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As we learn more, we travel more. Curiosity is a telescope
for knowledge, and art is the other passport for travel.

In 2011, the College of Architecture and Urban Planning
(CAUP) of Tongiji University launched a scholarship project
for undergraduate students to travel to Europe to sketch,
known as Tongji Overseas Art Practice, which has been held
for eight years. For the gone eight years, our students have
visited France, Spain, Germany, and ltaly. In recent years,
attention has not only been limited to sketch-skill, but has
also been paid to turning artistic creation to urban reading.
Correspondingly, the composition of practice mentors has
transformed into a combination of one art teacher and one
architecture teacher. The students not only create on-site,
but also re-create on specific topics after returning home.
The works are published yearly in forms of exhibitions and
art series. During eight years, this project has made a broad
influence among students.

The destination for this year is Sicily, ltaly. The students
spent most of their time in Ragusa and Syracuse, two towns
of Sicily. In contrast to great cities in Italy, Ragusa is a finy
mountain town, and Syracuse is a peninsula that extends
into the Mediterranean. The contrasting geographical
conditions have shaped completely different characteristics of
architecture and urban space in these two cities, which have
been recorded in students’ paintings sincerely and honestly.
The art series published this year is distinct from those of
other years, featuring a form of the loose-leaf album. When
readers hold these works in loose-leaf, nearly 100 of them
carefully chosen from all the paintings, they can not only
enjoy each painting, but also frame it, placing it on the desk
or the wall, so that those paintings can be part of interior
surroundings. In this way, our readers will be able to follow
the students’ steps to the fantastic Sicily.

Thank you to Trend Zone, which is the funder of the
project this year, as your generosity has begun to bear fruit
in students’ bright smiles. Respect to the mentors Tian Weijia
and Wu Gang, as your instructions on students are looming
in the paintings. Congratulations to the students of the
interior design of year 2018, who participated in this trip, as
a new endorsement has been added to your art passport.

Li Zhenyu, Dean, College of Architecture and Urban Planning,
Tongji University
December 1, 2019
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8IS Preface

In order to find a reference book for my doctoral research,
| came to Sicily for the very first time in the summer of 2013,
as this book is only collected by the library of the University
of Catania. The plane landed at Catania International
Airport. Walking out of the airport, | was treated with dry
and hot Sicilian air rushing to my face, which is still vivid in
my mind. Then | took the shuttle bus to Catania Centrale
railway station, which is the main railway station of Catania.
Despite the fact that Catania was the second largest Sicilian
city, the depressing image of torridity and messes smashed
all my fancy of Sicily. The famous ltalian architect Giancarlo
De Carlo rebuilt a monastery to the main campus of the
University of Catania. As the nearby Mount Etna erupts
frequently, the old monastery was equipped with solid
walls against magma. Adjacent to the old walls, De Carlo
designed public space for the new campus like an auditorium
with modern materials such as glass and steel. The newly-
built glass reflected light in space, corresponding to the
bright and black solidified magma, which became my second
Sicilian image.

Three years after that, | came to Sicily again in 2016,
taking a role of teacher with Professor Yin Jia, leading a
team of eight students from College of Architecture and
Urban Planning (CAUP) of Tongji University, to carry out
overseas art practice. We chose to ship from the port of
Naples to Palermo, the capital of Sicily. It was already late in
the evening when we were boarding in the port of Naples.
The young students were still very excited on the deck,
watching the port gradually disappearing in the setting sun,
with a background of the common undulating skyline of the
mountainous city. | thought the perception of Mediterranean

city space should be deeply carved in their minds at that
moment. Starting from Palermo, we drove to inspect several
villages that were completely damaged in earthquake.
Some villages were completely abandoned due to economic
reasons, while some villages were rebuilt in new sites. One
village called Gibellina was our main destination. In memory
of the original village totally destructed by earthquake, an
artist called Alberto Burri poured concrete into a piece of
earth art on the texture of the original city. This huge concrete
city spreading on the hill was like a sculpture, silently
describing the gone village.

