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About one thousand years ago, in a village in Fujian Province in Southeast China, it often happened that
children who went to collect firewood in the mountain never came back.
Although the people didn't know it at the time, it was a big snake that caused the harm.
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A witch in the village saw an cpportunity and spread a rumor that the big snake was actually a demon that
threatened ta eat up all the children in the village and could only be pacified if he was given a twelve- or thirteen-
year-old girl every year as his wife.
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The village head believed in the witch and ordered the villagers to send a young girl to the snake demon every
ALgust.
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Rich families still had the option to bribe the village head and buy young girls from poor families in exchange

for their ovwn, while the poor had no chaice but to watch their own die
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The witch and the village head had a secret deal, On the "wedding day” of the deman, the witch would be the
master of ceremonies, She would make all kinds of scary gestures and defraud the villagers of their money. When the
ceremony was over, she would split the money with the village head and leave the girl at the snake pit to be eaten.
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Soon came another August. This time it was Li Dan's turn to turn in his daughter. He was a father of six daugh-

tars, the youngest named Li Ji and just turning twelve that year
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How could the loving parents have the heart to send the lovely Li Ji to the deman! But the poor family didn't

have any money to save her life. They were weeping in despar.
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Suddenly Li Ji said to them, "Dad, Mom, dear sisters, don't be so sad. I'm willing to face the snake demaon.”
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After the ceremony, only Li Ji and the three dogs were left at the snake pit. Just before sunset, Li Ji tock out all
the pancakes from the basket and put them at the entrance of the snake pit as bait for the snake. She also called
together the three dogs.
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suddenly commanded the three dogs t

Soon the big snake came out of its pit and wasted ne time in wolfing down all the pancakes when Li Ji
to attack the snake.
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While the snake was busy fighting off the three dogs, |

bahind and cut off its head

Ji took out her sword, approached the snake from
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