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Preface

From 2015 to 2016, lifelong education in Shanghai entered an important development
stage of “working together to create a future”. Shanghai Development Report of Lifelong
Education 2015—2016 strives to show achievements in various aspects of Shanghai lifelong
education at this stage, such as rich policy resources, strengthened cross-departmental col-
laboration, more prominent subjectivity of citizens in learning and further aggregation of
lifelong education research efforts. The report also reflects theoretical concerns on some
major practical issues and institutional development like the construction of lifelong educa-
tion system and institutional mechanism, the construction of national qualifications frame-
work, the development of Shanghai Lifelong Learning Credit Bank and the development of
community education informationization.

From the achievements of policy development, based on successfully fulfilling the task
of Shanghai lifelong education development during the “12" Five-Year Plan” period, the de-
velopment strategy for Shanghai lifelong education in the next 30 years and the formulation
of Shanghai lifelong education development plan during the “13"® Five-Year Plan” period
were launched. In the second half of 2016, Shanghai issued three important documents for
the development of lifelong education, including two for “13" Five-Year Plan” ( The 13*
Five-Year Development Plan for Shanghai Lifelong Education and The 13" Five-Year De-
velopment Plan for Shanghai Senior Citizen Education) and one for further promoting the
construction of learning city(Several Opinions on Further Promoting the Construction of
Learning City in Shanghai), which provide a road map for the development of urban life-
long education during the “13™ Five-Year Plan” period. In addition, the research on the de-
velopment of lifelong education in Shanghai in the next 30 years has made full use of demo-

cratic parties’ participation in politics, and has integrated the wisdom of all levels of govern-
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ment, practice departments as well as academic circles, exploring the important develop-
ment trend of urban lifelong education in the future.

From the development of lifelong education in Shanghai, an important turning point
emerged at this stage. That is to say, it was transformed from mainly promoted by educa-
tion administrative departments of the government to coordinately promoted by integrating
administrative forces and resources of other departments, giving full play to the role of the
public as a participant. In the second half of 2016, Several Opinions on Further Promoting
the Construction of Learning City in Shanghai , which was jointly issued by education ad-
ministrative department and other six departments, embodies this policy trend. The con-
struction of the Experiential Learning Bases for Shanghai cultural acpuisition in Huangpu
District and the promotion of citizens’ Reading Festival in Minhang District all demonstrate
the fruits of joint efforts of different departments, The White Collar Learning Alliance in
Jing’an District has stimulated the self-management and self-development of the young
white-collar people with the support of many departments. Those new changes are
consistent with the relevant strategic directions outlined in the Mexico City Statement
issued at the 2™ International Learning City Conference.

From the research on lifelong education in Shanghai, this book not only reflects hard
work of the full-time researchers of Shanghai Municipal Institute for Lifelong Education,
but also presents the collective wisdom of the Academic Committee experts, distinguished
researchers, part-time researchers and young researchers of the Institute. As the director of
the Academic Committee of Shanghai Municipal Institute for Lifelong Education, Professor
Ye Lan from East China Normal University completed In Perspective of Lifelong Educa-
tion ; Integrating and Im proving the Educational Strengths of Contem porary Chinese So-
ciety , providing a valuable original research report for this book. Han Min, Deputy Director
of National Center for Education Development Research, actively promoted the hosting of
the China-Japan-Korea Forum and conducted a comparative study on building a lifelong edu-
cation system. The findings are instructive for the improvement of China’s lifelong
education system. All in all, on the platform of Shanghai Municipal Institute for Lifelong
Education, the professional support and mutual cooperation of experts from Shanghai and
even relevant institutions in China have an important impact on the development of
Shanghai’s lifelong education policy and practice,

In addition, the international vision of lifelong education in Shanghai has also been
shown in this book, and the relevant international and comparative research findings have

become more and more in-depth. The book offers a comprehensive overview of the China-
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Japan-Korea Lifelong Education Forum launched in 2016 and its achievements. It also
makes an in-depth interpretation of the spirits of the 2™ International Conference on Learn-
ing City held by UNESCO. A comparative study is carried out on the qualification frame-
work construction to draw on international advanced experience to better enhance the devel-
opment level of all aspects of lifelong education in Shanghai.

This book is the third report compiled by Shanghai Municipal Institute for Lifelong Ed-
ucation reflecting the development of theory research and practice for Shanghai lifelong edu-
cation after Shanghai Lifelong Education Development Report first published in 2013, Un-
der the strong support of Lifelong Education Division of Shanghai Municipal Education
Commission as well as leaders and peers in the city’s lifelong education circle, the book has
finally come out with the joint efforts of many authors and researchers of the Institute. The
innovative practice of lifelong educators in Shanghai provides a wealth of material for all the
research findings in this book. The professional, dedicated and silent support of leaders and
co-editors of Shanghai People’s Publishing House makes the book published successfully.
As the editors, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all the friends who have

devoted their wisdom and efforts to this book!

Editors
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