In the summer of 2019, Sicily was chosen as a destination of
the overseas art practice again. For this time, we flew instead
of ship, from Rome to Catania, then took the bus to a small
town called Ragusa, in which we then stayed for a series of
days. Ragusa consists of its new and old districts, respectively
on two hills. Such a geographical context shapes a unique
route between two districts. For pedestrian route, it descends
linearly and then rises straight, cutting off the contour lines. For
roadway, it spiraled down and upward. Every day, we walked
up and down with heavy drawing boards on backs, while
sometimes we took a bus. Finally, we found out that it took
almost the same time either on foot or by bus. In Ragusa, the
students created a lot of works, one of which was called “Space
Impression” . The nine students extracted different experiences
and feelings about the same physical environment. Such
experiences and feelings were then converted to a painting of
overlapping images in memories. Such a method of creating
art requires students to sense environment and space in a
comprehensive way, | think the outcome of which is the best
way to express the style of Sicilian towns.
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Waking on winding mountain roads,
the old town of Ragusa appears, all of
a sudden.

The houses on the hill, colorful not
gaudy, are bathed in the Mediterranean
sunshine.

Traveling among the stack of houses

is psychedelic, as if going through a
space-time tunnel, dating back to the
Baroque classic.

The various doors and windows are
dizzying, the lanes, long and quaint,
have a unique charm.

The spacious square is coexisting with
the crowded hill, surprisingly.

And the towering bell of the church is
singing a melodious song.

Sunshine, alley, breeze, cactus-+-
Everything is so exofic, telling its own
story for travelers from afar.

As the last rays of the setting sun are
falling on the dome of the cathedral, a
golden full, is rising from the distance,
bringing another silent night to Ragusa.
Ragusa is a bottle of wine hidden in

mountains, the longer the mellower.
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The dark green waves are beating

against the golden coast.

Ortigia, is the soul of Syracuse.

The Temple of Apollo tells the glory of
Greek civilization.

The amphitheater records the
achievements of Romans.

The castles and lighthouses on the cliff
enjoy their medieval solitude.

The busker on the square is playing a
beautiful legend of Sicily.

Only when night falls and the lights
come on, Syracuse comes to life.
Syracuse is such a passionate

dancer dancing on the shore of the

Mediterranean.
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Walking on the stone roads and
encountering with gentle sunshine,

quiet streets, quaint buildings and the
tranquillity of the city.

As if people here were back to the

hundreds of years ago, noble and
timeless.

Climbing up to the Florence Cathedral,

standing at the top of the city,

the entire city immediately comes into
view.

This is an extraterrestrial city surrounded
by mountains, free from hustle and
bustle.

The texture of the city is just as
wonderful.

The twisting roads have witnessed this
city growing freely for thousands of
years;

the brick-red roofs, creamy walls, and
countless square windows form the best
memories.

She, like David, is classical and
wonderful, vibrant and timeless.




1TIEHIE Travel Map

By (RE—i) 5
Stop 4 Rome

‘FERBBT G, 7
TOWMEESIERREWN, BREIERN
BRI AL B AR,
KA TERTEXNRLEHTA
BB B IR AL,
ARFREM ENTREEE, &
AT, TR —ER.
REMBHETEH T LBER
TEERE, WEDALD IHR

MBVES .
T O EENHERA EXERT
PRNERE,

Bk, wEMNBEMNZT, RES
WTHIZR BHERIAL. F. Yo

“All roads lead to Rome.”

The straight traffic network, the
radioactive roads reminiscent of Rome’s
once prosperity.

The Colosseum, which built two

11

thousand years ago, still stands proudly
with its broken body,

citizens and tourists on the Spanish
steps, sitting or standing, which
compose a part of the city.

The charm of the steps doesn’t fade but
bring vitality after the hundreds of years.
Roman'’s history has not made this city
to be an antique.

On the contrary, she is more opening
and welcoming, hugging fresh people
and new culture.
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After a year of preparation and 12 hours of flight, we
finally launched the 2019 Tongiji university CAUP overseas
art practice tour to ltaly on July 14, 2019. This teaching
mode was inherited from the Grand Tour the Renaissance
of, in the form of “mobile classroom”, combining teaching
with sightseeing and practice. It is an exercise which aims
at improving student's ability and team spirits. Through the
field visit to historical and cultural heritage, the students
experienced art and cultural events, communicated with
different social groups, and read, to cultivate the ability of
independent thinking and judging about cities. Here, students
felt that every moment, every corner, were immersed in
history. From beginning to end, “walking” was to experience,
“seeing” was reading, “painting” was thinking.

