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DESIGN IN CHINA: WITNESS TO

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
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This year marks the 70th anniversary of
the People’s Republic of China. According to
seniors from our design institute, we are the
first institute of civic architectural design in
China after 1949, which used to be called the
Design Department of the Publicly Owned
Yongmao Construction Company. The
Chinese characters “Yongmao”, which
means forever prosperous, were written by
Comrade Peng Zhen, then the secretary
of the Beijing Municipal Party Committee.In
September 1949, the People’s Government
of Beijing Municipality appointed Li Gongx-
ia, municipal deputy secretary-general, to
prepare for the establishment of the Yong-
mao Construction Company. On October 1,
the birth of the People's Republic of China,
two celebratory banners were hung on the
Jincheng Building, where the Yongmao Con-
struction Company was located at the time.
On that same day, four employees participat-
ed in the founding ceremony and evening
lantern parade in the name of the company,
marking the same birthday of the company
and PRC. Those unforgettable moments tell
the story that we, now named Beijing Institute
of Architectural Design (BIAD) are the same
age as the Republic. Today, we celebrate the
70th anniversary of the establishment of the
institute.

Born on the same day as the PRC, BIAD
has witnessed all the exciting advances in the
urban development of Beijing as the Capital
as well as a metropolitan, throughout that pe-
riod. The staff members of BIAD are seeking
a new start with the 70th anniversary with rich
works and advanced design concepts with
the light of soul illuminating our course, and

the idea of design culture. We are pointing
towards 100 years of development with the
aim of building a 100-year-old enterprise in
China.

Seventy years ago, BIAD was born in the
dawn of PRC. The coincidence has since en-
abled us to seek the answer of why architec-
ture in China can stick to culture by itself with
self-reliance and ease in the river of history;
after 70 years of development, we are called
to review and answer with broad experience,
comprehensive knowledge and achieved
peace: how to create one accomplishment
after another on the developing way of archi-
tecture in China. Faced with a long and broad
new journey, we are going to take more re-
sponsibilities when growing stronger. The ar-
chitecture of Beijing has over time benefitted
from the work of people of BIAD, who have
always stood by their missions, responsibil-
ites and values, from events and works we
wrote for the process of Chinese Architecture
Era, and from the dedication spirit of artisans.

I still remember in 1999, when BIAD
compiled a series of books for the 50th anni-
versary of the Institute, Ye Rutang, the former
dean and head of the Ministry of Urban-Rural
Development, commented that BIAD was
“‘worthy to be called the leading brand in ar-
chitecture design in contemporary China”; in
2009 upon the 60th anniversary, we collect-
ed 60 stories from the previous 60 years to
link 80 “spiritual landmarks”; from the “Brand
Report” in 2009 to the “Cultural Report” in
2014, both revealing the big picture of our
people's love for BIAD. In 2019, we will pub-
lish the “Value Report” of BIAD to stand in this
new era, review the history and look forward

to the future with assuredness, faith, toler-
ance, kindness and reason.

On November 22nd, 2018, the exhibition
“The Capital & The City - Beijing Be with Us”
was co-hosted by the Assets Supervision
and Administration Commission of the Peo-
ple’'s Government of the Beijing Municipality
and BIAD, curated by scholar Ma Guoxin.
The Big Capital Model attracted visitors’ atten-
tion and fully showed the contribution BIAD
has made to the construction of the capital.
During the international forum, on behalf of
architecture designers in the capital, BIAD
presented a presentation entitled “Architec-
ture Serves Society, Design Creates Value”,
an initiative proposed by BIAD to the Capital
Architectural Design Peer in Beijing and to
the Society in General. If we say we are wit-
nessing the history of architectural design
over the past 70 years, then Beijjing Institute
of Architectural Design (BIAD) 70th Anni-
versary Collection (1949—2019) published
today is a written history of the important
changes that have happened in China, ex-
pressing the true spiritual heritage engraved
by our academic predecessors in the field
of architecture. Through the works of a de-
sign and research institute participating in the
contemporary architectural civilization of the
nation, the practice of BIAD has demonstrat-
ed its ability to take part in building a Chinese
architecture culture as the first civic institute
of architectural design of China, a leader of
advanced technology with a comprehensive
strength and academic style, a practitioner of
a beautiful city, a pioneer of green architec-
ture and a demonstrator of industrial mod-
ernization. Several generations of design
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masters have created a spiritual and cultural
atmosphere for BIAD.

Beijing Institute of Architectural Design
(BIAD) 70th Anniversary Collection (1949—
2019) consists of four main parts:

First: BIAD Commemorative Biography —
Documentation and History. This volume,
made up of 70 essays, uses a timeline in-
stead of design works to describe the history
of BIAD with typical events. How did BIAD
become the first institute at the birth of PRC,
where does it come from and where will it be
in the future? You can see not only imagina-
tive architecture designs like 10 Projects for
the 10th National Anniversary, but also envi-
ronmental-friendly constructions; not only a
reflection of 70 years of architecture design
in the capital of Beijing, but also revelations of
professional maturity from groups of archi-
tects and engineers. This commemorative bi-
ography attempts to describe the contribution
BIAD has made to the industry and the soci-
ety by displaying the major events of the past
70 years, and by describing our struggles
within the industry. Different from the traditional
way of editing, this book tells the story of BIAD,
sumMs up our working spirits and explores the
way of creating a 100-year old brand.

