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Unit 1
A New Start

Speaking Tasks

Recite the following short passage within 20 minutes.

With the expectation of the university, I came to Xi’an International Studies University. I love this
university at the first sight, and I think the university life is colorful, exciting, enjoyable, interesting,
meaningful and so on. Most important of all, I find college English class is more exciting for me. College
English class is more interesting and full of activities, such as role-playing, English competitions about
telling stories, jokes or tongue twistings. Students are active to take part in all of these class activities
to show their abilities and develop their hobbies. We come to class not only for knowledge but also for

fun. How happy I am!

Talk about the purposes of surfing the Internet according to the bar chart with

your partners, describe and compare what you have seen.

Bgirls @ boys
Games
Leaming #j
Chatting h
il *_‘
News
[ [ [
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
Useful Expressions for Reference:
bar chart 1% convenient 77 i) benefit #-4b, 254k

surfing the internet [~ % component ¥, 53
According to the chart...
The table/chart shows that...
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The figure/statistics shows that ...

It is apparent from the chart/figure/graph/ diagram that ...

Listening Tasks

Listen to the following questions and choose the best answer to each

question you hear.

1.

A.
C.
LAl
C.
A.

C
A
C
A
C.
A
C
A
C

Quite a lot.

Thank you very much.
Wait a minute.
See you later.

Take it easy.

Very much.

At 16: 30.

Here we are.

This way, please.
It’s far away.

I can’t agree.

. Yes, Ineed go now.

He likes swimming.

He is watching TV.

©O®wU®¥U®WUWwWUWUOW®UOW®

My pleasure.

Yes, but he’s not in.
Yes, Ido.

Fine, thanks.

Mind your step.

So am 1.

No, thanks.

Can I help you?

Sure, here it is.
Take care.

No, I like coffee.
I’d love to, but I have to catch the bus.
He is a professor.

No, hecan’t.

IEE® Listen to the following dialogues and choose the best answer to the question

you hear after each dialogue.

1.

0> 0> 0> 00

To find a new apartment.
To get a new job.
A professor.

A student leader.

He took the wrong medicine.

He has broken his arm.
German.

Spanish.

He is out of work.

He is short of money.

2 HHREZRIEEME - BRE
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To give up his plan.

To put forward a suggestion.
An engineer.

A social worker.

He has a headache.

He got a heart attack.
Japanese.

French.

He has been ill for days.

He lost his credit card.



6. A. He hasn’t finished his report yet.
B. He finished his report with a computer.
C. He doesn’t get used to a computer.
D. He hasn’t got a computer.
7. A. Referee and player. B. Policeman and driver.
C. OlId classmates. D. Shop assistant and customer.

Listen to the following conversations and choose the best answer to each

question you hear.

Conversation 1

1. A. Breakfast. B. Dinner.
C. A 5-dollar gift card. D. Bus service to the airport.
2. A. His member card. B. His driving license.
C. His credit card. D. His passport.
Conversation 2
3. A. The telephone is out of order.  B. The line is busy.
C. He is at meeting. D. He won’t be back until next Monday.
4. A. It has been cancelled. B. It will arrive on time.
C. It has been delayed. D. It will arrive ahead of schedule.
5. A. To make an appointment with her.
B. To talk with her about a new order.
C. To send her an email about the shipment.
D. To call her back when receiving the shipment.

Listen to the following passage and fill in the blanks with the missing words
or phrases according to what you hear.
As is known to all, 1 life is an indispensable part of college life. A harmonious dormitory

life is important to college students and 2 all the members. On one hand, we can have a good

rest and put our heart into study. On the other hand, we will have a good mood and enjoy being together.

There are several ways to create and 3 a harmonious dormitory life. Firstly, you have to evaluate
your life-style and try to 4 your dirty habits, if there are any. Secondly, when an annoying
situation arises, you’ll just have to learn to 5 and co-exist.

Unit 1 A New Start 3



Language Laboratory

IEE® Choose the best answer for each sentence.

1. The most important question about the computer is it has done and will do for man.
A. which B. what C. that D. when
2. You can ask these experts ~ advice in job hunting.
A. on B. over C. from D. for
3. Look, the falling leaves warneda  autumn.
A. coming B. came C. come D. being come
4. Tdo not think anythingcan  a mother’s love.
A. put aside B. take the place of
C. take up D. take partin
5. Itistenyears ~ Miss Green returned to Canada.
A. that B. when C. since D. as
6. Itishightimethatwe  our meeting, or we will not be able to finish it by 12 o’ clock.
A. started B. start C. will start D. can start
7. caused the accident is still a complete mystery.
A. What B. That C. How D. Where
8. We all agree with the idea that this book is very ~ for children.
A. probable B. reasonable C. capable D. suitable
9.  theday went on, the weather got worse.
A. As B. When C. While D. Since
10. I'will  in London by the time you see the letter.
A. arrive B. had arrived C. arrived D. have arrived

IEE®4 Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the given words.

