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An Adult’s Body, a Child’s Heart?

Recent literary works about young people have triggered discussion
about the post-80s generation, those born in the 1980s who are China’s first
generation of only children.

China Youth Daily quotes the writer Shi Kang as saying that the post-
80s generation cares more about themselves and less about cooperating. They
always struggle to realize their own value, as they were born and raised in a
melting pot of money and culture, which made it possible for them to live the
way they choose.

Some scholars say that on the other hand, the post-80s generation is more
independent and flexible (Rif[]); they rely on themselves to survive and live a
good life. In addition, they have easy access to information and opportunities, so
they have a stronger will for socializing, earning money and enjoying a modern
lifestyle.

Fortunately, I'm one of the sd-called “post-80s generation”, though some
people criticize us as the “Lost Generation”.

“Actually, we are the first generation following China’s introduction of the
birth control policy, and as a result we enjoy love from our entire family and
the name “little emperor”. We are beneficiaries (5 %i A) of the booming economy
so we have seen and enjoyed much more than our elders and even our older
brothers.

In 1980s, the first foreign animated cartoons flowed into China. Tom and
Jerry, along with Doraemon were on TV every day. (At that time the CCTV
regularly played cartoons twice every day, separately 12 at noon and 6 in the
evening). Japanese comic books hooked lots of Chinese children and Contra and
Mario are regarded as classic games for people born in that period. We eat KFC,
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Mac Donalds, Haagen-Dazs, and wear Nike and Addidas, all so remote to the
last generation. )

Luckily, we are also the last generation, wearing home-made cotton-
wadded trousers, writing letters (NOT ONLINE), and playing games like “Kicking
shuttlecock”, “Rolling hoops” and “Hopscotch”, which have almost disappeared
today.

In 2007, as the last person born in 1980s turned 18, this flashy (*£R (1,
NJ% ) generation started a new journey. They are ready to take on social
responsibilities and challenge existing conventions (2] {#}).

A Bittersweet Age k

The post-80s generation is used to pressure. They've had it all the way
through school, endless tests and certificates (il 13) needed for better education
and higher paying jobs. They missed the government-subsidized (BUff#hNL
ff]) housing system, and are faced with the heavy burden of supporting their
parents in an aging society.

Most of them are more concerned about social trends and fashion than
criticism and they enjoy socializing, meeting challenges and feeling needed.
And their money is earned from what they know—money that is largely used to
educate their kids.

It is true that most of this generation have become the core staff of many
industries, which are attaching more importance to self-worth. They work hard
and play hard, and that’s why they live a happier life than their predecessors (i
#¥). And now they are gradually, whether consciously (i & #i}) or not, forming
China’s future middle class.

We Are the Post-80s Generation, and We Love China Still

It seems that the young group lacks a kind of political ferment (B £k, A %).
They lack interest in politics. “They are proud of what China has accomplished,
and very positive about the government,” says P.T. Black, who conducts
extensive marketing research for a Shanghai-based company called Jigsaw
International.

Nearly 70 percent of the college students in the report, entitled “Research
Report on Beijing College Students’ Social Ethics”, say that all the college
students they get to know in their daily life not only have a strong sense of
patriotism (Z[EF;#}), they actually have a very clear understanding of how to
turn such patriotism into real actions. And 82.1 percent of the students say that
patriotism is manifested (f4#}) first and foremost (i # 3 [{]) in one’s concern for

2



the destiny and future of the nation.

“I did not realize how deeply I loved my country until things happened
during the global journey of the Olympic torch.” These words were from Tianya
BBS. The author also reported that “most people born in the 1980s had good
educational backgrounds, and had independent minds. In recent affairs, they
became the main force in the protection of the torch relay, and they opposed (/%
Xf) the Tibetan separatists (7+%¢4 ) and the untrue reports from the Western
media.”

