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The State Council Information Office of People’s Republic of China

People’s Republic of China Embassy to South Africa

Organized by: Information Office of Jiangxi Provincial People’s Government

Jingdezhen Municipal Party Committee of Communist Party of China

Jingdezhen Municipal People’s Government
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Preface

As a country with long history,China changes each passing day. As a unique nation, China
communicates with the world. From china to CHINA people experience China by the great charm and
flavor of porcelain. As a universal language, porcelain tells the world the Chinese stories.

Jingdezhen is a city with picturesque scenery in the middle part of China. One thousand years ago
the shadowy blue wares fired in Northern Song Dynasty was exported to overseas. Because it looks as
lustrous as jade, the Emperor Zhenzong granted one of his reign title to the town. Since Song and Yuan
dynasties, Jingdezhen’s porcelain wares were “transported to domestic and overseas” along the land
and maritime silk route. In Yuan Dynasty, the blue and white wares made in Jingdezhen became the most
treasured one in Arab and Islam area, and a chip of blue and white of Yuan Dynasty was uniquely precious.
In Ming and Qing dynasties, each porcelain ware from imperial porcelain kiln of Jingdezhen, due to its high
technique level, refined shape and magnificent painting, was the exquisite art works and collection that
every museum of the world competes for. Due to the intact porcelain-making industry system and grand
scale, Jingdezhen becomes the top of Four Chinese Ancient Towns, and is entitled with “The first Town in
the World”.

“Craftsmen from different parts of the country gathered in the town, then the fine and splendid wares
were delivered all over the world”. Porcelain, the only one among all artificial products that integrates five
universal elements, metal, wood, water, fire and earth, is the closest to texture, beauty, sound and degree
of jade. So it is called the elegant ware as well as gentlemen ware. During 300 years from the end of
Ming Dynasty to the middle of Qing Dynasty, the export porcelain transported to European and American
countries by the western trade corporations amounted to more than one hundred million pieces. Porcelain
is taken as a way of connecting Pacific Ocean, India Ocean and Atlantic Ocean and crossing Asia, Africa,
Europe and America and it was regarded as a “world product” of witnessing ancient China engaging in the
course of globalization. South Africa is located with Atlantic Ocean and India Ocean. Before the geological
discovery, Mapungubwe, the northern part of South Africa was the most distant area that Chinese porcelain
could reach. In the middle of the sixteenth century, Portuguese navigators got through the maritime trade

line connecting Pacific Ocean, India Ocean and Atlantic Ocean via the Cape of Good Hope. Meanwhile



the course of globalization had been put forward. In 1552 and 1554, two Portuguese sailboats Sao Joao and Sao
Bento, fully loaded with Jingdezhen blue and white porcelain, sailed to Europe. Unfortunately they were sunken in
southeastern sea of South Africa. The wares salvaged from the sunken boats, the mark of “Made in Jiajing Reign
of Ming Dynasty” in regular script was clearly seen on the bottom, which shows the origin place and time of the
wares. These two sunken boats indicated that South Africa made direct material and cultural communications
with Jingdezhen at least 450 years ago. Later the Dutch made Jingdezhen porcelain the common wares in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in South Africa. Culture and History Museum in Cape Town collects the
salvaged Jingdezhen porcelain from Middlburg sunken boat.

Today, numerous porcelain innovation workshops are scattered in every corner of Jingdezhen. The ceramic
artists from all over the world such as England, German, America, Russia, France, Japan, Korea and Africa,
who are granted with a proud name of “Jing piao”(the people gathered in Jingdezhen). They express their art
imagination to their hearts and demonstrate that “Jing piao” is a life attitude. The “Jing piao” find Jingdezhen the
place that life settles down and soul inhabits, renew one-thousand-year brilliance and devote their wisdom and
effort to Jingdezhen together with the local artists.

Civilization becomes rich with the result of communications, and gets splendid with the result of mutual
reference. “Experience China” just acts as a reflection of good wish of enhancing understanding, promoting
friendship and strengthening cooperation between Chinese and the people of other countries. South Africa, as the
farthest area that Chinese porcelain were exported to before geological discovery, was a transferring station of
maritime trade between Europe and China during the navigation times. Today it plays a companion with China as
one of the BRICS. It has kept direct material and culture communications for at least 500 years. So South Africa is
of extraordinary significance for China, for Jingdezhen. What are exhibited here are different parts of Jingdezhen
porcelain, including export porcelain of Ming and Qing dynasties that remind people of historical memories, noble
and marvelous blue and white, magnificent colored porcelain, fantastic and lustrous transformed porcelain, dainty
and exquisite sculpture and beautiful daily-used porcelain. We are expecting that by means of this exhibition,
your desire for Jingdezhen life would be reminded, Chinese culture can be appreciated and Jingdezhen may be
played as a namecard of displaying Chinese culture. It is also expected to a platform of telling Chinese story and
a window of transferring Chinese voice.

Experience china, experience China!
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Memory of Silk Route

Silk Route is also the porcelain route

Porcelain is a medium for China communicating with the world

Porcelain blends China and the world into one

Porcelain covers the whole world. Jingdezhen gains the brilliant fame CHINA for China
Jingdezhen export porcelain in every corner of the world

leaves beautiful memories of China to the world



50 cmx 40 cm

Hero on porcelain route---a long way to go Porcelain sculpture of camel
modern times
Created by Jingdezhen -Zhou Guozhen

Size 50 cmx40 cm

Camel is called as“the Ship of the Desert”,“the Hero on Porcelain
Route”. For thousands of years, it has transported Chinese porcelain,silk and
tea to the world, bearing the brilliance of silk route. The ring of camel has

gone , but the spirit is ever-lasting.
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60 cmx 40 cm
Memory of Maritime Silk Route - Porcelain sculpture of
dragon boat
modern times
Collected by Jingdezhen China Ceramics Museum

Size 60 cmx40 cm

In ancient times, export of Jingdezhen porcelain nearly depended on
maritime transportation. The establishment of the global route of Pacific
Ocean to India Ocean to Atlantic Ocean opened the business circle of the
world trade, making ships sailing for thousands of miles. Jingdezhen porcelain
,as the first globalization product of people's trade history,will spread Chinese

story across every part of the world.
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960 -1279

15 cmx 38 cmx 19 cm

Style of Song Dynasty(960-1279)Shadowy blue glaze porcelain sculpture of figure of Buddha
Made in modern times
Produced by Jingdezhen Jingcheng Porcelain Co.,Ltd

Size 15 cmx38 cmx19 cm

This two porcelain sculptures are Bodhisattva Manjusri and Bodhisattva
Samantabbadra among four Buddhists. Bodhisattva Manjusri rides on a

lion, implying wisdom and integrity;Bodhisattva Samantabbadra rides on an

elephant, implying verity and diligence.
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960 -1279

18 cmx 17 cm

Style of Song Dynasty(960-1279)BIluish white wine warmer carved with lotus
Made in modern times
Produced by Jingdezhen Jingcheng Porcelain Co.,Ltd

Size 18 cmx17 cm
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