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The Sky-patching Goddess
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Millions of years ago, there were no men on the earth, Cnly birds, beasts, fishes, and bugs lived in the
mountains and forests,
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One day, while the goddess Mlwa was sitting by the river after washing her face and combing her hair, she
took some clay from the ground and molded a small figure like herself.
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She put the figure on the ground and gave him life. The little figure immediately started playing with her and
speaking to her. Miwa liked him very much and took good care of him like a mother
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He grew up day by day, but there was no friend to talk to or play with. He could only watch the animals play
with each other.
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Sympathizing with his loneliness, Niwa made more figures; some were boys, some girls. Now they could enjoy

playing together,
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When they grew up, they bore children and freed Niwa from making more figures, Gradually they also learmned
how to raise crops, build homes, and make cloth. They lived happily.



TRAE—R,— R EEREIEANR,
KAl T Ao KAPILAER AT T AL R, 28R KA
W, f— R KGR A, —kiEH
HEMHFR L.

But one day the human world was striken by a sudden catastrophe. Gong Gong the Chinese god of water and
Zhu Rong the Chinese god of fire had a fight.



n the end the water god was defeated. Ashamed and enraged, he smashed his head against Mount Buzhou,

one of the pillars supporting the sky.
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He smashed so hard that the mountain collapsed. With one of its pillars missing, the sky now had a massive
hale. In the sky there was the River of Heaven, whose water began flowing out of the hole and flooding the earth.
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Crops, houses, and livestock were all destroyed, The humans wanted to run up the mountains to stay away
from the flood, only to find the mountains were all on fire because of erupting volcanoes. They had ne place to go.
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Worse still, an evil dragon came to attack and eat them,



I emid s, W
MAE AR, Bk
ITRER, LiLAM
0% B N T

When Miwa became aware of their sufferings, she helped them to kill the dragon with clubs and stones and to
put out the fire with water.
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But that was not the end of the catastrophe: water was still pouring down from the hole in the sky. Pitying the

hurmans, Niwa decided to patch up the sky.
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Miwa asked the humans to gather stones of all sizes and tons of firewood.
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She then started burning the firewood to melt the stones. She worked day and night.
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After being on fire for 81 days, the stones turned into five-colored stones,




