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Confucius' ancestors were members of the nobility in the State of Song. When the state fell into turmaoil,
his ancestors fled to the State of Lu, and the fortunes of the family gradually declined. Shu-liang He, father of

Confucius, was only an ordinary military officer. He was known for his mighty strength which eamed him merit for

deads of valour in battles.




Shu-liang He had % daughters and a disabled son. His biggest wish was to have a healthy son. 5o he took
another wife, a young girl called Yan Zhengzai. They often went to the Migiu Hill to pray. Finally Yan gave birth to a
baby boy. They named him Kong Qiu with a courtesy name Zhongni. This boy was later known as Confucius.




Unfortunately, when Confucius was three, his father died. Little Confucius and his mother moved from Zouyi

to Qulu, the capital of the State of Lu. He didn't have any other toys but some small bowls and dishes. His favorite

game was to arrange these bowls and dishes, mimicking the adults performing ritual ceremonies.




Because of poverty, Confucius had to do all kinds of laboring work, which in turn taught him a great many
skills. Confucius was very ambitious. At the age of 15, he set himself the lofty goal of becoming a man of wisdom.




When Confucius was 17, his mother died. To make a living, Confucius worked as a petty official in positions
such as caretaker for sheep and horses, and the supervisor of granaries and storage houses. Confucius worked
hard and was very responsible. In the meantime, he maintained the good habit of reading and studying.




The State of Lu was a rich cultural center, where brilliant masterminds gathered. Confucius was modest and
very fond of learning. He often sought advice from these people. Confucius did not have a fixed teacher. He was

ready to learn from anyone who had expertise in a particular field; and if he cbserved a weakness in someone, he

would overcome that weakness in himself if he had it.
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Whenever Confucius got an opportunity to enter the Imperial Ancestral Temple — where the pecple of Lu

worshipped their ancestor — the Duke of Zhou, and where the most original and standard rites and rituals were

2d, Confuciu I about everything in great detail. Som mmented that ¢ icius did not
understand good manners, but he said, “If one doesn't know something, one a and that is good manners.”




At that time, one needed tc master the “six arts” in order to be considered an all-round man, namely, rites and
manners, music, archery, camage-riding, language, and math. Confucius worked hard and kept on practicing until
he mastered all of them. Soon, he became a well-known junzi — a knowledgeable and virtuous gentieman.




Confucius got married at the age of 19. His son was bom the following year. When the Duke of Lu heard this
news, he sent a carp as a gift to congratulate Confucius. In gratitude, Confucius named his son Keng Li [Li means

carp in Chinese) with a courtesy name Boyu (yu means fish in Chinese).




When Confucius was 30, he started to take in his first batch of students, They studied classic literary works and

ced music and rites. |t was said that the pla ) pricat Forum,




Confucius had a very special student called Zi Lu, wheo was only nine years younger than Confucius. He was

highly skilled in martial arts. When he was younger, Zi Lu was quite reckless. He liked to stick rooster tail-feathers on

his hat and decorate his sword with the hide of a wild boar. When he heard that Confucius was recruiting students,
41 Lu came over to make trouble.




Zi Lu didn't believe that Confucius® teaching could possibly do anyone any good. He said, "l am just like the

bamboo in the South Mountain: they were born straight and sturdy, and can be made into sharp arrows once cut

down. What do | need learning for?”




Instead of getting angry, Confucius said patiently, "Knowledge and learning for people are just like the
arrowheads for arrows; when equipped with arrowheads, arrows are able to travel longer distances and strike
deeper into the targets." On hearing this, Zi Lu felt great admiration for Confucius.




From then on, Zi Lu would corme and listen to Confucius' teaching quietly. After he learned Confucius’ ideas on
how to cultivate virtues and merality and how to govern a nation, Zi Lu felt deep admiration for Confucius’ meral
character and knowledge. He decided to become a student of Confucius and learn from him for the rest of his life.




By setting up his own private school, Confucius broke the convention that only the nobility and the ruling class

were granted the opportunity of schooling, Quite a number of his students were from poor and ordinary families,

Confucius only asked for ten pieces of dried meat as symbolic tuition, which was affordable for most families at that
time. His students soon grew to large numbers.




One day, Confucius and his student Gongxi Hua were sitting in the shade under a tree. Zi Lu came in

exciternent and asked Confucius, “Master, | have just had a great idea. Should | put it into practice right away?"




