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t you were to ask someone when this story toock place, even a white-bearded old man will shake his head. One

can count how many stars TI'I‘.?:'F_‘: are In the -'\.k'l.l' and how many rgl':"f':t_‘.llﬁ"ﬁ there are on '_l'l-._-. Myers ITS-EE.. out e cannot
count how many years have passed 5ince the 5|Ur:_.' took place

At that time, there was a green mountain near the sea. At the foot of the mountain was a village of farmers.
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The family living in the east end of the village had only one child, a boy. The boy was a good

: singer when he
was bom, Even his cries sounded musical. His parents, like all farmers who loved the freedom of their country lite
and the greenness of their crops, named their son Free Green.

Every morning, Free Green's father got up at daybreak and went to the fields for farm work. The boy would

later bring food to him when it was ready.
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Cine day on the boy's way to the fields, he saw in the grass some wild strawbernes, red and fresh like rubies,
making his mouth water. Free Green was so excited that he went in the grass to pick them, enly to find the grass
thicker and higher than he expected.



Bor tw” H—F,
FREMET —F E i,
— g {E T — RIELEFH
o B FH—L, BF
AL —ARA L, 99T
kAaMmEHETEE, Bxs
FHEERT—FF, 2T
L, BHERFTHELG
ETa

g

“Whaoosh!" A black snake came out of the grass and caught a singing little bird. Free Green picked up a twig
and threw it towards the black snake. The snake was struck and had to let go of the bird and fled into the grass.
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The bird survived but was wounded. |t was a very good-looking bird, with beautiful plumage, its kill little but
sharp. Free Green found a special herb to treat its wound. The bird soon recovered, groomed itself, flapped its
wings and chirped goodbye to Free Green before it flew away.



aten by a boy named Free Green. He even threatened to fill up your pond with 5..." said the snake with

its lying tongua.
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The dragon became very angry upon hearing this. It flew out of the water, raised winds and waves, destroyed
the houses and trees, and flooded the dams and fields, Free Green and his fellow villagers had to leave everything

behind and make their way to the mountain for shelter,
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The black snake and the dragon went after them. At this critical moment, a little girl with wings took Free

iy

Green and flew him into the sky, They flew so fast they disappeared in a flash
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The little girl and Free Green kept flying all the way until they reached a fairy mountain. On the mountain, trees

were green all year round, flowers were in bloom in all seasons, and fruits and berries were all over the place. The

creeks flowad in the mountain as if their clear water was playing some pleasant music



The little girl took Free Green to meet a fairy, and Fres Green thanked the little girl, But the fairy said, "You

saved my little daughter. It's me who should be thanking you.” The little girl giggled |'||l|:j hid herself behind the fainy.
Free Green now came to realize that the little girl was actually the bird he'd saved from the mouth of the black snake.
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The fairy presented Free Green with lots and lots of gaold, silver and jewelry, but he shook his head and took

none. What he wanted was a weapon to defeat the dragon so that his fellow villagers could be protected against
any harm it could cause. The fairy praised his determination and promised to give him what he wanted.
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The little girl gave him a fresh peach. Free Green felt more energetic and powerful after eating it
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The fairy then gave him a long ribbon and said, “This is @ magic ribbon. Not enly can it tie the dragon, but it
can also change into anything at your command. But it can change only once and will lose its magic power if it's
changed too many times. It can become long or short, short enough to fit into your mouth, When you hold it in

your mouth and say ‘Change’, it will change.”
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Thinking of his parents and fellow villagers, Free Green took the ribbon right away. The fairy plucked a lotus
leaf and sent Free Green flying home on it
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The village was still at the mercy of the rain and the flood waters, which had risen almost to the mountain top

At this moment, Free Green arrived with his lotus leaf and landed on a rock, With a deafening roar, the huge rock
tumbled down the mauntain and fell right onto the head of the black snake. The snake made a painful twist and

died — one rminute earlier it had been taking pleasure in its revenge and the villagers” misfortune
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he dragon angrily came to Free Green

En IN My’ ads of Qlowwing rays the ribbon tied the ars gor

Greaen opened his mouth and released the ribbon
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