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‘ Partl Leading-in

© 1. The following is about the uses of trees. Read it and tell your partner more
uses about them.

Trees are useful to man in three very important ways: they provide him
with wood and other products, they give him shade, and they help to prevent
droughts ( £ ) and floods.

Unfortunately, in many parts of the world, man has not realized that the
third of these services is the most important. In his eagerness [ f/B8 ) to draw
quick profit from the trees, he has cut them down in large numbers, only to
find that without thern he has lost the best friends he had.

The other uses are

© I1. Talk about the following signs and picture in pairs.

© I11. Translate the followings.

1. As fresh as daisy in the morning.
2. There is no rose without a thomn.

PN m3 P



3. Don™t let the grass grow under one’s feet.
4. Don’t judge a tree by its bark.

5. To make the round of your road, to remain the grass green.

‘ Part Il Listening and Speaking

© Task 1 Complete the following conversation with the words or phrases you
hear.

Conversation 1

Arbor Day #i#% Sun Yat-sen #hdill memory £2:5;i042
Ann: Hello, Bill!

Bill: Yeah, do you know why Arbor Day is ?

Ann: Yes, | do. Sun Yat-sen died on March 12th, 1925. So Arbor Day
was fixed for this day

Bill: You’re right. And across the whole
country.

Ann: That's true. Shall we go and plant some trees in the mountain?
Bill:

Conversation 2

dig ¥ hole il ; &

Ann: Will you help me plant this tree, please?
Bill: Certainly. ?
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Ann: Well, for the tree. But don’t dig the hole
too deep.

Bill: OK. I've dug a hole. It’s just right.

Ann:

Bill: What’s next?

Ann:

Bill: OK. I’'ve done that.

Ann: Right. Il in the hole again while you hold
the tree straight. Then, let's with our feet several times.

Bill: Good! And it.

Ann; Yes. We'll go and get some water.
Bill: OK. But can we go and have a drink after that?
Ann; Certainly. Let's go. But we have some more trees to be planted.

Conversation 3

oxygen % breathe PEWE convenient Jr{EfY furniture ZE

Ann: , Bill?
Bill: They help us in harmful gases from the air and

for us to breathe.
Ann: | know trees also . Many things in

our daily lives . For example, paper and pencils.

Bill: You're right, Ann. In fact, we get a [ot more from trees. We get ___

from them. also comes from the leaves of trees.
Look around this room. is made of wood. Trees are
really in our daily lives.

Ann: | can’t imagine a world without trees.
Bill: But are cut down every year. We should
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doing this if we don’t want a world without trees.
Ann: That’s right.

© Task 2 Answer the following questions according to what you hear.

honor %3 origin 2  Latindi T3 Nebraska HMfEHiirn
propose {211} observe #i5F  spread {E4&; il

Questions:
1. When was the Arbor Day first proposed?

It was first proposed on

2. Which country does Nebraska belong to?

It belongs to

3. On which day is the American National Arbor Day?

The American National Arbor Day is on

4. When is the Chinese Planting Trees Day?

The Chinese Planting Trees Day is on
5. Why people plant so many trees on the Arbor Day?

Because they want to

O Task 3 Role-play.

Mary wants to know more about trees and how they help human. She is

interviewing Dr. Smith about trees.
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‘ Part lll Reading

Passage A

Before You Read

1. What is the tallest grass in the world?
2. What does bamboo look like?

3. Can you list the uses of hamboo?

The Tallest Grass

Have you ever seen grass growing high as a tree—a tall tree? Bamboo
is this kind of grass. It grows up straight and thin, with branches at the top.'

Although bamboo is really a kind of grass, it looks more like a tree—a
beautiful tree. It has long leaves that sway in the wind like slim fingers reaching
to touch something. * Chinese and Japanese poets write poems and songs
about bamboo, and artists paint it in pictures.

Not all bamboo grows tall. Altogether there are more than 500 different
kinds of bamboo, and some grow no higher than your ankles. Bamboo grows
best in places where it is warm and where it rains often. Some kinds of
bamboo grow very fast. If they are growing near a house, their slim leaves
brush the roof gently and cool the house with their shade.

Some bloom and have seeds every year. Some never bloom at all. Some
bloom only once, after living about forty years, and then die. However, new

shoots of bamboo will come up from around the roots of the old ones. ®
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But the most interesting thing about this remarkable plant is what people
do with it after it is cut down. Bamboo probably has more uses than any other
plant in the world.

Bamboo is not a tree, remember, so the long straight stems of bamboo
are not like tree wood. They are hollow, which makes them very light. You can
lift a big piece of bamboo with one hand. At the same time, bamboo is so
strong that people use it to build houses and even high bridges over rivers.

In warm countries, many people have their houses made almost entirely
of bamboo: the walls, the roof, the floor. Nearly everything within their houses
is made of bamboo, too. The chairs, tables, curtains, cooking pots, flower
vases, drinking cups, birdcages, and so on are all made of bamboo. And the
fence around their garden is made of bamboo too.

Some bamboo is thinner than your little finger. Some is much thicker
than your waist. And because it is hollow, it can be fitted together and used
for pipes to carry water. Many farmers’ fields are irrigated by water brought
from a river or lake through bamboo pipes.

Bamboo is used for more than building. People eat it. The tender young
shoots of bamboo are crisp and tasty. They are often found in Chinese or
Japanese dishes. Some are put into cans and shipped all over the world.

Bamboo is also made into paper. The soft pulp inside the hard stems is
taken out and sent to a factory. There it is made into a fine paper. Bamboo
can also be made into good walking sticks and fishing poles.

Who can tell what new use someone may find for this special kind of

grass—bamboo?



bamboo [bsem'bu] n.

straight [strett] adj.

sway [swei] v.

slim [slim] adj.
artist ['a:tist] n.

ankle [zenkal] n.

bloom [blu:m] v.

n.
shoot [fu:t] n.

remarkable [r'ma:kabl] adj.
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New Words

a tall tropical plant with hollow stems
that are used for making furniture
r, 17

something such as a line or road
that is straight goes in one direction
and does not bend or curve B8
to move slowly from one side to another
() B2, (1F ) ER

slender 4 M, 44 M

someone who produces art, especially
paintings or drawings @3, ¥ AX
the joint between your foot and your
leg RJER

to produce flowers or to open as
flowers F1E

a flower or flowers &

the part of a plant that comes up
above the ground when it is just
beginning to grow ({&E¥/Y ) %,8,
L5

to deliberately kill or injure someone
using a gun ¥

unusual or surprising and therefore
deserving attention or praise 43
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stem [stem] n.

hollow ['hplau] adj.

curtain ['katn] n.

waist [weist] n.

irrigate ['rrigert] v.

tender ['tenda] adj.
crisp [krisp] adj.

tasty [tersti] adj.

can [keen] n.

pulp [palp] n.

N, TR

the long thin central part of a plant
above the ground or the smaller parts
that grow from it, from which leaves
grow (1E¥8Y ) 2 &

having an empty space inside %
B9, = ) 8

a piece of hanging cloth that can
be pulled across to cover a window,
door, ect. B%,WT

the narrow part in the middle of the
human body f&, FES]

to supply land or crops with water
R

easy to cut and eat a9, ¥
pleasantly dry, hard and easily broken
FtEn; iEed; HEEM

a fruit, vegetable, or plant that is
firm and fresh { KR EXH4E Y )5
B3O

food that is tasty has a good taste
KR, TRETO M

a metal container in which food or
drink is preserved without air &L,
0fr

a very soft substance that is almost

liquid x4
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