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Cao Chong Weighed an Elephant

L |
H ¥
R

AR
WRER
EEERE
SRR

AAsHESHESE
SHEHRNERE

kW
fela T

[ & ] Norman Pritehord

it H g
o
i R
i B RETIE
e R
L 18115
ARk

LUE S S

iR

JLF T PR T A 24 % BEBERET 100037
[010) G2IRIKZZ  GHOOH0S0  ARUMGEIS
[O10 ) 38415258 ( 247880

J=yndi |63 oo

hitpeiizhe beipg.org.cn
S S b A RS

EIREEY

T&Torn = 1092mm 1712 = - I

4

2006 5 12 19 1 8 2007 4F 12 A5 3 DCEIR

¥

ISHN 9TE-T-5054-3H89-7

1680 %

KRR

HEDE 5 - iR BER



ZHMEE, ZESRELER-FZRE. R
L ERAFMNG b ERAE, AR THEREER
a5, HAEFRGILT, £ TP,

In the period of the Three Kingdoms, Sun Quan of the Wu Kingdom once gave Cao Cao an elephant as a

present. On hearing this, Cao Cao and his top officials were so happy that they all went cutside to lock at it.
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Wow! The elephant was so huge! The four legs alone were as thick as the pillars of a palace. Despite its size,

the elephant was quite tame.



! XA REHK
), WERBEXERE
BFHLm, AAEKE
By AT AR A, IR 4
AfgEmfe, BpAE X
gAEk—i, RiH
BeF| e oy A R

Wanting to see how big the elephant was, Cao Chong got very close to it, only to find that he could barely
reach up to the elephant's belly.
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On seeing this, Cao Cao said to everyone, | wonder haw much this huge elephant weighs. Does anyone have
any idea how to weigh it?”



“How can we weigh a thing this big?" All the civil and military officials started to talk to each other, searching

foran idea.
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Sameone said, “We can only weigh it if we build a huge set of scales.” But imagine how big that set of scales

would have to be! And even with such scales, it would be impossible to weigh a living elephant on them!
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A general spoke in a gruff voice, “This is easy! We anly have to kill it, cut it up, and then weigh the pieces ane

by one.”
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On hearing this, everyone burst into laughter, Why would anyone kill an elephant just to have it weighed!
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Mo one else could figure out a better idea. The civil and military officials all hung their heads in shame and
stopped talking.
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Just then, Cao Chong walked in front of everybody and said, ¥| have a solution to weigh the elephant properly.”



-n-—:

::UI ‘J :h-]ills

W

\ﬁ"
0. 5.

’ _.i;- ri.l
&t a‘.‘ﬂ“. -

i

Sesing that it was his beloved son Cao Chong, Cao Cao pretended to be angry, and said, “"No one in my court
can figure out how to weigh an elephant. 5o how can you, a mere child, solve this problem?”
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Cao Chong then whispered something into Cao Cao's ears that made Cao Cao smile. Cao Cao immediately

told everyone, “Follow mel Let’s go to the riverside and watch this elephant being weighed!”
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A big boat was moored in the river. Cao Chong asked someone to lead the elephant anto the boat. The ele-
phant was so heavy! The moment it got onto the boat, the boat went down a lot.
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When the boat stopped rocking, Cao Chong cut a mark along the waterline on the side of the boat with a
small dagger. Then he asked sormeone to lead the elephant back onto the bank.
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Everybody watched with their eyes wide open, but nabody had the slightest clue what was going on



