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Preface

Northern grasslands, like a pearl in the North of China, embraces glorious
multinational culture because of its distinctive geographic position. It’ s the
spacious grassland where nomads such as the Huns, Donghu, Xianbei, Tujue,
Rouran, Qidan, Nvzhen, and Mongolian among others lived for a long term,
leaving remarkable experience of production and life. Just as a long scroll, the
ancient mural paintings transformed the changes of times, historic evolution and
social transition into an eternal image, enduring and everlasting. In recent years,
abundant mural paintings have been discovered constantly in Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region and its surroundings, including tomb mural paintings,
grotto mural paintings, and temple mural paintings among others, of which
the extraordinary multinational cultural elements constitute the unique mural
painting art treasures in Inner Mongolia.

The abundant grotto temple mural paintings, with Alpine Village Caves
mural paintings as its representative, is known as Dunhuang in Grasslands, due
to its high value in history, art and scientific research. As the only remaining
historic site of late Buddhist grottoes in the grasslands north to the Great Wall in
China, and one of the places holding the most information of ancient nomads, the
Alpine Village Caves embraces exceedingly rare and splendid mural paintings of
Tibetan Buddhism, and considerable Mongolian mural paintings on almost every
aspect of life, which becomes invaluable treasure for historic culture research
of Northern nationalities in Mongolian Plateau. For decades of endeavor, the
archaeologists have discovered Xindianzi tomb in Helingeer county, the Mins
tomb in Togtoh, Fenghuangshan tomb, Milahao tomb, and Barisonggu Aobao
tomb, including the precious historical mural paintings from Han Dynasty to

Xia regime in Northern and Southern Dynasties, Liao Dynasty, Northern Song
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Dvnasty, Western Xia regime, and Yuan Dynasty, etc., which jointly contribute
to the wonderful northern art gallery. The distinctive temple mural paintings
of Ming and Qing Dynasties such as Meidai Lamasery, Dazhao Temple, Jungar
Lamasery, Wushen Lamasery and Daohai Lamasery present Tibetan Buddhist
culture like devotion to Buddha and teaching people.

The remarkable mural paintings provide valuable historical data for the
historic and cultural study of northern grasslands, while unfortunately the mural
paintings protection in the region is disappointing at present since some mural
paintings of great value are on the verge of extinction. So it’ s a pioneering
exploration and attempt for Ordos Museum to find and apply brand new method
and technology to promote the protection, research, publicity and exhibition
of the mural paintings in the region. The publication of Northern Grasslands
Ancient Mural Paintings Collection is devoted to unfolding the historical
information in the ancient mural paintings, comprehensively presenting the
cultural and art glamour of the ancient mural paintings in northern grasslands,
and contributing to the extensive and depth research on the mural paintings in

the region!
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