From the news pictures we could see that most people who went to the
streets to oppose Tibet independence and show their support for the Beijing
Olympics torch relay were people between 20 and 30 years of age. They said
that they just wanted to express support for the Beijing Olympics and urge
the public, especially people in the West, to respect China’s territorial (%1 fK])
integrity (4—), and not to undermine (#i#) the peaceful nature of the Olympics.

The post-80s generation’s activities are not naive like some people say.
Words from the anti-CNN website, built by a 23-year-old young man, show their
maturity (E#). “This website is established to expose the lies and distortions
(fEff) in the Western media. The site is maintained by volunteers, who are not
associated with any government officials. We are not against the Western media,
but against the lies and fabricated (%ii&ff]) stories in the media. We are not
against the Western people, but against the prejudice of the Western society.”

The post-80s generation have passion to express themselves, they want
people around the world to know the true China. And they also know that the
best way to love their country is to construct the country and make it stronger.

(Words: 951)
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Please choose the best answer to each of the following
questions.

Hpplication-ovented College Englésh Specd SReading

1. What is Shi Kang’s view about the post-80s generation?
A. Self-centered.
B. Cooperative.
C. Independent.
D. Well-educated.
2. Why do the children of the post-80s generation get the nickname “little
emperors”?
A. Because family education has been highly valued.
B. Because the reform and opening up policy has been carried out.
C. Because foreign cartoons flowed into China.
D. Because they are the only child in the family.

3. According to the author, why does the post-80s generation lead a happier life
than their elders?

A. They work hard and play heartedly.
B. They like following fashion.
C. They hold an optimistic view on life.
D. They benefit a lot from the advanced technology.
4. What percentage of the students place patriotism as their top concern?
A. 72% B. 82.1%
C. 90% D. 60%
5. Why does the author quote some words concerning the Olympic torch from
Tianya BBS?
A. To illustrate the significant role of the torch relay.
To suggest that Tianya is a popular website.
To show that the post-80s generation is patriotic.
To explain that the post-80s generation likes to express their views
freely.
6. What is the author’s purpose in writing this article?
A. To stress the importance of the post-80s generation in the current
society.
B. To justify the research for Jigsaw International.
C. To show us the characteristics of the post-80s generation.
D. To support the statement made by Shi Kang.

Sow
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A HLMATE . BH W KR AR 80)E KT AT 4. EIHAT SIS B )
“...the post-80s generation cares more about themselves and less about
cooperating.” BN N 80)F &1 QEMATTH 2, BDEAE.

D HEAMWE. WHEME N A80MZFEMAMA “/NEH” . WD "
Z P LB —f) “Actually, we are the first generation following China’s
introduction of the birth control policy, and thus we enjoy love from our
entire family and the name 9ittle emperor’.” i 75247 T iHRI4H, 80/5HRE M
YR, ZFEEMRTER, BN FKF DR

A FHEAE . BH WA 480G IE A BE L. IEIAR S R+ —BUS A,
“They work hard and play hard, and that’s why they live happier than their
predecessors.”

B HSE4WM. SHEMREASZEZOMFEENDEETE X EEE. E&HBA 2 M
W =BG —f) “And 82.1 percent of the students say that patriotism is
manifested first and foremost in one’s concern for the destiny and future of
the nation.”

C FSg . @H W p25 HRERIES KT RIEE NN T Ht4. 8
TEBRUFTFAERN ZEAGE . 5P B AR KA BB T 805 # & B it .
C fEHEEE. BHREEEHERNSERRRMA. XEIFLIFTAREEX80)E
PP, AR5 A T 80JE LI . #EFR, CEMER TR A, AR
BMS LM, RS RE B, AE IR E E . BrEANICFE KA
K&, EFMSIEH IR R ANIHA80)E, RIARMIMRK. Fril, EINCIEM.
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Passage 2  (s5-7)
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EREBHICR.

