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Lesson I Newspaper'

Reading Guidance

“A good newspaper, I suppose, is a nation talking to itself,”
mused Arthur Miller in 1961. At their best, newspapers hold
governments and companies to account. They usually set the news agenda
Jor the rest of the media. But in the rich world newspapers are now an

endangered species. The most useful bit of the media ts disappearing.

Who Killed the Newspaper?

Of all the “old” media, newspapers have the most to lose from
the Internet. Circulation has been falling in America, Western Europe,
Latin America, Australia and New Zealand for decades ( elsewhere,
sales are rising) . But in the past few years the web has hastened the
decline. In his book The Vanishing Newspaper, Philip Meyer calculates
that the first quarter of 2043 will be the moment when newsprint dies in
America as the last exhausted reader tosses aside the last crumpled
edition. That sort of extrapolation would have produced a harrumph from
a Beaverbrook® or a Hearst’, but even the most cynical news baron
could not dismiss the way that ever more young people are getting their
news online.

Advertising is following readers out of the door. The rush is almost
unseemly, largely because the Internet is aseductive medium that

supposedly matches buyers with sellers and proves to advertisers that
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their money is well spent. Classified ads, in particular, are quickly
shifting online.

Newspapers have not yet started to shut down in large numbers,
but it is only a matter of time. Over the next few decades half the rich
world’s general papers may fold. Jobs are already disappearing.

Having ignored reality for years, newspapers are at last doing
something. In order to cut costs, they are already spending less on
journalism. Many are also trying to attract younger readers by shifting
the mix of their stories towards entertainment, lifestyle and subjects
that may seem more relevant to people’s daily lives than international
affairs and politics are. They are trying to create new businesses on-line
and off-line. And they are investing in free daily papers, which do not
use up any of their meagre editorial resources on uncovering political
corruption or corporate fraud. So far, this fit of activity looks unlikely
to save many of them. Even if it does, it bodes ill for the public role of
the Fourth Estate’.

In future, as newspapers fade and change, will politicians
therefore burgle their opponents’ offices with impunity, and corporate
villains whoop as they trample over their victims? Journalism schools
and think-tanks, especially in America, are worried about the effect
of a crumbling Fourth Estate. Are today’s news organizations “up to the
task of sustaining the informed citizenry on which democracy depends?”
asked a recent report about newspapers from the Carnegie Corporation
of New York, a charitable research foundation.

Nobody should relish the demise of once-great titles. But the
decline of newspapers will not be as harmful to society as some
fear. Democracy, remember, has already survived the huge television-

led decline in circulation since the 1950s. It has survived as readers
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have shunned papers and papers have shunned what was in stuffier
times thought of as serious news. And it will surely survive the decline
to come.

The usefulness of the press goes much wider than investigating
abuses or even spreading general news; it lies in holding governments
to account—trying them in the court of public opinion. The Internet has
expanded this court. Anyone looking for information has never been
better equipped. People no longer have to trust a handful of national
papers or, worse, their local city paper. News-aggregation sites such
as Google News draw together sources from around the world. The
website of Britain’s Guardian now has nearly half as many readers in
America as it does at home.

In addition, a new force of “citizen” journalists and bloggers
isitching to hold politicians to account. The web has opened the closed
world of professional editors and reporters to anyone with a keyboard
and an Internet connection. Several companies have been chastened by
amateur postings—of flames erupting from Dell’s laptops or of cable-TV
repairmen asleep on the sofa. Each blogger is capable of bias and
slander, but, taken as a group, bloggers offer the searcher-after-truth
boundless material to chew over. Of course, the Internet panders to
closed minds; but so has much of the press.

In future, argues Carnegie’, some high-quality journalism will
also be backed by non-profit organizations. An elite group of serious
newspapers available everywhere online, independent journalism
backed by charities, thousands of fired-up bloggers and well-informed
citizen journalists; there is every sign that Arthur Miller’s national

conversation will be louder than ever.
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Notes

1. This text is taken from The Economist.

2. Arthur Asher Miller (1915 —2005) was a prolific American
playwright, essayist, and prominent figure in twentieth-century
American theatre. Among his most popular plays are All My Sons
(1947), Death of a Salesman (1949), The Crucible (1953) and A
View from the Bridge (1955, revised 1956 ) . During his time, he
was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Drama.

3. Beaverbrook ; British newspaper publisher and politician ( born
in Canada) ; confidant of Winston Churchill (1879 —1964) .

4. Hearst: United States newspaper publisher whose introduction
of large headlines and sensational reporting changed American
journalism (1863 - 1951) .

5. the Fourth Estate: 55 D488, MAREE MBI, =5 WALT),
I #5317

6. Dale Carnegie ( 1888 — 1955) was an American writer and
lecturer and the developer of famous courses in self-improvement,
salesmanship, corporate training, public speaking, and interpersonal
skills. He was the author of How to Win Friends and Influence People
(1936), a bestseller that remains popular today.

Words and Expressions

1. circulation [ sotkju'leifon ] n.the dissemination of copies of
periodicals ( as newspapers or magazines ) ; movement through a
circuit; especially the movement of blood through the heart and blood
vessels; number of copies of a newspaper or magazine that are sold Jii
W, E#; G3; K 47: The Daily News once had the highest
circulation of any daily in the country. {4 H#F ) W &kITHE

4.
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2. toss aside; throw away 5%%; & A% : His promotion to an
executive manager made him toss aside all his care. i T} HITELZ
IS, {ERA RBUEARILIT T .

