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Once there was a seed, as big as a walnut, with a lovely green husk. Everyone who ever saw it liked it. It was
said that if it were planted, when it grew, its sprouts would be like green jade and its flowers most beautiful and

sweat,
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The king was very pleased to hear about such a seed. He said, “In my garden, | have all sorts of flowers. But
those are just ordinary flowers. | have them, but everyone else can have them, so what’s special about them then?
Mow | learn there is a truly special seed, the only one of its kind. When it sprouts and blossoms, there will be no
other plant like it in the world. In this way it can show my utmost power and nobility. Hahaha..."
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The king asked his servants to get hold of the seed and plant it in a white jade pot. The sail for planting the seed was
brought from the royal garden, but they sieved it again and again as if it would never be fine enough. Although contained
in a gold jar, the water for the sead was filtered again and again as if it would never be clean enough. The king himself
would bring the pot out of the greenhouse and put it on the doorstep of his palace every morning and move it back
in the evening. When the weather got cold, they would light a stove in the greenhouse to keep the seed warm.
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Two years had passed, but the seed did not grow at all. The king was angry. He said, “This is a dead seed,
smelly and ugly. What do | need it for?™ He dug the seed out and tossed it into his pond.
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The seed drifted with water from the pond to a river in the countryside. A fisherman fishing in the river found
it and pulled it up with his net. Believing that the seed was a precious one, he brought it to the fair and cried "for

sale”.
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A rich man in the fair heard the fisherman'’s cry and was very pleased. He said, “In my house | have all sorts of
precious things. But what's the worth of them? Gald, silver, jewels.. Everyone can possess them, Now there is such
a sead, the only one of its kind. When it blossoms, it will show my good taste and dwarf all ather rich men in the
world. Hahaha...”
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The rich man bought the seed, brought it horme and planted it in a gold jar. He hired four famous florists to
take good care of the seed. The four of them were very conscientious and waorked in shifts to keep watch over it
day and night. They did their best by using the best soil and the best fertilizer and making sure it got enough water
and sunshine. They did all they could.
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The rich man thought, “When it blossoms, | will host a big banguet. All the rich men arcund me will be invited.
They will have a chance to admire the beautiful flower | have — the only one of its kind in the world — and envy
my richness and superiority.” He would go watch the gold pot every few minutes.
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Twe years had passed, but the seed did not grow at all. The rich man was angry. He said, "This is a dead seed,
smelly and ugly. What do | need it for?” He dug the seed out and tossed it over the wall.
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The seed fell on the ground in front of a shop. The shop owner picked it up and was very pleased. He said, "A
rare seed on my doorstep must be a sign of good fortune.” He planted the seed beside the shop. He was 5o eager
to see it grow and blossom that he would check on it every maorning when he opened the shop and every evening
when he closed it.
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A year had passed, but the seed did not grow at all. The shop owner was angry. He said, "What an idiot | was
to think of it as & precious seed! It turns out to be a dead one, smelly and ugly.” He dug the seed out and tossed it
into the strest.
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The seed lay on the street for quite some time before it was swept into a garbage truck together with dirt and
dumped near a military camp
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A solider picked it up and was very pleased. He said, “A rare seed found by me must be a sign of my

promotion.” He planted the seed near the camp. He was so eager to see it grow and blossom that he would come
watch it once he finished training every day.
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One year had passed, but the seed did not grow at all. The soldier was angry. He said, "What an idiot | was to
think of it as a precious seed! |t tums out to be a dead one, smelly and ugly.” He dug the seed out and tossed it as
far away as he could.
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The seed sailed in the wind and finally landed in a wheat field where a young farmer was hoeing. When he
saw the falling seed, he said, “Ch, what a cute seed! Let me plant it.” He dug a hole and buried the seed in it,

He worked in the fields as usual — plowing, hoeing and watering when it was time to. The spot where the
seed had been planted was treated the same way as any other part of the fields.
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Just a few days later, the seed sprouted. A green, tender shoot as thick as one's little finger sprung up. Within
another tew days, it branched forth and quickly grew into a tree so fresh as if it had been carved from green jade,



