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Once upon a time, there lived a young fisherman named Bai Hai. One day, he went out fishing in his boat as

usual. But when he pulled up his net, there was nathing in it, except for one plump oyster shell,
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Disappointed, Bai Hai threw the oyster onto the deck. Suddenly, the oyster shell popped open. Inside it sat a
little girl. She said ta hirm, " am Qi Mei (Meaning "the seventh sister”). | beg you, please put me back into the seal
My six sisters are waiting for me!"
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Bai Hal was doubtful about Qi Mei's words, but still, he put the shell gently back onto the surface of the sea
“Thank you! Bye!" With these words, Qi Mei dived back into the sea.



Seeing that it was getting late, Bai Hai began to get ready for home. Suddenly, seven girls popped out beside
his boat. It was Qi Mei and her sisters. One of them said to Bai Hai, "Thank you, kind-hearted person, There are
countless treasures on the bottam of the sea. Whatever you want, we'll get it for youw." "Na, thank you. | don't want
anything." Bai Hai replied. “Then each of us will just give you one pearl.”
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As Bai Hai still wanted to turn down the offer, Qi Mei said, “Please take it. When you go home, thread them
with a red silk string. You can lend the pearl necklace to any fishermen suffering with goiter and ask them to wear
it; the disease will be cured in a few days.” Hearing this, Bai Hai finally accepted it.
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It turned out that Bai Hais own brother Bai Shan had been suffering from this disease for several years, When
Bai Hai got home, he immediately threaded the pears into a necklace and gave it to his brother to wear. Three

days later, his brother's goiter was cured.
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“Bai Hai's got a magical necklace!” The news spread quickly among the fishermen as if it had sprouted wings
Soon, all those who had the disease came to Bai Hai for the necklace, Bai Shan saw this as a great opportunity to
make a fortune. He suggested Bai Hai should charge people for borrowing the necklace. Bal Hai turned the idea
down without hesitation.
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Bai Hai went out to sea to fish every day as usual. However, ever since he set Qi Mei free, he always caught a
lot of fish on every fishing trip. Bai Hai was puzzled. One day, after he cast his net, he dived into the sea to investi-

gate. He found that the seven ayster sisters were busy herding fish into his net. He falt truly grateful.
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When Bai Hai came home from fishing, Bai Shan said to him in a mysterious voice, “The emperor is also

suffering from the goiter disease. He has posted a notice saying that anyone who cures it will be rewarded with
10,000 liang of gald, and an official position at the royal court.”™ But Bal Hai shook his head and said, "I'm happy
with what | have now. And | don't want to be an official, either.”
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When Bai Shan realized that he couldn't talk Bai Hai into it, he secretly took the necklace and presented it to

the emperor. A few days later, he came home on a horse, wearing the official’s hat and clothes. He also brought
home lots of gold and other treasures. When Bai Hai asked his brother for the necklace, Bai Shan said, "I've already
given it to the emperor.”
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When Bai Hai dashed into the palace, he saw that the emperors goiter disease was cured, s0

he wanted to
take the necklace back so as to continue helping others, Mot willing to retumn the necklace, the emperor said, "One

of my sewing needles has fallen into the sea. If you can find it for me, I'll return the necklace.”



Bai Hai knew that the emperor was making it difficult for him on purpese, but he still dived into the sea in
search of the needla.




Just when he started to feel exhausted, the oyster sisters appeared to help him with the search. After a short
while, they found the emperar’s sewing needle,
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At that moment the emperor was sitting in his large dragon boat, talking to his attendants, “Ha ha... Trying to
find a needle in the sea... He's just wasting his breath! Ha ha ha...” While he was still laughing, Bai Hai popped up

to the surface, holding the sewing needle. The emperors embarrassment turned into a rage. He ordered, "Shoot
him! Shoot him dead!”



Bai Hai hadn't expected that the emperor would be so untrustworthy, He was caught off guard and an amow
pierced his chest. As Bai Hai sank back into the sea, Qi Mei hurried to catch himn.