3. crumple [ ' krampl ] . become wrinkled or crumpled or
creased; fold or collapse F54; #AT4%; {3#}: Crumple a few sheets
into balls and place them in with piles of kindling. ¥R 45554544 i Bk
R, FEEAIFE ST

4. extrapolation [ ek 'streepa'leifon ] n. an inference about the
future (or about some hypothetical situation) based on known facts
and observations #E W, #EZ%I, #EM: Nobody really knows how to
make that extrapolation. V&G A B 1E 118 [ 454,

5. harrumph [ ha'ramf] n. groaning P75 ; & H . The response
of government officials on nearby Jersey can best be summarized as
“harrumph” . X T4RUTAYFEPY 5 E LR, SRR A
ZULR

6. baron ['beeran] n. a nobleman of varying rank; a very wealthy
or powerful businessman; a British peer of the lowest rank K% ; H
3k; B BE%. The currency exchange is run by a heroin baron. 43 i,
B s R F 28 .

7. seductive [ si'daktiv] adj. tending to entice into a desired
action or state & J7 9 MEAET; 51 AEEAY: There was a very
seductive singer who lured every men and even kissed Lucius Malfoy!
TRILA — (AR F PR AT, W AESR 7 E A 15
B, AW T e - BRE!

8. meagre ['miiga] adj. deficient in amount or quality or extent
W= W); FU55/); JERY: The rations that they gave us were meagre
and inadequate. flifi]Z5FATHIRCLS HARD, JEABHY,



& - XFESHERIELE----¢

9. editorial ['edi'tomrial ] adj. relating to or characteristic of an
editor; of or relating to an article stating opinions or giving perspectives
i n); #1188 ; n. an article giving opinions or perspectives #1714 :
Examine not only demographics and geographic areas, but also
programming or editorial style. A~{Z A A A1 PR X Ja, 1 HL
B BB B XA

10. corruption [ ko 'rapfon] n.use of a position of trust for
dishonest gain; in a state of progressive putrefaction #7755, JE&M; Bf
7% . The people all over the country were repulsed by the political
corruption. 42 [E A RO FFEGE b I WO GBI S gk

11. fraud [ fro:d] n. intentional deception resulting in injury to
another person; a person who makes deceitful pretenses; deliberate
trickery intended to gain an advantage #X9%; 9% T; Hiif: So what
should you do if you think you have been a victim of fraud? A4, 4N
RIRINK A CC R TIRVER ZFH, Riztgft 4

12. bode [boud] v. indicate by signs fii7x; A« 1 JK 3k .
These reasons have nothing to do with the man you’re marrying, and
they bode for an unhappy future, a future where you’ll be only half
alive. XLEJHNERFIVREIL IR B NZ TR AR, 0 HENHUR
AR— D PURTTHT . BEE IR AR R

13. burgle [ 'boigl ] v. commit a burglary; enter and rob a
dwelling fA7%7 ; A% 1¥%5%7: If someone tries to burgle your laptop, he
or she will have to enter a password. {15AH MR E 57 R ZE LA
O, At Bt 25 A — >

14. impunity [ im'pjuinati] n. exemption from punishment or loss
ANZHET]; JoH . There needs to be an absolute end to an era of
impunity for political assassinations in Lebanon. 7£%Z 4T BUE HI
AT ] EASSZFEST A I AR T4 7
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15. villain ['vilon] n. a wicked or evil person; the principle bad
character in a film or work of fiction ¥8 A, &, B, /Mty
J e, : 1 left the room, feeling like a villain and a murderer. 3,
BT T i), s R — AR — R AL

16. whoop [huip, hwuip] v. shout, as if with joy or enthusiasm;
cough spasmodically PYUF; M . She whoops with delight at a promise
of money. fl— Ny 24 i 25 It QAL 5 SR SRR R

17. trample [ 'treempl | v. tread or stomp heavily or roughly;
deliberately ignore [ J%; B ¥8; JCAH: They don’t want people
trampling the grass, pitching tents or building fires. i IAZEEAA]
PRESFERE . SRR K

18. think-tank : a group of experts who are gathered together by an
organization, especially by a government, to consider various
problems and try and work out ways to solve them ( JLISBURFY) &
# Hl; % FE: The persons interviewed were think-tank experts,
officials, businessmen and women, journalists, cultural and religious
leaders. XELZ I NOFERRA LK, BUNE R . A, #riHE
MOl ST A o7 2l

19. citizenry [ 'sitizonri ] n. the body of citizens of a state or
country T ; /A : Constitutions are not always fully understood or
effectively used by the citizenry, he added. fiiiii, 2% A B AHESE
P, WARRA RGBT,

20. relish [ 'relif ] wv. derive or receive pleasure from; get
enjoyment from; take pleasure in £ 5%; fhbf; 3= % 1 relish the
challenge of doing jobs that others turn down. F& = 0Bk % 51 A5 4o 4%
1 TAE

21. demise [ di'maiz]| n. the time when something ends ZET7; %
1l He was captured and executed shortly after her demise. 7E{hAET™

.7 .



