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Foreword

"Why are my eyes always brimming with tears? Because I love this land so deeply." I always think that this line of poem by the renowned poet Ai
Qing is fitting and proper to Yongdan.

Yongdan, who is a Tibetan monk at the Girti Monastery in Aba County, is fond of photography out of his profound love of his native land. Over
decades, Yongdan has covered every place in Aba, trekking over snow-capped mountains and grasslands, through Tibetan towns and Qiang townships
day and night despite rain or shine, with his camera focused on every aspect of his homeland. Like a vagrant singer or a troubadour, Yongdan narrates
stories and sings of them with his affectionate eyes, depicts and portrays the beautiful scenery through his magical lens. With numerous frames of perfect
pictures, he expresses his true love for this magnificent, ardent land as well as his praises for his hometown that is changing tremendously by each
passing day.

Nobuyoshi Araki, master photographer and contemporary artist, once said: "The love for life and death is photography." To Yongdan, it is the same
true and even more beyond that. Photography to Yongdan is an artistic pursuit and self-cultivation as well. As a monk, Yongdan cherishes an aspiration
to seek the Buddhist doctrine with his wisdom, and respect and influence all living creatures with mercy; he comprehends the dialectical recognition
that the form itself is emptiness while emptiness itself is the form. Knowing that the external things in the world and man’s inner thinking are emptiness,
Yongdan realizes that the affectionate magnificent world and the fervent real life are not mirages. His obsession with photography originates from
his complete enlightenment in life and death, from his mercy towards and love of all the living creatures. Perhaps we can understand it in this way —
photography is his second language and he is chanting sutras with his lens. In the final analysis, photography is Yongdan’s practice of Buddhism in
another way.

Master photographer Peter Adams said: "Great photography is about the depth of feeling, not the depth of field." This album entitled Aba Through
A Monk’s Eyes demonstrates not only the mysterious local customs and practices in Aba County, but also the natural landscapes, historical and cultural
features, developments and changes in the 13 counties of Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture in an all-round manner. Through his lens,
we can hear clatter of horses’ hoofs on the Hequ prairie, smell the fragrance of fruits and vegetables along the thousand-mile-long Minjiang River; we
can see brilliant purples and reds in Jiuzhaigou (Nine-village Valley) and Huanglong (Yellow Dragon), and the Siguniang Mountain in clean make-up
in Dagu. There are both colorful flowers on the grassland over the prairie and pear blossoms and Chinese cabbage flowers in the river valley; prayer
flags fluttering over Tibetan villages to extend auspicious wishes and flute sound whistling from towers in Qiang villages; there are new towns rebuilt
after the earthquake and herdsmen’s settlement houses; solemn and grand religious activities and fervent happy secular life; smoke rising from kitchen
chimneys in the beatific, beautiful homestead, and singing, dancing and laughter on festivals and celebrations.... Perhaps, Yongdan’s photographic works
are not perfect yet, but I believe they possess the attribute of great works, which is the depth of feeling. The photographer’s love for this land has been
passionately devoted to the objects in his focus.

Master photographer Stephen Shore said: "What I photograph is the presentation, but the presentation of things is various deep-seated powers." |
think, Yongdan is such a photographer. In this album Aba Through A Monk’s Eyes, the images objectively and truthfully present what’s taking place in
Aba at the junction of Sichuan, Gansu and Qinghai — economic development, national unity, cultural prosperity, social harmony, better eco-conditions,
amiable religious relationships, and people living and working in peace and contentment.

This album Aba Through A Monk’s Eyes is a storybook in which monk and photographer Yongdan tells stories of Aba through his lens. My friends,
when you turn over the pages, you will hear cantabile, touching stories of Aba.
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Wandering among the Mountains and Rivers
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Inheritance of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Plateau
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Celebrations
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A Harmonious and Happy Life
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Mysterious Tibetan Buddhist Culture
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Animals in the Snow-capped Mountains and Grasslands
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