A Miraculous Teenager & Determination to Learn from Sages
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1. During the Ming Chenghua’s reign vears, there was a family surnamed Wang in Yuyao, Zhejiang Province,
which was a very famous literary family. The ancestors of this family migrated from Langya, Shandong Province in the
Western Jin Dynasty, The host called Wang Lun who named himselt "Zhuxuanweng”. He adored bamboos,
Although there were a number of bamboos in the garden , he was still not content with it.
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2. The wife of Zhuxuanweng surnamed Cen. The son of Zhuxuanweng was named Wang Hua, and the
daughter—in—law of Zhuxvanweng surnamed Zheng. When spring came, the wind passing through the bamboos
gave off fragrance. When autumn came, the frost on the top of the hamboos melted into water, The whale family
lived in a harmonious atmosphere.
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3. Zheng passed her expected date of confinement, so the laieness of childbirth made the whole family
waorried, particularly the old lady Cen, who was longing for the safe birth of her grandson.
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4. One night on September 30th of the eighth Ming Chenghua's reign vear, in the old lady Cen's dream, she
saw an immortal standing on avspicions clowds who delivered a baby to her with wonderful music. She was waken
up by a startle from a haby cryving. It turned out that Zheng gave hirth to a baby hoy. Wang Lun named the boy
“Yun®, and named the building where the hahy was born "Ruiyun Pavilion”,
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5. Wang Yun, who changed his name into Wang Yangming later. was very cute and was adored by his
grandparents. Wang Yun would often accompany his grandfather silently when he read books in the study. He was
very engrossed and said nothing, which gradually made his family very worried about whether Wang Yun was born
deaf and dumb.
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fr. One day, live-vear-old Wang Yun was playing with his fellows outdoor when a monk came across them.
The monk gently stroked Wang Yun's head, saying with a sigh. "You could be an excellent child if you were not
given such a name™. Accidentally hearing these words, Wang Lun changed the name "Wang Yun” inte "Wang
Shouren" [ from "The Analects of Confucius. Duke W:ilins"} . hoping that Wang Shouren could keep his talent and

intelligence with "ren”, which meant benevolence. Wang Shouren began to speak as soon as he was changed the [ 7 ]

name,
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7. 0ne day, Wang Yangming accompanied his grandfather Wang Lun as usual in the study. Butl what surprised
Wang Lun was that he found his grandson could recite books he read before. Wang Lun asked, "When did you read
these books?" Wang Yangming replied that he memorized all these books when the grandfather was reading, though

he couldn't recite before due to the disability of talking. Since then, Wang Lun believed that his grandson was really
a genius sent by immortals, so he treated Wang Yangming even better than before.,
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&, When Wang Yangming was 10, his father Wang Hua won the "Zhuang Yuan™, which meant the No. 1 in the
palace examination in the whole country and was granted the job to edit in Imperial Academy. The next year, Wang
Hua invited his father to go to Beijing to live with him. Wang Lun took his grandson together in order that Wang
Yuangming could appreciate the wonderful landscape and experience local customs along the way, which could in
turn broaden his horizon and enrich his knowledge.
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9. When Wang Lun and Wang Yangming came 1o Jinshan Temple in Zhenjiang, Jiangsu Province, some local
old friends of Wang Lun held a warm treat for them. The weather there was quite good with a bright moon shining in
the sky, and a pleasant breeze blowing gently. One could overlook a spectacular view of the river and the sky which
shared the same color. After the drinking has gone through three rounds. Wang Lun and his friends inevitably
wanted to compose poems. At that time, Wang Yangming sitting beside spoke thoughtlessly, "Although Jinshan is
as little as a fist, it can break the sky reflected in water in Weivang. [ feel that | can lean on the moon on the high

m Miaogao Platform because [ was drunk, and standing on the platform, performing a splendid flute song can inebriate
the dragon in the cave."
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10}, The 11-year—old teen’s talent aroused one of the old men's suspicion. He doubted that Wang Yangming

prepared his poem beforehand, so he decided to test Wang on the spot. He said, "Look, there is 2 moon embraced by
the Jinshan Mountains, while the moon image reflected in the water begins to shake. For a while, the moon moves

behind the mountains and houses and there is nothing in the spacious sky and water. So can you indite a poem with

the ttle of "The Moon Hidden Behind the Mountains and Houses'™
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11. Soon, Wang Yangming replied, "When you stand near the mountain instead of the moon, you feel that
mountain is bigger than the moon. If your eyes can see further beyond the sky, you can feel that the mountain is
smaller but the moon is larger.” This philosophical poem not only had a lofty realm, but also expressed the author's
extraordinary feelings of secking the truth heyond the limits of commaon senses. The puzzle that two kids debated
ghout the distance between people and the sun in the morning and at the noon once confused the Confucius,

Q however, Wang Yangming answered it in a vivid way.
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12. When Wang Yangming was 12, his father Wang Hua employed a tutor to teach him a series of Confucian
classics. Sometimes Wang Yangming was very naughty and keen on banter. He enjoyed games and jokes. Therefore,

he was regarded as "not serious”.
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13, Sometimes, however, Wang Yangming sat alone and thoughtTully like a grown=up. His unique manners
"Deliberate in counsel, promptl in action” aroused his grandfather Wang Lun's attention and made him firmly
believe that his grandson is different from other children. He must be a remarkable person in the future because he
was quite smart and braced an ambitious spirit,
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14, Wang Yangming once asked his tutor what ranked first in people's life. His tator replied that studying 1o
win the first in the test 1s the most important. Young Wang Yangming doubted that rather than winning the first in
the test, studying to be a sage is the most important. His father Wang Hua laughed after he heard the words. He said,
"How can you be a sage if you are so playful?”
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15, 15=year=old Wang Yangming one day left home in autumn suddenly_ In fact, all tribes from The Northern
Mongolia led by “the little prince” Da Yanhan invaded Ganzhou in northern border in Ming Dynasty. killing
generals of Ming. Wang Yangming insisted that the ability to defend the homeland is essential to be a sage, so he
had a fieldtrip to "Juyongguan Pass” in northern border in person.
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L. Wang Yangming got the full picture of all details of minorities outside from the residents inside the
Juyongguan Pass. He also learnt what it was like about the landscape, the locations of rivers, the plains, the
mountainsg, the road networks and the military defenses in all forts.
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