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Foreword

Before the government of the Republic of China renamed the municipality “Great-
er Shanghai” in the 1920s, it had been called “Songjiang Prefecture Shanghai Coun-
ty” with Shanghai as the subordinate region within Songjiang. In the 24th year of the
Kangxi Reign (1685), Customs of Jiangsu was established in Shanghai. In the 8th year
of the Yongzheng Reign (1730), the Yamen of Susong Dao was relocated to Shanghai
just as Honggiao Bridge, Chenghuang Temple and the Shiliupu area outside the city
were increasingly integrated with hundreds of surrounding businesses. After the
Nanking Treaty in 1842, the concessions were established in Shanghai. At the end of
the Qing Dynasty, Shanghai resembled an international metropolis. Within two or
three hundred years, Shanghai had gone from the “County of the Southern Wu” to
surmount Songjiang, Suzhou, Hangzhou, Nanjing and Beijing, and had turned into
a world-class city representing China’s economic, cultural and political development
in the 19th and 20th centuries. After 1958, Songjiang Prefecture counties of the Ming
and Qing Dynasties (including Songjiang, Qingpu, Nanhui, Fengxian, Chuansha
and Jinshan) were integrated into the Shanghai municipality, and Songjiang became
an ordinary county in the outer suburbs of Shanghai. Looking at Songjiang from the
downtown area, people call it “Shanghai Songjiang”. The Shanghai Songjiang Religions
in front is an example.

Shanghai developed from the ancient Songjiang region. It is often said that the
Ruins of Gangshen and Guangfulin Site show that modern Shanghai inherited the
geography, nationality and culture of the Songjiang region, and that the origin of
Shanghai can indeed be traced back to Songjiang. As a truly modern and urban form,
“Shanghai style” has integrated cultural elements from Europe and America while
also assimilating the style and sensibility of “the Jiangnan Culture”. Shanghai and
Songjiang are inseparable in geography, products, administration, family name, and
dialect, among other aspects. Not only did the local population, immigrants become
deeply influence by the local area, known as “Shanghainese”. While traditional cul-
tural forms are constantly updated in urban areas, the new modern culture naturally
radiates to the outskirts. Eventually, everyone is consciously or unconsciously assim-
ilated into the local culture.

Songjiang has made outstanding contributions to the cultural development of



Shanghai. Setting aside such outstanding figures as Dong Qichang, Xu Guangqi,
Chen Jiru and Chen Zilong. And setting aside even the abundant resources in the
land of fish and rice. Before Shanghai developed into an “international metropolis”
inhabited by both Chinese and foreigners from a variety of backgrounds, Songjiang
Prefecture had integrated various beliefs of Jiangnan and from many other parts of
the country during the Song and Yuan Dynasties. With grand, metropolitan temples,
palaces and churches, the buildings, halls, towers, temples, pavilions and bridg-
es, the boundary and scale of Songjiang once exceeded that of Shanghai County.
Songjiang’s religious and cultural heritage first fully materialized when Buddhism
found a home here during the Tang and Song Dynasties, and Christian missionaries
first arrived during the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Islam was less influential in the
Jiangnan region but appeared in Songjiang during the Yuan Dynasty. Songjiang is a
rare suburb of Shanghai with a range of five religions including Buddhism, Taoism,
Islam, Catholicism and Protestant Christianity. With the exception of Christianity
which was introduced only after the Opium War, the other four religions all left their
central temples in Songjiang during ancient times.

During the Yuan Dynasty, the Songjiang Mosque was the only garden temple
in Jiangnan. Sacred Heart Church of Qiujiawan is a city church founded by Xu
Guanggqi’s granddaughter Candida. It combines Chinese and western elements, and
became famous in Rome and Europe in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasties. It
is said that the famous Xilin Temple was built in the Tang Dynasty and successively
rebuilt during the Southern Song and Ming Dynasties; Songjiang Changchun mon-
astery which was dismantled after the “Cultural Revolution”, was the first temple of
Quanzhen Taoism in the Jiangnan area and once hosted Zhao Mengfu for training.
Songjiang was once full of natural treasures and outstanding people, evident in its
rich tapestry of religious traditions. Modern Shanghainese might be further dis-
cerned and appreciated by the countless ancient temples, great scholarship and emi-
nent monks recorded in its current and historical maps, calligraphy and paintings.

Walking out of Shanghai city and stepping into Songjiang, the origins of Shanghai
culture are on full display. In contrast to ancient times, Songjiang is the root of Shang-
hai culture; based on the present, it is clear that Shanghai is an extraordinary model
of Jiangnan culture. Here, the intersection of “Shanghai style culture” and “Jiangnan
culture” might be fully appreciated by taking a stroll or riding public transport be-
tween the old city, peaks and lakes with the Shanghai Songjiang Religions.
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