The Wisdom of One Word

Isn’t it amazing how one person, sharing one idea, at the right time and
place can change the course of your life? This is certainly what happened in my
life. When I was 14, I was hitchhiking from Houston, Texas, through El Paso
on my way to California. I was following my dream, journeying with the sun. I
was a high school dropout with learning disabilities and set on surfing (#'{§) the
biggest waves in the world, first in California and then in Hawaii, where I would
later live.

Upon reaching downtown El Paso, I met an old man, a bum (LLZ i A4 ()
iR, at a street corner. He saw me walking, stopped me and questioned me as I
passed by. He asked me if I was running away from home, and I supposed that
was because I looked so young. I told him, “Not exactly, sir,” since my father had
given me a ride to the freeway in Houston and given me his blessings, saying, “It
is important to follow your dream and what is in your heart. Son.”

The bum then asked me if he could buy me a cup of coffee. I told him, “No,
sir, but a soda would be great.” We walked to a corner malt shop (¥7)5) and
sat down on a couple of swiveling (fig#%1]) stools while we enjoyed our drinks.

After conversing for a few minutes, the friendly bum told me to follow him.
He told me that he had something grand to show me and share with me. We
walked a couple of blocks until we came upon the downtown El Paso Public
Library.

We walked up its front steps and stopped at a small information stand. Here
the bum spoke to a smiling old lady, and asked her if she would be kind enough
to watch my things for a moment while he and I entered the library. I left my
belongings with this grandmotherly figure and entered into this magnificent hall
of learning.



The bum first led me to a table and asked me to sit down and wait for a
moment while he looked for something special amongst the shelves. A few
moments later, he returned with a couple of old books under his arms and set
them on the table. He then sat down beside me and spoke. He started with a few
statements that were very special and changed my life. He said, “There are two
things that I want to teach you, young man.”

“Number one is never to judge a book by its cover, for a cover can fool you.”
He continued, “I'll bet you think I’'m a bum, don’t you, young man?”

I said, “Well, uh, yes, I guess so, sir.”

“Well, young man, I've got a little surprise for you. I am one of the wealthiest
men in the world. I have probably everything any man could ever want. I
originally come from the Northeast and have all the things that money can buy.
But a year ago, my wife passed away, bless her soul, and since then I have been
deeply reflecting upon (&, &4) life. I realized there were certain things I had
not yet experienced in life, one of which was to live like a bum on the streets. I
made a commitment to myself to do exactly that for one year. For the past year,
I have been going from city to city doing just that. So, you see, don’t ever judge a
book by its cover, for a cover can fool you.”

“Number two is to learn how to read, my boy. For there is only one thing
that people can’t take away from you, and that is your wisdom.” At that
moment, he reached forward, grabbed my right hand in his and put them upon
the books he’d pulled from the shelves. They were the writings of Plato and
Aristotle—immortal classics from ancient times.

The bum then led me back past the smiling old woman near the entrance,
down the steps and back on the streets near where we first met. His parting
request was for me to never forget what he taught me.

I haven'’t.

(Words: 708)
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Please choose the best answer to each of the following
questions.

1. The boy left home at 14 in order to
A. live an independent life of his own
B. hitchhike to California
C. realize his dream of surfing the biggest waves in the world
D. run away from the high school
2. When the boy left home at 14,
A. his father did not know anything about it
B. his father forced him to run away from home
C. his father encouraged him to follow his dream
D. he didn’t know where he was going
3. The bum he met in downtown El Paso was
A. a high school dropout
B. a poor beggar
C. arich man
D. a librarian
4. Why did the bum take the author to the library?
A. Because he wanted to teach him how to read.
B. Because he wanted to teach him a lesson.
C. Because he would like to show his wealth to the author.
D. Because he had nothing else to do.
5. Why did the wealthy man live like a bum on the streets according to the
passage?
A. He was bankrupted.
He found life was boring.
He was waiting for a better job.

oW

He wanted to experience the life of a bum.
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D AB R B MR, B A A A SRS O B e AR MR RE ). SO
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