From the moment the flight landed in Rome, the students
started all their senses to capture the corners of the city and
feel the details of foreign life, and started their journey of
observation, sketching and sharpening in ltaly. Here, every
day's sketching was accompanied by urban reading, and
most of the time they switched between walking to think
and stopping to record. A feeling of first acquaintance that
kept switching with different scenes turn into paintings, and
everyone thought, expressed and recorded in his/her own
way. In art teaching, the teachers did not deliver any method
or idea, but encouraged students to discover, to experience,
to record. Teachers' task is to induce the student to carry on
the unique observation and expression with can either be
subjective and objective, and to perfect the expression in
the choice of materials and information extraction, so as to
promote the ability to capture something from everyday life.
To harmonize emotion and logos then create something is
actually the process of organizing the thoughts.

The whole teaching practice began in Ragusa the first
stop. In addition to daily painting and writing, observation
and discussion, they also drew impression maps of Ragusa,
Siracusa, Florence and Rome. When a city's symbols, culture,
human feelings, and even various scentes were given personal
characteristics in an organized form, the impression was fully
expressed, deep understanding and formal search began.

In the first stop of Ragusa, the historic charm and the
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original Italian slow life made us feel the rhythm and
humanistic style of life which was completely different from
Shanghai. The history was presented perfectly, and it was like
a time travel. In the daily walking and painting, the fragments
of memory gradually form a preliminary impression. The
urban space where the ramps, narrow alleys, and steps
overlap, the buildings that are well preserved and restored
are ubiquitous, indicating that it was an UNESCO World
Heritage site. Although the styles and viewpoints of each
painting are different, the spatial impression and poetic
expression are coming out from the inside.

The second stop was Syracuse, a coastal town where
the sun is hot, but the wind is quite cool. The blue sea, the
black reef and the white coastline were the first impressions
of Syracuse. The coast was the main road of the bus, the
signboard of the various gourmet shops, and the railing
of the pigeon community. Therefore, the Mediterranean
in everyone's painting was particularly calm. Only by
understanding the calm of the Mediterranean can we
understand the commercial prosperity brought about by the
waterway traffic at that time and understand Syracuse's own
seaside culture.

The overlapping traces of the classical period and the
Baroque architecture constitute the unique urban appearance
of Syracuse, leaving a long blank in the middle, which is
the biggest feature of the architectural dimension of Ragusa
and Syracuse. In the meantime, we met a local old man who
asked us to drink a little salty tap water on the roadside. He
said that it was the taste of ancient Rome. So, we experienced
both the ancient and modern time. The greatest aftraction
of this small town was that she accommodated a wealth of
life choices, but united everything into an elegant tone based
on the Mediterranean. The remnants of the temple and the
farmer's market were unexpectedly harmonious. And they
were all immersed in a quiet passion, and only when we were
completely handed over to the sea breeze and music, we
slowly captured that rhythm.

On the last day in Syracuse, we participated in the
evaluation of the joint teaching of the University of
Catania and Tongji University. Here we saw the different
interpretations of Chinese rural architecture by both Chinese
and ltalian students, and they had both similarities and

differences. Professor Zhang Jianlong and Professor Ma ke
from the University of Catania also commented on some of
the students' sketches, giving them many unique suggestions
and enthusiastic encouragement.

Leaving Sicily, we started our second phase of practice-
reading Florence and Rome again. In textbooks of the history
of architecture, the Renaissance and Baroque architecture
is a very important part. Most of the architecture infroduced
in the textbooks are located in these two cities, so we spent
ten days to talk to them. In order to get the most out of the
limited time, the students started the urban hiking mode
according to a city reading strategy from professor Tian at
each key place; there is a certain amount of time for them
to stay, observe, understand, and carry out shorthand and
painting. In Rome, the students stringed together the Vatican
Museum, the San Carlo Fountain Church, the Trevi Fountain,
the Pantheon, the Plaza de Espana, the Piazza Navona,
the Altar of Peace, and the Piazza del Popolo by walking in
one day. The one-day walking distance reached more than
ten kilometers, this fast reading of block helped to grasp
the architectural and spatial structure characteristics. Due
to the lack of time and the number of destinations, only a
combination of centralized interpretation and fast recording
could be used. This way of reading also stimulated deep
understanding and creative enthusiasm.

During those twenty days, the classmates were like a
big family, preparing each dinner together, going forward
together with the sun, discussing the history and the
present together, and organizing notes and paintings in a
comfortable and clean house. As the paintings on the back
were getting richer, the understanding of the history of art
and architecture had become wider and deeper. It was also
the time when we set foot on the return journey. Although the
twenty days are short, it is the help for the students to embark
on a new journey!

The future can be expected to be shared with you.

Finally, we would like to thank Shanghai Trend Zone
Group for their support of CAUP's overseas art practice!

Wu Gang  Wu Rui
October, 2019
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