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In ancient times, there was a master carpenter named Lu Ban. He heard that West Lake in Hangzhou was

famous for its beautiful scenery, so he went there with his sister for a visit.
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Walking on the Su Causeway and looking over to the other side of the lake, one could see a picturesque scene
with green willow trees interspersed with pink peach trees in full bloom. Lu Ban and his sister were having a good
time admiring the scenery and talking to each other merrily.
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Suddenly some dark clouds appeared and it started raining. Lu Ban and his sister had to seek shelter under a

tree, but soon they got wet all over
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Back at the inn, the brother and the sister were both upset. Why not think of a way to protect West Lake
tourists from the rain? The clever sister proposed, “Brother, let's have a competition and see who can figure out
a way to help people enjoy West Lake when it rains. What do you think?” Lu Ban certainly did not want to appear
wealk in front of his sister, so he accepted her idea and said, "Sure, let’'s cornpeta!l What are the rules?
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The sister said, “Brother, we’ll just wark on our own to make something that can keep the rain off. It has to be
completed by the first rooster crow tomorrow maorning. How about it?

"Sounds good!” Lu Ban agreed. That was the deal.
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The moon rose and |it up the yard with its glow.
Lu Ban went out for some wood. When he came back with it, he used his carpenter plane to make the wood
smooth and then carved patterns of flowers and birds on it. The wood was then painted red and made into four pillars.
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He took the pillars to the lakeside and erected them there. He then added a roof with four cornices and
adorned them with four jingling brass bells. And there it was — a beautiful square pavilion!

Admiring the pavilion and proud of his work, Lu Ban thought, "The pavilion can protect peaple from both the
sun and the rain, What a nice place! My sister is bound to lose.”
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Back at the inn, Lu Ban saw the light still on in his sister's room, but everything was qguiet. He thought, “My
sister must be lazy and hasn't started yet. Let me take this chance to build more pavilions so there will be no way

the can be the winner tomorrow morning!”
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The moon rose higher,
Lu Ban came back to the lakeside and erected anather six red pillars. He then added a roof with six cornices
and six jingling brass bells. And there it was — a beautiful hexaganal pavilion



EHESIFSATUE, LR EEER
WA SAE, EAEFTHAL—EEFA,

TA, el @G, T Hilid
MEF, AEEANRMESGH, BEAR T
ETE” wméhaAs, ERT—BEANAF,

When he was done with the second pavilion, Lu Ban went back to the inn to check on his sister. Still it was all

quiet, Once again he came back to the lakeside and erected eight red pillars, added a roof with eight cornices and
eight jingling brass bells to form an octagonal pavilion.
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In a matter of one night, Lu Ban built nine pavilions in different styles on the lakeside.



Daotting the groves and the lake water, the nine pavilions added to the beauty of
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As Lu Ban was working on the tenth pavilion, he heard a rooster crow.

It turned out to be his sister who came up behind him and made the crowing noise. What a naughty girl!
“Brother, look at you, all sweating! Do stop the work and take a rest.” She said merrily
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Lu Ban intended to make the tenth pavilion a nenagonal one, But he had to stop at the rooster crow, when he
had just finished the first three cornices.
loday, one can still see this special triangular pavilion standing on the Zigzag Bridge.
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Lu Ban showed his sister each of the ten pavilions he had built. Under beams of the marning sun, the pavilions
looked so beautiful. Lu Ban asked, “Sister, where's your work?"



The sister said confidently, "Brather, just wait for a mament.” And she ran towards the inn.