Second: BIAD Selected Works 1949-
2019. From Tian’ anmen Square to the aux-
iliary city-center of Beijing, frorm Hainan Bo’ao
to the APEC Meeting and G20 Surmmit; from
the Asian Games to the Olympic Games,
from the Horticultural Exposition to the In-
ternational Garden Expo; from Green City to
Smart City, and from *Made in China” to “Cre-
ated in China”, the history of BIAD is the epit-
ome of national construction development.
Our technical strength, research results, op-
erational experience, and innovative mech-
anism have all had a great impact on the

design industry of China. Beginning in 1958,
BIAD also gradually completed hundreds of
foreign aid projects covering more than 40
countries, accumulating and spreading the
huge influence of Chinese architecture both
inside and outside the country, which could
be considered a precursor to the Belt and
Road project.

Third: Collected Essays in Celebrating
the 70th Anniversary of the Establishment
of BIAD (consisting of five volumes: Plan-
ning, Architecture, Structures, Facilities and
Electrical Engineering). These essays are
separate topics on the relation between ar-
chitecture and the city, structure, and electri-
cal engineering; from engineering design to
theoretical practice, showing the thinking of
architects and engineers regarding the art of
architecture, today’'s most advanced technol-
ogy, such as super-large spatial structures
and super high-rises, the latest design con-
cepts such as architectural inteligence and
healthy architecture, to further improve the
understanding of BIAD from industry peers.

Fourth: The Eight BIAD Masters of the
1950s. How has the fertile soil of BIAD nour-
ished the growth of architecture masters? A
scholar once said that in an era lacking faith
and optimism, we should gain the strength
from stories of the past, which can touch the
mind, the soul and leave us with unforget-
table memories. Compared with a rational
interpretation, stories can restore the vivid
history by outlining scenes to reveal the wis-
dom of the past. Therefore, the three phases
of Biography + Commentary + Work have
become the path for introducing the Eight
Masters. Convincing examples are quoted
in the book to elaborate on the eternal aca-
demic style and characteristics of the older
masters of BIAD. It is the contemporary val-

ue of inheriting craftsmanship from the Eight
Masters to raise their spiritual personality and
develop their true thoughts.

Beijing Institute of Architectural Design
(BIAD) 70th Anniversary Collection (1949—
2019) is a set of readings that reflect upon
the chase of BIAD of Chinese architectural
techniques and cultural history, and the new
ideas that lay in the combined new record of
technology, culture and management. The
‘new” is also reflected in digging and sorting,
examining and thinking, and more in the
construction of building up a BIAD brand
with a history of 100 years. ltis a set of books
based on BIAD staff who served the whole
industry, highly readable in techniques and
the culture of architecture as well as a simple
but regulated contemporary architectural his-
tory of China.

Thanks to the opportunities provided by
our great motherland, the BIAD has become
a persuasive storyteller because it has cap-
tured wonders and documented the history.
The past, present and future development
of the city not only gives us 70 years of ret-
rospection, but also gives us expectations to
the arrival of the centennial with unremitting
efforts. As a BIAD member heading into a
new future, and one who is also a founder in
the new era with China, we firmly believe that
future architectural creation should adhere to
the concept of “architecture serves the soci-
ety, design creates value” when evoking na-
tional and urban mMmemories. We look forward
to the future with a focus on the vision of 100
years of BIAD building a “architecture design
company with a world-class capability of
technology innovation”. BIAD is always on the
road of innovation, dedication and learning.

October, 2019



~E =

BT
WN[s]VINT%
PROJECT




12

20

28

36

44

= | ZERW  XRIT HZRBFERIR
TIAN’ANMEN SQUARE ARCHITECTURAL
COMPLEX

& | FIERN - R WIESIHIERIR
BEIJING ASIAN GAMES VILLAGE

2 | AEE - It RCBD RO KEIR
THE BEIJING CBD CORE AREA

B | BBt R - BERINIBEIR
AIRPORT CONSTRUCTION IN THE CAPITAL

| Bk EREEEIR
BEIJING OLYMPIC GAMES

54

62

70

78

86

b | BEMEHEEE - EIHIPRERIR
HOME COURT DIPLOMACY COMPLEX

X | EGHER - BINTREIR
OVERSEA CONSTRUCTION

B | FIEELAE - T FRRIR I
INTERNATIONAL GARDEN EXPO

R | RS - HEIR D EHBOE
CAPITAL URBAN REGENERATION

B | mEARE 1R BIHT S SR
DESIGN INNOVATION AND
BREAKTHROUGH



ZEE- X&) 2R EFEIR

TIAN'ANMEN SQUARE ARCHITECTURAL COMPLEX

FEARFRE, FRlipmhEH

GREAT BEGINNING, FOUNDING OF A CITY CLASSIC

7O, 1949F 1081 B FF=R, X&', BFRE
Rt EE R OZIHRES, D2ttRETES  PEARH
FEARRARBRNRILT | X—ESmHE T FEREHLT. 7
ERENENBILRZII TR T FEARBEMENEBCAHRL, &
BT RERRIE,

