translation. The Chinese translation 1s for me an
excursion into unknown territory as I personally can only admire this translation, but, as I do
not speak a word of this language, I want to express my hope that a similar fascination of drug-
design research is conveyed. My hope goes in particular to the young Chinese students as they
carry our future. I would like to see this book as a mean to attract many of the most talented
and ambitioned Chinese students and young scientists from the emerging and prospering
country of China, as the matter of drug design and the development of therapeutically active
molecules 1s a tremendous challenge but at the same time a highly rewarding task. Bringing a
novel active agent “to life” and to discover the science behind its mode-of-action is fascinating
but at the same time it can support mankind to improve life quality and turn better health care
into reality.

The book is meant for students of chemistry, pharmacy, biochemistry, biology, chemical
biology, and medicine who want to get insights into the design of novel active agents and the
structural foundations drug action. As a structural thinking is key to get access to the molecules
in action, the author prepared multiple videos of the static images in the book. They allow readers
to immerse themselves in the fascinating world of interacting and communicating molecules with
the sole help of their mobile phones or tablet computers (http:/pcl664.pharmazie.uni-marburg.
de/book/HTMLVersion CN.htmI?1d=&submit="%6E8%BF%94%E5%9B%9E#Kap24).
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The original author of this book is grateful to the many Chinese colleagues who took
the load to prepare this translation and he wants to acknowledge this labor-intensive piece of
work. Also the engagement of the publisher is highly appreciated which turned this Chinese

translation finally into reality.

Marburg, Germany
February 2018 Gerhard Klebe
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