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General Introduction to Dafengtang

In a sense, naming should come first to the establishment of conduct
codes and specific theories. The name of an organization or otherwise
is more often than not changed at the very start of the initial program.
As a part of interpromoting relation, naming is consistent with the
philosophy of Confucian School that "name variation will surely lead
to replacement”, and that "endless creation brings perfection". For
dream, ambition, taste, notes, rules and regulations, people always have,
outside the given name, courtesy name, literary name, other name,
alternate name, alias, official's name, and state name. Under this context,
inscription culture represents one element of naming while brand
culture is passed on to the later ages.

The former name of Dafengtang cannot be traced. But it is said the
current name derives from the line, "Mythical beast Dafeng is disarmed
at Qingqiu Zhize", of Huainanzi—Fundamental Norm, or "Dafeng
(means strong wind) comes from a certain direction, maybe a big
valley" of Book of Songs—Sangrou, or "Westerly wind is called Dafeng
(means strong wind)" of Zheng Xuan Annotation, or otherwise from
the Analects of Confucius, Scribe's Records, or poesy of the Southern
Dynasties, Tang Dynasty or Song Dynasty.

Today, there is yet many a version about the story of Dafengtang's
name. One attributes it to the literary name of Zhang Shanzi, Tiger
Fool, which has heroic spirits like a Daiwang (means king), or to

the avocation of Zhang Shanzi, who likes singing "Dafeng Song" of
the Emperor Gaozu of Han Dynasty while doing sword dance. The
Emperor sang "Dafeng Song" at unification and governance of the
country out of true political feelings. It is worth appreciating the Song
of strong motivation. One relates it to Zhang Dagqian's appreciation of
martial— marquis painting, and admiration of the art of Zhang Dafeng,
the artist of the Ming Dynasty, whose works, "The former emperor
understanding my mood", and "Born into a Person like Kong Ming",
are handed down. However, this version seems a bit farfetched since
Zhang Shanzi weighed in the enlightenment of Zhang Dagian. But it
will be more rational that both of the two brothers were enamored of
Zhang Dafeng's art, especially the works themed martial marquis. As far
as I can see, there are six paintings about martial marquis among the over
forty existing pieces of Zhang Dafeng's works. Supposedly, what Zhang
Dagian caught a sight is the martial—marquis painting with postscript of
Pu Ru, offspring of the nobility. Though the right painting cannot equal
to the above works, "The former emperor understanding my mood",
collected by Jianshan Shunji, Zhang Shanzi and Zhang Dagian adored
martial marquis culture for specific reasons. One even connects it to the
comparison of gentleman to tiger for a seal of Zhang Dagqian reading
"Sangian Dagian", and the dramatized interpretation of derivation of
Tangtangtang. As a whole, version of the Dafeng Song unveils the life
philosophy of Zhang Shanzi and Zhang Daqian. Understanding against
martial marquis spirits finds the two brothers' life ambition. And learning
on gardening under the backdrop of the Republic of China era brings
into sight of their upright style.

Story of Dafeng (means strong wind) or tiger is far beyond imagination

based on some images, whether Dafeng Theater Club of Zhao Rongsen
in Chongqing, magazines named after Dafeng, or the "Tiger Chief"
Zhang Shizhao in the Jia Yin, a magazine at that time, or "Tiger
Instructor and Students" in the operatic field, such as Cheng Jixian,

Yu Zhenfei, and Ye Shenglan. The comparison reflects more than

an attitude of the specific times. Taking Dafeng as an example, the
implication extends the two core parts of martial marquis spirits. Perhaps
to maintain the ethos, people almost dodge it when interpret it.

Besides Zhang Shanzi and Zhang Dagian, Dafengtang cultivates Zhang
Licheng who was a businessman later, and Zhang Wenxiu who was
specialized in medicine. Despite less attention is paid to them since

they spent little time painting, they, together with Zhang Shanzi

and Zhang Dagqian, founded Dafengtang Art. The Zhang's Family
established pedigree by ranking "Zheng Xin Xian Cheng Yi (means
mind rectification takes priority to good faith)" which indicates a student
should "build true mindset with sincerity and be tolerant". There had
been ten siblings in the Zhang. But five had passed away in their early
days. Therefore, the remaining five were named according to the rank
one by one: Zhang Shanzi (formerly known as Zhenglan), the second
oldest; Zhang Licheng (Zhengqi), the third oldest; Zhang Wenxiu
(Zhengxue), the fourth oldest; Zhang Daqian (Zhengquan), the eighth
oldest; and Zhang Junshou (Zhengxi), the ninth oldest.

In the "Five Celebrities of Shuzhong", Zhang Shanzi comes first while
Zhang Junshou is ranked the last. It is said all the siblings are skilled, like
the "Five Remarkable Brothers of the Ma" during the Three Kingdoms
Period, and have talents in calligraphy and painting. Zhang Junshou died
for love when he was young, while Zhang Shanzi also passed away at
Chonggqing in his early days. Either Zhang Licheng or Zhang Wenxiu
tended to live in seclusion, bringing lack of focus. Therefore, the most
well known of the five Celebrities of Shuzhong is Zhang Dagian. In
fact, all of them had special capacities that could not tell the difference.
The "Two Brothers of Zhang's Family", generally speaking, refers

to Zhang Shanzi and Zhang Dagian, the "Three Brothers of Zhang's
Family" Zhang Shanzi, Zhang Daqian, and Zhang Junshou when they
were living in Shanghai, the "Four Brothers of Zhang's Family" Zhang
Shanzi, Zhang Licheng, Zhang Wenxiu, and Zhang Daian as they
started Dafengtang Art. It appears to be true Wang Shizi commended
the four brothers by the lines, as I read many years ago, quoting from
the poem, "the Sun Seeking Four Talents", by Zhang Chuanshan, that
"Han Kang retires to be a doctor, Yi Wu changes his profession to
business, Fo Zi is devitalized, and Jiu Ren rises". Over the recent years,
more and more reputations have been conferred on Zhang Shanzi with
an increasing attention. As a matter of fact, Zhang Shanzi was an upright
person of outstanding achievement, who refused to forfeit his integrity
all his life. He can be compared to a glorious name of high virtue, and I

believe, his soul will last longer and longer.

Liu Linbao,June 2017 in Dujiang Dam
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3kZEF / Zhang Shanzi:

WINATIA, &%, FEF, SHEH, KT
N5, PEMEZEE, SFEFHETT, K
REEFr—, FANZEINER,

He is a native of Neijiang, Sichuan, whose given name
is "Ze", courtesy name "Shanzi" and literary name
"Huchi". He is the second elder brother of Zhang
Dagqian. Having learned painting from his mother during
childhood, he took further study from Li Ruiqing. As
one of the director of Dafengtang, he is an admirable

patriotic painter.
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5k X / Zhang Dagian:
WIAIA, 21, GEEZ. &, SKT, ARFEEGFZWONTEEZ AR,

Kﬁkﬁﬁiz_o

He is a native of Neijiang, Sichuan, whose given name is "Quan", "Jiyuan" and "Yuan", and literary name
"Dagqian". He is an internationally accepted Chinese artist in modern times. He is one of the directors of

Dafengtang.
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