1. He looked very proud onhis ~ (graduate) ceremony.

2. Last week when I was ill, she =~ (offer) to help me to look after my baby.

3. There has not been any very  (effect) medicine against AIDS till now.

4. If a person wants to get respect from others, he/she must ~ (respect) others first.
5. Thepolice ~  (observe) his movements.

6. These old city walls of Xi’an still (stand) here after thousands of years.

7. Sheisthe ~  (manage) director of this company.

8. ToEdward’s  (disappoint), Gina never turned up at the party.

4  HHREZRIEEME - BRE



9. Proper wall colors can make people (comfort) in eyes.

10. If you had asked him again, he might (change) his mind.

Reading Comprehension.

Passage A

Research shows that the average high school student will study four hours per week for any major
test. The outcome of these four hours of study varies from an A to an F, which means that in high school
grades are strongly determined by intelligence since everyone studies the same amount of time.

But college is different. Most of the students are highly intelligent and each has plenty of time for
self-study. To score high on any test, a college student has to work hard and, probable more importantly,
know how to use his or her time most efficiently. The problem is that your study habits formed in high
school may make you unable to study well in college because you have never experienced what it takes to
perform at the college level. That is why the freshman year is the harder year for all college students.

Based on my extensive observation of student performances on college tests, I recommend the
following study time per test: 6 hours per week for an A, 4 hours for a B, 3.5 hours fora C, 2.5
hours for a D and 0 hours for an F. An hour of study is defined as studying for 45 minutes and a break
of 15 minutes. Ten hours of continuous study without a break is defined as one hour of study. The brain
does not process and store information the way students prefer studying. Occasionally, some succeed
by studying at the last minute, but they are exceptions to the rule.

Research also suggests that the slowest 10 percent of the students may need 5 to 6 times as much time
to learn the same material as the fastest 10 percent. Each person is very likely to have strengths and

weaknesses. Overcoming your weakness increases your strength.

Choose the best answer to each question.

1. According to the writer, the reason why high school students get different test results is that .
A. some students work harder than the rest of them
B. some students have good study habits while others don’t
C. their intelligence varies from person to person
D. their teachers teach them in different ways
2. The freshman year is considered the hardest for all college students because
A. they have to take a lot of course at the same time
B. they are too anxious to score high on all tests
C. they don’t know yet how to study at the college level
D

they feel worried among so many intelligent people

Unit 1 A New Start 5



3. In order to study efficiently, the writer suggests that one should
A. study 6 hours and then take a good rest
B. set aside 1/4 of the studying time for break
C. take a one-hour rest after 10 hours of study
D. spend 10% of his time on the most difficult subjects
4. What takes the fastest students to learn in one hour may take the slowest students

A. 2 hours B. 3 hours C. 4 hours D. 5 hours

5. From the way this passage is written, it can be concluded that the writer is most probably

A. a high school student B. a college student
C. a high school D. acollege teacher
Passage B

Most American colleges permit foreign students to live in college housing or housing not owned by
the university, such as an apartment. College housing is usually in a dormitory, or dorm for short.

Many foreign students say the dorms are less costly than apartments. They say dorms offer quiet
study areas and areas for social activities or sports. They say dorms are close to places they go every day,
like the library, computer center and classrooms. They also say that living in the room provides the best
chance to get to know other students.

Dormitories may have as few as twelve students or as many as one thousand. Some dorms are
organized into areas called suites. Suites have several bedrooms, a large living area and a bathroom.
Six or more people may live in one suite. Other dorms have many rooms along a hallway. Two students
usually live in each room. On each floor there is a large bathroom for all the students who live on that
floor. Sometimes there is also a kitchen for preparing food.

In most universities, males and females live in the same dorm. They may even live on the same
floor. But they usually may not live in the same room or suite. Most universities have some dorms for

men and women.

Choose the best answer to each question.

6. Where do some foreign students in American colleges prefer to live?
A. In a hotel. B. In an apartment.
C. Indorms. D. Ina friend’s home.
7. What may be the reason for a foreign student to choose to live in a dorm?
A. Ttis cheaper. B. It has a big living room.
C. Itis cleaner. D. Itis owned by the university.

8. How many students can a dorm hold at most according to the passage?
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A. Two. B. Six. C. Twelve. D. About one thousand.
9. One of the advantages of living in a dorm is that
A. it is easier for the students to get in touch with other students
B. the students can go to school library every day
C. the students can use personal computers freely
D. more than two students may live in one room
10. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. All the students in a dorm share one large bathroom.
B. Students are not allowed to cook in the dorm.
C. Female students and male students cannot live in the same dorm.
D

Living in the dorm is helpful to develop your relations with others.

