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Biography

Professor Zhong Xinming was born in Nanning, Guangxi Province in 1935. Zhong Xinming
began his music education at Southern Arts College in Guangzhou (which was later merged into
Mid—South Music College in Wuhan in 1935) in 1951. He studied composition and graduated in
1956. He went to Central Conservatory in Tianjin and attended the class of Balanchiv who was the
former Soviet Union choir conductor and solfeggio expert; and Alapov’s composition class. He was
admitted in the master—class of orchestra conducting in Shanghai Conservatory of Music at same
year, and studied with the well-known Russia conductor S.G. Dyligiev. Zhong Xinming is a pro-
fessor at Wuhan Conservatory of Music nowadays.

During his long teaching career, he has focused on the teaching of composition and conduct-
ing, his students spread over the world and most of them have become the main force of musical
activities.

Zhong is one of the most productive symphonic composers and dynamic conductors in China.
He has composed a number of works, including Reservoir Capriccio for Symphony Orchestra, An
Exhibition, The Picture of Yangtze River——Symphonic Suite (prize —winning work in the First

China National Symphonic Works Competition), The First Symphony (Chime Bells), The Second

Symphony Dedicated to the Pioneers of Civilization (prize—winning work in the Second China

National Symphonic Works Competition), Celebration Overture (prize—winning work in China Na-
Beautiful is My

Homeland, Preludes Symphonic Poem “1997” (prize—winning work in the Chinese Collection of

tional Black Dragon Cup for Orchestra Works Competition), Violin Concerto

Music Works for Celebration of Hong Kong’s return to the motherland held by Ministry of Cul-
For Qudi of China and

Symphony Orchestra. His compositions emphasize on exploring the immanent expression of music

ture of the People’s Republic of China), Symphonic Concerto

on the basis of tradition. Zhong is skilled in various contemporary techniques and his works are full
of power and grandeur.

The concert exclusively devoted to Zhong Xinming’s symphonic works was successfully per-
formed in Beijing Concert Hall in 1989. The concert was live broadcast in multi-languages to the

Dedicated to the Pioneers of Civilization realized its first

whole world. His Second Symphony
overseas performance by a Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra in Japan, conducted by Yuan Fang in
1991. The Symphonic works were met with warm admiration.

Besides composition, as a orchestral conductor full of passion, Zhong Xinming has been the



principal conductor of the symphony orchestra of Wuhan Conservatory of music for nearly 40 years.
He has worked with numerous domestic and international musicians. He was also the guest con-
ductor of Central Philharmonic Orchestra, Shanghai Symphony Orchestra, Shanghai Film Orches-
tra and Wuhan Symphony Orchestra, etc. He was awarded the Artist Star Prize by Hubei Province
as an acknowledgement of his creative achievements in music career. He also enjoys the special al-

lowance from the State Council of the People’s Republic of China. He was awarded the Fourth
Golden Chime Bell Prize for his lifelong contribution to music in 2011.
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Violin Concerto
The Second Symphony —Dedicated to the Pioneers of Civilization

This is a single movement symphony. Prof. Zhong Xinming composed it in Wuhan in the summer
of 1988, and finished the whole symphony in winter. He conducted the premier performance with
Wuhan Symphony Orchestra in Wuhan in October, 1989, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Peo—
ple’s Republic of China. In Dec.13, 1989, Prof. Zhong Xinming’s symphonic composition concert
premiered by Central Philharmonic Orchestra in Beijing Concert Hall, with Maestro Han Zhongjie be—
ing the conductor.

The composition of this symphony took a long time. When the National Culture Revolution move—
ment stopped in 1976, Prof. Zhong intended to compose an orchestral music based upon the events of
1976. For this reason, Prof. Zhong went to northern part of China to make many interviews for the com—
position. Then he came back to the mountain areas of western part of Hubei Province, like Zigui
County, Xingshan County, and Shennongjia District, where he collected a lot of musical materials for
the symphony. Because of his former successful compositions, like The first symphony, The first violin
concerto, and his intensive studies on the contemporary compositional techniques, Prof. Zhong recov—
ered and expanded his compositional capabilities. All of these made the solid foundation of this sym-
phony.

