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Preface

Preface

Chinese public health offers unique opportunities and
challenges to HIV epidemic control. The relatively late
expansion of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in China as compared
to African countries offered an intervention window, and
Prof. Jiatong Zhuo was one of the first to exploit this
opportunity to both increase recognition of HIV as a public
health problem and to implement prevention and control
strategies. He used HIV/AIDS health education strategies
tailored to rural communities including events in the night to
inform rural residents and farmers in Guangxi.

Indeed, his exposure to HIV control initiatives in the
U. S. A. during the Advanced Applied Epidemiology training in
1994 and the 1997 Humphrey Fellowship at the U. S. A. CDC
and the Emory University that helped Prof. Zhuo move ahead
of his Chinese colleagues in exploring intervention opportunities

in Guangxi Province. It was in this context that had the
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opportunity to interact with Prof. Zhuo in the late 1990s.

Guangxi province had higher risk for HIV transmission
than most other Provinces in China, and Prof. Zhou's early
work focused on elevating the evidence base, highlighting

the risk of injecting needle related transmission of HIV and

HBV and engaging counties on prevention strategies. He
knew from his polio and measles work that health care
workers were the key to any prevention strategies and Prof
Zhuo embarked on a staggered training program for the
entire province to expose health care professionals to state of
the art concepts on HIV control.
Fully taking local socioeconomic development in to

consideration, Prof. Zhuo successfully applied the principles
of epidemiology and public health policy and management to
navigate HIV control efforts in the region.

This book
consolidates current scientific information as relevant to his

target audience and will help public health professionals to

uptake and respond to the challenges of HIV control.
congratulate him on the publication.

I

Prof. Shahul H. Ebrahim, MD, MSc, PhD

Centers for Disease Control and prevention, U. S. A
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