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Life in the Future

Life in the Future
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BERTE B R AR AN RRABEMIE, RRBBHHEL (7 AE X
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1. predictions (universe, spaceship, moon, exploration, aircrafts, astronaut)
2. technology ( creativity, inventions, imaginary, convenient, high-speed, energy)
3. city (garbage, environment, awareness, new type telephones, communication)

4.life (clothes, food, living, traffic, apartment, travel, recreation, holiday)
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Every year, IBM Corporation chooses five new technologies which it believes will change the
world within the next five years. The IBM list is called “Five in Five. ” The company says it con-
siders its own research and the new directions of society and business when identifying the tech-
nologies.

This year, the list describes some future devices that will extend our five senses. Imagine look-
ing for clothes online and touching your computer or smart phone to feel the cloth.

IBM Vice President Bernie Meyerson predicts that technology could be available in the next
five years. “You're talking about almost reinventing the way computers operate and how you inter-

i

act with them as humans. ’

1
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Touch is just one of the senses that computers will help to extend. IBM says smart machines
will soon be able to listen to the environment and give us information about the sounds they hear.
For example, Bernie Meyerson says an advanced speech recognition system will tell new parents
why their baby is crying. “From the sound the baby is creating, that particular frequency (#fi3%)
in the voice of the child, you know the difference between a child, for instance, who is sick as
opposed to a child who is just lonely. That kind of understanding would be great for parents. This
kind of thing is not possible today, but with a sophisticated enough system, it actually is possi-
ble. ”

Mark Malo is a computer science professor at Georgetown University. He says he hopes the
progress that IBM is predicting will lead more students to create future inventions. “It’s going to be
very exciting to see what young people do with the increased availability of mobile platforms and
networking and computing power. ” He says advances in computer technology will make what now
seems like science fiction a part of our everyday lives.

1. According to IBM, “Five in Five” refers to

A. five newest technologies among all its researches in recent five years
B. five newest technologies that will change people’s life in the five years
C. five new directions of society and business in five years

D. five newest scientific directions in the world in five years

2. What does the word “sophisticated” mean in Paragraph 47

A. Advanced. B. New.
C. Experienced. D. Difficult.
3. What is Professor Malo’s attitude towards the new technologies?
A. Negative. B. Positive.
C. Skeptical. D. Critical.

4. What is the main idea of the text?
A. New technologies for human to hear and touch are popular.
B. Parents will no longer worry about their babies’ erying.
C. Young people would be happy about the computing power.

D. Computers will extend human’s five senses in the future.
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China’s new buzzword, “tubao” , may be in next year’s Oxford English Dictionary.

“If its influence continues, it is very likely to appear on our updated list of words, ” said
Julie Kleeman, project manager with the editing team.

In Chinese, “tu” means uncouth and “hao” means rich. It has traditionally been referred to
rich people who throw their weight around in China’s rural areas. In recent years, people borrowed
the term to describe those who spend money in an irrational manner. The word gained credence in
September with the launch of Apple’s new gold-colored iPhone, an item loved by China’s rich peo-
ple. The color became known as “tuhao gold. ” The word is now often used by the online commu-
nity to refer to people who have the cash but lack the class to go with it.

Kleeman also mentioned two other Chinese words—*“dama” and “hukou” —which may also
be taken in the dictionary. “ Hukou” means household registration in Chinese and has been widely
used.

“Dama” , meaning middle-aged women, was first used in the Western media by the Wall
Street Journal in May when thousands of Chinese women were buying up record number of gold.
They were the driving force in the global gold market between April and June when the gold prices

had slumped ( k).
“We have nearly 120 Chinese-linked words now in Oxford English Dictionary, ’

i

she said.
Some of them are; “Guanxi”, literally meaning “connection” , is the system of social networks
and influential relationships which facilitate business and other dealings. Taikonaut is a mix of
taikong, meaning outer space, and astronaut.

The new words will be first uploaded on the official website
before the dictionaries arrive. The online version is also renewed
every three months. “It at least broke our old rules. It used to
take 10 years to include a new word but now we keep the pace

”»

with the era, ” according to John Simpson.
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1. What does “tuhao” mean now?
A. The rich who like iPhone made of gold.
B. The people who have power in the countryside.
C. The people who spend money reasonably.
D. The rich who find no class to belong to.
2. Why is the word “dama” popular now?
A. They bought gold in the global market.
B. They are wealthy middle-aged women.
C. They brought the gold prices down.
D. They worked on Wall Street.
3. Which word has already been in the Oxford English Dictionary?
A. Tuhao. B. Taikonaut. C. Dama. D. Hukou.
4. According to John, the Oxford English Dictionary
A. updates its new version every three months
B. takes 10 years to include a new word now
C. speeds up its acceptance of new words

