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Publication Notices

It took me rather some thoughts to name this book. Eventually, the name of Yutang Qingwan came into my mind
after I combined the features of collections and my personal understandings.

If we translate character by character, Yutang means hall of jade. Qingwan means elegant gadget. In Chinese
culture, Yutang represents place of fame and knowledge.

Is.

Dating back to Han Dynasty (201BC-263), Yutang was the name of governmental officials. Yang Xiong (53BC—
18), famous scholar and poet of the Han Dynasty, used the phrase "enter Yutang" to refer to making a success in
one's political life. When it came to the Song Dynasty (960-1279), Yutang became the nickname of Secretariat

of the emperors. Zhao Guangyi (939-997), the second emperor of Song Dynasty, named Department of Scholars

"Place of Yutang". Later, during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), scholars including Song Lian (1310-1381) and

Xia Chang (1388-1470) had left seals with characters of Yutang. All these facts above showed that Yutang had
been an extremely important notion among scholars and upper classes in Chinese history.
The censer with handles in halberd shape printed on the cover of this book came from the descendants of a
general of Ming Dynasty. We believe that people started to engrave Chinese characters of Yutang on gadgets in
Ming Dynasty. This tradition had been keeping forward until Qing Dynasty (1644-1912), China's last imperial
dynasty.
Copper censer is gadget that Chinese ancestors used to burn incenses. Materials of censers developed from
bronze in Han Dynasty, alloy copper in Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) to brass in Ming and Qing dynasties. The
function of censers, however, seldom changed. While general aesthetics changed and smelting techniques
developed, the looks of censers were different dynasty by dynasty. Some people were fond of traditional style, so
there were vintage censers. Some people loved new trends, so we could see innovative censers. Every censer is
engraved with the characteristics of the era it was made.
The name of Yutang Qingwan reflects ancient Chinese's respects to scholars and also illustrates their attitudes
toward life and aesthetics. Therefore, I borrowed Yutang Qingwan as the name of this book.

Xie Mingyu

August, 2017
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Boshan Censer

Height: 13.5cm

Age: Han Dynasty (201BC-263)

Source: Auction

A famous handicraftsman in Luoyang cast a golden Boshan mountain. Beautiful
fairies were holding hands on it. By Bao Zhao (414-466)

Boshan censer is made of bronze. It appears as a traditional censer from the Han
and Jin dynasties (201BC-420). It is similar to a bronze dou (a ritual food vessel) with
a tapering and tall lid. The name of Boshan came from its similarity to legendary
mountain of Boshan, where immortal creatures live. The censer is exquisitely made.
The mountain figures appear layer by layer, while the tides below are fierce. With time
as the engraving knife, its surface is scattered with red and green oxidation spots. The
body, lid and stand combined together naturally, forming a completely rare censer
from Han Dynasty.

As the Han poem goes: “Bronze censers are as magnificent as mountains. Their
tops are like pines, while the bottoms are on copper stands. The handicrafts are so
exquisite that anyone who can make bronze censers could be named as top master.
When we burn incenses in them, green smokes are flying around them. No one could
resist complementing this gadget.” As an important part of the Han Dynasty culture,
the censer is now priceless.
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Bronze Censer with Daylily Patterns

Height: 6.5 cm

Age: Tang Dynasty (618-907)

Source: Auction

While the censer is surrounded by incense smokes, thick or thin, feels like
people never grow old. By Chen Guan(1057-1124)

The bronze censer is shaped as a round tripod. Its body is full and round.
A straight mouth and round belly stand on three animal-like legs. It is fully
engraved with roe and daylily patterns. The censer appears in a simple style
with rhythmic patterns.
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Gilt Copper Incense Box with Mandarin Duck Patterns

Height: 4.5cm  Diameter: 7.3 cm

Age: Tang Dynasty (618-907)

| could die for staying with my loved one. | shall never envy immortal lives if |
could be with love. By Lu Zhaolin (636-680)

The incense box forms a regular circle. The outer parts are fully engraved with
patterns. The background pattern is roe, while the lid is engraved with two
mandarin ducks, swimming. The two ducks look at each other with romantic eye
contacts.

In ancient China, reading or playing instruments are not the only occasion people
would burn incenses. They also use incenses in boudoirs. An incense box with
mandarin duck patterns is considered as a gadget of boudoirs. Mandarin duck is
a symbol of happy marriage, beholding girls’ expectations toward love and happy
life.

The importance of incense boxes is no less than censers. An incense box is both a
holder of incenses and an exquisite gadget that people could hold in hand.

012







FREER

m35EXk EHE34EX

FR: B

SRR MR BT

BEME, BEKE, BEFHERE. —R HR (BEFS TEME)

EFREHEY, RELER. KRFKR, BEXRE, M2 OARRIMYE
B —EIFERPEINE, FOCRIE, BEIA.
ERARRETHLETE, BEFETEL CTERITERELR,
EERRTER.

Bronze Incense Plate

Height:3.5cm  Diameter: 34 cm

Age: Tang Dynasty (618-907)

Source: Antique Shop

Fragrances come from exquisitely carved incense plates, while coldness bursts
from ice sticks. The room is filled with special atmosphere. By Su Shi (1037-
1101)

The plate appears in a simple shape with no patterns on it. The bottom is
plain and the whole plate is heavy. There is a slight arc at the mouth of the
plate, forming like lady’s waist.

Incense plate is a necessity in incense burning procedure. We can either place
a burner on the plate or put incenses directly on it.
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