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n the Tang dynasty, there was a clever and beautiful princess named Princess Wencheng. Lords from
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In the Tubo kingdom which ruled the area of today’s Qinghai - Tibetan Plateau, a young king named
Songtsan Gambo also wanted to marry Princess Wencheng., One day, Songtsan Gambao sent for Gar Tongsan and

dispatched him to Chang'an as his envoy for a marriage proposal.
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Tubo was very far away from Chang'an. Gar Tengtsan brought with him a party of horses and men with many
valuables, They climbed many mountains and crossed many rivers, heading for the capital city of the Tang—
Chang‘an.
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After many days of travelling, Gar Tongtsan finally arrived at the royal palace in Chang'an. He explained to
the emperor the purpose of his visit. The emperor said, “Well now, many lords have sent envoys with the same
mission, | must put all of you to a test to find out who is the dleverest, and then | will agree to his master’s proposal
for marriage.”
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The emperor ardered his men to bring to him 100 foals and 100 mares. Then, he challenged the envoys, "These

100 foals are the children of the 100 mares. Who can help every foal to find its mother?”
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Some envoys led the foals to look for their mothers, while others led the mares to lock for their foals... The
horses kicked and bit, causing total chaos. Mobody dared to get close to them
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could easily distinguish its mother's voice and quickly ran to her. So the pairing was easily done. Mone of them
made a mistake.
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Seeing this, the empercr smiled, “Here comes your second challenge, Look, this is a famous nine-curve bead
— the hole inside the bead has many twists and turns. Who can thread it through?”
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Every envoy took turns trying to thread the bead. Some envoys tilted their heads, some closed one eye... They
tried all the methods they could think of, sweating all the time. Yet, nobody could thread the fine soft silk thread
through the curving hole of the bead.



5, At
T. ARAE T, M
WM ERT—AEE, F
de 22 2% 3b 11 38 L6 o f
LK, LEAGSE
AL — MR LT —
g,

e

@Gn

L

Finally it was Gar Tongtsan's turn. He bent down, caught an ant from the ground, and carefully tied the thread

to the ant’s thin waist; then, he dabbed some haney at one end of the hole in the bead
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Mext, Gar Tongtsan put the ant inside the end of the hole without honey, Detecting the sweet smell of honey
at the other end, the ant hurried towards it. After a short while, the ant came out with the silk thread on the other

end of the twisting hale
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However, the emperor gave the envoys a third challenge. He announced, "Tomormow, you will find 300 young
ladies dressed in the exact same way in the great court. | will accept the marriage proposal of the envoy who can

first identify Princess Wencheng among them."
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Gar Tongtsan had never seen Princess Wencheng before, nor did he know what she looked like. He was at a
loss, That evening, he went to sesk help from the old maid who was in charge of Princess Wencheng's laundry. She

gave him a tip, "Princess Wencheng likes to apply scented cream in her hair, and the scent tends to attract bees.”
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The next day, the envoys gathered in front of the 300 young ladies who were all dressed in the exact same
way. Gar Tongtsan guickly spotted the young lady with bees buzzing around her head and announced, "This is
Princess Wencheng!” The emperor nodded with a smile.



ek B 440 0 4 F K4
Mo T LA £ RiR
W ek F & AR
o R B AR ER
Fedg, R Z2IRFELS
FrFf KL, ERMNAL
d R AR

The Tube king’s envoy had succeeded in his mission! Princess Wencheng was to be mamied to the Tubo king.
Gar Tongtsan told her, “Our king says he doesn't need any dowry from you; he hopes instead that you will bring
with you seeds of different graing and farming tools to help develop our agriculture.”
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A large army of people and horses carrying all kinds of goods finally set off with Princess Wencheng on her
long jourmey. Princess Wencheng brought along her maids and servants, musicians and craftsmen, and a lot of
books and scrolls, silk and tools among other things. They left Chang'an for the faraway land of Tubo.