EFPERENEN, ERER (HNERAIRDRE KRR
RATNEED) BIHEE . EA—REHNERDRPOAXEEEERIL
&AM, IEREREMFEE—RERIZIER, R—RFFERY,
AR EEEIRES

MNEEVIIRZI IR (FMELE) . MLERIR, BIUARXS
2 REEGHEEMEANREN 1959F "BER+RAE" +KT5E,
BRETELRE . EEEE. [ HE. S EAKREZSDLE . £
EAXEZRSWNTRY 2F— R IREEMUTRZ I HiXH#
ENXIE, IERERAXFHME/ OIS RET B SRS ERO
m, FEMNIERERZEZBIC . ESEKARBHEMR, AL TUEBRERRIE
BFHmERIENEN EEEE I RNTE .

XL BN EFENAEHEFRNEKR, BNHBE
BERSHASENERMNE, 2007 FE, ARASEAE(IERMFIR
MAARFEIPER (B—Ht) ); 20116, XEIMILEEFIERE
PRigIHE “ZIHbRAR " ; 20135, XL HERERIEETH
FERERMEMRFE,

It was seventy years ago, at three o'clock in the afternoon

on October 1, 1949, at Tian’ anmen Square, that Chairmman
Mao Zedong made a solemn announcement to the whole
world with a resonant voice: The State Council of the People’s
Republic of China is established today! This was opening up a

new era in the history of China. After the founding ceremony,
Tian’ anmen Square then became the political center of the
People’'s Republic of China, the symbol of China.

BIAD was founded along with the birth of PRC. As the first
large-scale state-owned architectural design and consulting
institute, BIAD shouldered the responsibility of the construction
work in the capital.

At this sacred place of Tian’ anmen Square, BIAD was de-
voting all of its wisdom and efforts to this piece of heartland of
the PRC, including a redevelopment project of the Tian’anmen
Rostrum and construction of a viewing platform.

The 10 Projects marking the 10th national anniversary in
1959, includes the Great Hall of the People, the Chinese Revo-
lution Museum and Chinese History Museum, Chairman Mao
Memorial Hall, the base for the national flag, the renovation of
the square, establishment of office building and extension and
renovation of the Conference Hall of the Standing Committee
of National People’s Congress of the Republic etc. Just as Mr.
Xu Quansheng, BIAD’'s chairman and Party secretary, said:
“BIAD is actively participating in the city construction and wit-
nessing the changes of Capital Beijing.”

The construction of Tian’ anmen Square not only marks
a great milestone in the development of China, but also has a
high historical and artistic value. In 2007, the Great Hall of the
People was listed into the “Conservation List of Beijing Out-
standing Modern and Contemporary Architecture (First Group)”;
in 2011, the viewing platform of Tian’ anmen Square was
awarded the “Beijing Design Award” during the Beijing Design
Week; in 2013, the Tian’ anmen Square Architectural Complex
was given an award for merit by the FIDIC Centennial Awards.
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The Restoration Project of the Tian’anmen Square Rostrum /
Tian’anmen Square Viewing Platform

XRWEEERITRE

Restoration Project of the

Tian’anmen Square Rostrum

2 At E Completion Year : 1970

1969 — 1970 F WXL NMERERZTRE, HEARRIDEBEAERIEE, E8E20
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In 1969—1970, the restoration project of the Tian’ anmen Square
Rostrum, led by Premier Zhou Enlai, was the biggest historical ar-
chitecture project in the first 20 years after the birth of PRC, and also
a rare large-scale restoration project since the late Qing Dynasty. It

became more sacred when the rostrum was crowned with the National
Emblem.

e
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Tian’anmen Square Viewing Platform

¥ A} BYja) Completion Year : 1954
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The Tian’ anmen Square Viewing Platform is located on both the east
and west sides in front of the square, with a gentle slope to deliberately
diminish its enormous size but increase the magnificence of the
Tian’ anmen Square Rostrum which has a history of more than 500
years. The academic community of Chinese architecture studies

once commented: “The advantage of this viewing platform is that it
doesn't make people feel its existence.”
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Chairman Mao Memorial Hall
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The Chairman Mao Memorial Hall is the core piece
of architecture at the south end of Tian’ anmen
Square. With a clear layout and simple form, the
hall gives a modest but balanced feeling to people,
and a strong sense of center with a solemn artis-
tic effect. The construction took only six months
from the beginning of design to the completion of

construction, creating a new record in the history
of Chinese architecture.