As this symphony was dedicated to  “the pioneers of civilization”, the composer explained that as
follows: a path explored by the pioneers, a path hard to go, and a path leading to devotion. The pioneers
are the totem of truth, wisdom, power, and imagination. They advance dauntlessly in wave upon wave,
have fought and laid down their lives for the cause of mankind civilization and the wonderful world.
They will continue to explore a more brilliant future for the mankind. The truth will defeat falsehood,
and the light will vanquish the darkness.®

The symphony is a sonata form without recapitulation and no separations of the movements. The
music flows smoothly without any stop.

The key material of this symphony originated from the “triple notes song” from western part of
Hubei Province. The character of this tune is a king fo continuous minor third, like B—D—F. In early
1960’s, he has been collecting this musical materials for The Picture of Yangtze River——Symphonic
Suite. Prof. Zhong found this ancient tune in some field folk songs in Zigui County, where the great an—
cient poet QuYuan’s hometown located. The mournful mountain tune (the first phrase of the folk song)

gave him a deep impression that occupied in his mind for a long time. Apparently, this tune reflected

® HUANGZHONG (Journal of Wuhan Conservatory of Music), page 34, volume 1, 1991
and the programme of Zhong Xinming Symphonic Works Concert.



the ancient time of three thousand years ago when Chu civilization existed. The culture spirit of this
ancient tune coincided with the content of the symphony and became the major motif which ran through
the whole symphony.

There are three major themes in this symphony.

1.Prelude and the first theme: taking the motif based upon the “triple notes song”, creating with
free twelve—tone technique, and full of deep, serious and philosophic character.

2.The second theme: using lyrical pentatonic melody line to describe the beauty of hope and fu—
ture.

3.The inserted theme in the development section: the clear melody with big leaping intervals
shows a positive energy. When the strings play the theme again, it becomes grand and broad.

The three major themes appeared together when the final climax arrives; they make the conflict at
the most dramatic way.

Prof. Zhong Xinming never restricts himself on single compositional technique, but is open to var—
ious compositional skills and styles. The traditional composition technique, compound functions of har—
mony, pan—tonality, poly—tonality, clusters, free twelve—tone and serial music are performed properly.
He utilizes these compositional devices properly and in balance. These techniques enriche the music
and make the symphony powerful and emotionally moving. It’s regarded as a symphony combined with

strength and beauty.

Wang Anguo
Cited from The Dictionary of Modern Music Appreciation edited by Luo Zhongrong

Translated by Dr. Zhou Jin
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The Cast of the Orchestra
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K Piccolo Picc.
2 Ky 2 Flauti F1.
2 WEHE 2 Oboi Ob.
] Corno Inglese Ing.
2 M (6B) 2 Clarinetti (Bb) Cl.
&5 psEe (bB) Clarinetto Basso (Bb) B.Cl.
2 KA 2 Fagotti Fag.
=N Contrafagotto C.Fag.
4 A5 (F) 4 Corni (F) Cor.
3 /NE (bB) 3 Trombe (BP) Tr—be.
3 K= 3 Tromboni Trb.
= Tuba Tub.
TEH Timpani Timp.
TN Tamburo T—ro.
7 Piatti Piat.
N EoN Triangolo Tr—lo.
REG Cassa
N Tam—tam Tam.
KE Silofono Sil.
iESS Campanelli Campli.
e Arpa Arp.
WE Piano Pf.
H—/NMEE Violini T (16—20) Vin. I
B UNMREE Violini I (14—18) Vin. 11
BRET e Viole (12—16) Vle.
KiEF Violoncelli (10—14) Ve.

RERE Contrabassi (8—12) Chb.
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