Passage C

We can offer you a place at one of the best universities in Britain. We’ll provide you with a choice
of 150 first class courses developed especially to enable you to study in your own time, backed by the
Open University ’s own special study method—OU supported open learning.

We’ll give you the support of a personal teacher, and the chance to meet your fellow students. You
can take one-off courses, diplomas (52\/JIF), a degree or a postgraduate degree (iff534:2%17). Subjects
available include: computing, business management, technology, modern languages, social sciences,
English law, arts, science, mathematics, education and health & social welfare.

Whether you want to study to improve your jobs or for your own personal interest, there’s almost
certainly a course for you. If you haven’t studied for a while, we’ll help you get started. No previous
training or degrees are required, you just need a lively power of learning and a willingness to learn. You
can pay by monthly payments.

Open University course materials are of the highest quality and come in a variety of forms, including
video and audio tapes as well as texts. The OU leads the world in its use of new technology for learning.
A number of courses provide source material on CD Rom. What else can the Open University offer you?

The best way to find out is to phone us today.

Complete the information by filling in the blanks (no more than 3 words).

You can choose from 11 courses in the Open University. A 12 will support you with

your study and you also have the chance to meet 13 . Open University course materials include

14 and 15 as well as texts.
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Passage D

College is a new and different experience for you. If you make good use of your golden time in
college, you will learn a lot of things not only in the textbooks, but also outside the textbooks; not only
in theory, but also in practice.

When you become a college student, it means you begin to lead another new life, and learn to
support yourself. You need to be used to the new surroundings. You must try everything by yourself.
You must learn to stand on your feet with no walking stick.

In fact, college is just like a small society. So it is necessary for us to communicate with others.
Social communication is not easier to learn than other skills. If you can keep smiling, others will also
be more ready to help you. Speaking also plays an important role in communication. Handle them
carefully, for words have more power than any other tool.

As a small society, college is of course full of competition. As a college student, you will try to
exercise before entering the big society. The purpose is to test both their knowledge and ability. When
you see them working hard to get good academic scores and taking part in all sorts of activities to sharpen
their ability, how can you stand in the same place? Some students even find some part-time jobs to practice
themselves and get more social experiences.

College is a mountain of treasures. If you pay attention to your college life, you will pick up a lot

of precious stones named knowledge, good sense, cooperative spirit and determination.

Complete the answers that followed the questions (no more than 3 words).

16. If a college student makes good use of his golden time in college, what will he learn?

He will learn a lot of things not only but also ;

not only but also

17. What is a college like?

A college is just like

18. How to communicate with others in college?

and speaking both play an important role in communication.

19. Why will you try to exercise before entering the big society?

The reason why you try to exercise is to

20. What can a college student get if he pays attention to his college life?

He can get

Choose the best answer for each blank.

Living at college, first of all, gives me a sense of responsibility, of being of my own. My parents
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aren’taround to say “No, you’re not going out tonight” or “Did you finishyour 1 ?” Everything
I do has to be my decision, and that gives me the responsibility of handling my own life. During the
second week I was at college, I had to go out and look for a 2 where I could open an account.
Before that I 3 in the phone book since I had no clue about any banks around here or where they
were located. Someone told me about a good bank: Continental Federal Savings. I went to the bank

and made decisions for myself whether to have a checking or savings accountand 4  or notto get a

MASTER card. That was one example of having responsibility now that I’m on my own and of making
my own decisions.

Friendly people: that’s another 5  Tlike about college. 6 my firstday (and even now)

people were nice to me. I came to Marymount University here in Virginia from New York and even
though I’ d been here before I was a bit confused about 7 I was going. My mother and I drove in,
not 8 the building we were supposed to go to, and the guard was especially nice: with a smile,
he told us what building we were looking for and where we could 9  our car. My room was on the
first floor of New Gerard, and I know I had to go through some glass doors but my mother and I didn’t
know which ones. Some upper classmen saw me and 10, “ Are you a new student?” When they
found out I was looking for New Gerard, one said, “Oh, just follow us; that’s where we’re going.”

Even now I feel comfortable in the dorm because there are friendly people around to talk with.

1. A. homework B. housework C. chore D. game

2. A. home B. school C. bank D. hotel

3. A. explored B. exploded C. explained D. explicit
4. A. if B. when C. whether D. where
5. A. direction B. position C. way D. aspect
6. A. At B. In C. For D. On

7. A. that B. where C. why D. when

8. A. knows B. knew C. known D. knowing
9. A. drive B. repair C. park D. buy

10. A. said B. asked C. shouted D. ordered

Writing Practice

Complete the following blanks by putting the Chinese in brackets into English.

Dear Anna,
We are planning to make a party to 1 (PR FRIR IR AL 5 K50 and of
course 2 (FATAEBE R A —ER ). It's 3 (FHHB, 6
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