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— FOREWORD The Torchbeareron a
Lighthouse
Author / Jidi Majia
Jidi Majia

Jidi Majia is a well-known poet of
Yi ethic nationality, vice chairman
and member of the secretariat
of China Writers’ Association,
a recipient of the 2014 Mujiwa
Humanitarian Award and the
Homer Medal, the European
Award for Poetry and Art, and one
of the most influential poets of
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Once, | came across two huge paintings on canvas, Fable of the Century and
Eye in the Sky, by the Chinese artist Yaming Liu by chance. In addition to the first
overwhelming visual impression, what aslo struck me were the unspoken words
and the relationship between the individuals and the society each painting
represents. | have a special passion for art with an epic quality. | always believe that
art so great in size and so rich in meaning demands a particularly well-proportioned
relationship between the individual parts and the overall composition, which is an
exceptional challenge to the artist. At the same time, truly great art needs much
more than that. Elias Kanedi, the German writer, reiterates a truth in his exceptional
work The Mass and Rights, that only a strong and pure life can survive an existence
in which the greatest and the most insignificant lie side by side. Liu's paintings portray
an honest picture of the life of individuals and the common fate of all mankind. All
the human images in his paintings depict the worldly life of countless souls and
the mentality of many individuals. | do not intend to draw any casual conclusion
of Liu's soul-stirring art, of either the art form and style, or of the meaning behind
the images, since this could lead to harmful bias. In particular, if we interpret the
meaning only through symbols and lead everyone to take the same perspective,
it will weaken the artistic value and bring more detriment than help. Again, if we
define Liu's art style simply as a revived classical style, it is an irresponsible comment
and absolutely unacceptable. Art has never been an easy job, but there is no reason
to employ an borrowed form.The contemporary artistic ideology and the realistic
quality expressed in Liu's painting is not about technique; rather, it depicts the
courage he has as a witness of our time, and illustrates his pursuit of truth without

compromise.

In China today, we have many painters, but only a few deserve to be called true
artists. Liu is among the few artists rich enough in talent and great enough in
creativity.

Since the second half of the twentieth century, human artistic culture has given
way to consumerism and materialism. For years, we have been looking for a high
morality in art, which has been scarce; most writers and artists do not have the
sense of responsibility for and commitment to the ultimate concerns of human
beings and cultural morality. They just dwell on the trivial rather than tackling the
problems that humankind faces. Liu's creativity reassures a trust and confidence in
us the unshirkable function and committed mission of art. We all hope the artists
today can be realistic and translate life and reality into art that lights up the inner

world of all the souls living in their paintings and in our reality.
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The rule of art tells us all creation in culture has something to do with the life of the
creator. We all hope the artists today can put their feet on the land of the reality and
at the same time, they also can bring the light shining in the canopy of their artistic

life to their paintings and to the lives and souls living outside the paintings.

Liu is not the first master of light in art; the legendary Renaissance masters paved
the way and set the best examples. Even the twentieth-century surrealists created
mysterious light in their artistic language, where they blended fantasy and reality.
Among the Chinese artists, Liu has a unique understanding of using light to its best
effect. As a poet myself, | approve of the saying by the French contemporary poet
Yves Bonnefoy that light is the real guide to lead us at the final entrance. In one of
my poems, | wrote: “Light is the only existence that can bring everything back to its

very beginning.”

History has proven that many time-honored classics did not come into existence
by chance, and while the likes of Dante, Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Rafael, Goethe,
Rodin, Tolstoy, Picasso, Cezanne were inherently creative, they were also products
of their time. As the saying goes, heroes aren't born, they're made; to be a hero,
one needs challenging conditions and circumstances, and the ability to rise above.
Not long ago, | published my poem Dedlication to Viadimir Mayakovsky. It was
perhaps not coincidence that | saw Liu's massive works Fable of the Century and
Eye in the Sky at the same time. In “Dedication” | tried to bring to light a fact and
truth: the moral transmutation and the social crisis the world experienced at the
beginning of twentieth and twenty-first centuries rang the warning bell for the
future of humankind. As a matter of fact, the art of Yaming Liu echoes the voice
of my poems. We all work hard to reshape the morality and cry out for regaining
self-respect and re-establishing values. Just a few lines from Dedlication to Viadimir
Mayakovsky: On the highest mountain top, a new Noah is awaiting the arrival of
the Ark at the end of land and sea. My poems will never die; they will breathe with
heavy difficulty. | am a poet rather than a priest. It is impossible to offer an amnesty
for the sins and guilt. Poems will uphold the banner of human morality to its
highest, giving away a prolonged sound that echoes through centuries. The sound
will live forever to be a witness. | truly believe that Yaming Liu and his art will be an

unforgettable and brave witness of our times.

Feb.26th, 2017



