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Water as both Screen and Scenery: One of the Important Characteristics
of Chinese Ancient Capitals
Guo Shengqgiang
( The Research Center of Oracle-bone Inscriptions and Yin-Shang History ,
Anyang Normal University, Henan, 455002 )

Abstract: Waler, the origin of life, is also the basic resource for human survival and de-
velopment. During the construction process of Chinese ancient capitals, people were fully aware
of the importance of water and made every attempt to utilize it, such as Yangcheng, the capital
of the Xia Dynasty, the early capital Zhengzhou city of the Shang Dynasty, and Anyang the capital
city of the late Yin Period. They all made good use of the natural water systems to protect and
beautify their capitals, forming a feature of * taking advantage of the water to make it both screen
and scenery” .

Keywords: Yu's capital Yangcheng; Zhengzhou city of the Shang Dynasty; Anyang Yin

Ruins; water; Huanshui River
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