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BEFORE YOU READ

@ Look at the pictures in the book.
1 Who are the main people in the first story?
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he Garden Party

It was a lovely day for a garden party. The weather was
warm, with no wind, and the sky was blue. The garden
was ready for the party. The grass was short and very
green in the sun. There were hundreds and hundreds of
beautiful roses everywhere.

i

B

& 1
e ", |Hl|\ll| ! I

=M, n.fu

n ?} -\-‘WO,:-' =

"
i

The workmen arrived to put up the marquee while the
family were still eating breakfast.

‘Where do you want the marquee to go, Mother?’
asked Meg.
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‘My dear child, don’t ask me; answered Mrs Sheridan,
her mother. Tm leaving everything to you children this
year.

But Meg’s hair was wet, and Jose was still wearing her
nightclothes, so they couldn’t go out to speak to the men.
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“You go, Laura;, Meg said. “Youre the artist in the
family. You know about these things’

Laura ran outside, still holding the piece of bread she
was eating. She felt very happy. She liked deciding things.

Four men stood waiting in the garden. They looked
strong.

‘Why did I bring my bread out with me?’ thought
Laura, feeling stupid. But there was nowhere to put it, and
she couldn’t throw it away.

‘Good morning, she said importantly to the men.

‘Oh dear; she thought. ‘T sound just like Mother. Her
face went red. Now she felt like a little girl.

‘Oh...er...have you come about the marquee?’ she
said.

“That’s right, Miss, said one of the men. He was tall
and thin, and he smiled at her. “That’s it.

His smile was so friendly that Laura felt better. What
nice eyes he had - small, but such a dark blue! She looked at
the others and they were smiling too. ‘Don’t worry - we're
very nice, Laura thought their smiles were saying to her,
and she smiled back. How very nice workmen were! And
what a beautiful day! But she mustn’t talk about the day.
She must talk to them about the marquee.

‘Well, she said, ‘what about putting it on the grass over
there?’

The men turned and looked.

‘No, I don’t think thats the right place, said the tall
man.

He turned back to Laura. “You see, with a marquee,
you want it to be somewhere you can really see it. What
about over there, in front of those trees?’

8 Parties and Presents: three short stories



In front of the karaka trees! Oh dear, they were so
lovely in the sunlight, with their large leaves and yellow
fruit. Did the marquee really have to go there?

But three of the men were already walking over there
with the marquee. Only the tall man stayed behind. He
was smelling some flowers.
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