D. has its online version to collect new words

ESCAEREEEEE A, REEEXNCEMSENRR M FORA ASE, B /EF
HEE RS,

1. B LR
(1) What is the attitude of the author towards ?
(2) How does the writer feel about ?

(3) The writer is of the opinion that

(4) The author seems to be

(5) What is the tone (mood) of “...” 9
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BEARRBRENHT . EETI AN E, BIERN RIS BT ER, FIA S8
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Mark Malo is a computer science professor at Georgetown University. He says he hopes the
progress that IBM is predicting will lead more students to create future inventions. “It’s going to be
very exciting to see what young people do with the increased availability of mobile platforms and
networking and computing power. ” He says advances in computer technology will make what now
seems like science fiction a part of our everyday lives. (ZERH%S)

3. What is Professor Malo’s attitude towards the new technologies?

A. Negative. B. Positive. C. Skeptical. D. Critical.

BRSR:B WASEE, Professor Malo X FiX 6 RS EMNERE —BRAILLE
H AR, 1 “T’s going to be very exciting to see what young people do with the increased

i

availability of mobile platforms and networking and computing power. ’

These health benefits apply to the workplace as well. Rachel Kaplan, a professor of environ-
mental psychology, has spent years researching the restorative effects of natural environments. Her
research found that workers with access to nature at the office—even simple views of trees and
flowers—felt their jobs were less stressful and more satisfying. If low-tech offices can potentially
nourish the brains and improve the mental health of employees then, fine, bring on the cottages.
(2014 - L)

53. The writer’s attitude to “low technology” can best be described as

A. positive B. defensive C. cautious D. doubtful

B ER:A WAEESER, NEEF—BH“These health benefits...” FINE R g —Ha) “If
low-tech offices can potentially nourish the brains and improve the mental health...” Z& 4N A1, /E
FIEEBERXF P, B RS E MRS E . B0k A T,
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What will our future look like? As for the future home, cookers will be set so that you can

cook a complete meal at the touch of a switch. Television will give the information on prices at the

nearby shops as well as news and enjoyment. Visionphones will bring pictures as well as sound to
telephone conversation. Machines will control temperature, lighting, enjoyment and gardening,
etc. At work, robots will take over most jobs and working hours will fall to under 30 hours a week.
Holidays will get longer. Six weeks will be the holidays every year.

What most shocks us is that in the future it will be possible to use virtual reality ( JE2ABLSE)
to bring the dead back to life. People will drag out their old and boring home movies and choose a
relative to bring back to life. The visual will be combined with records about that person to create
a virtual relative. Then the family can have a chat with that relative, keep it running, and live

with it. The experience will be like living with a ghost.

1. This passage is mainly about
A. what our future life will be like
B. how machines help us with our life
C. what the use of robots will be
D. how to live with a ghost
2. The underlined words “at the touch of a switch” in the first paragraph mean
A. when you are beside the swiiches of the cookers
B. on touching the cookers
C. the moment you turn the cookers on
D. as soon as you touch the cookers
3. 1I’s true that in the future
A. people will enjoy their holidays for 42 days a year
B. robots will do everything for man
C. people will see instead of hearing each other when they are talking on the visionphone

D. none of the above
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4. In the future, machines can do the following except that
A. machines can control people’s body temperature
B. machines can control lighting
C. machines can do gardening
D. machines can give people enjoyment
5. As for the dead in the future,
A. they can come back to life and become real persons
B. people can use virtual reality to bring them back to life
C. they will become ghosts and come back

D. the family can’t chat with them

At first sight the planet Mars (k&) does not appear very welcoming to any kind of life. It
has very little oxygen and water. The temperature at night is below 50 degrees, and winds of 100
miles (161 kilometers) per hour cause severe dust storms. However, the surface of the planet
seems to show that water flowed across it at some time in the past, and it is believed that there
would be enough ice at the poles to cover the planet with water if it melted. Although there is no
life on Mars now, some scientists think there may have been some form of life a long time ago. At
that time, the planet had active volcanoes ( X 111) ; the atmosphere was thicker and warmer; and
there was water. In fact, in some ways Mars may have been similar to the Earth, where life exists.

Some people believe that Mars could support life in the future if the right conditions were
produced. The first step would be to warm the planet using certain gases which trap the Sun’s heat
in the planet’s atmosphere. With warmth, water and carbon dioxide, simple plants could begin to
grow. These plants could slowly make the Mars fit to live on. It is judged that the whole process
might take between 100, 000 and 200, 000 years. In the meantime, people could begin to live on
the planet in a special closed environment. They would provide a lot of useful information about

conditions on Mars and the problems connected with living there.

1. According to the passage, the planet Mars has no on it.
A. winds B. dust C. mountains D. animals
2. It is believed that on Mars now

A. there is a large amount of ice at the poles
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B. there is a thicker and warmer atmosphere
C. there are some kinds of simple plants
D. there are many active volcanoes
3. What is the topic of paragraph 29
A. Certain gases should be used to warm the Mars.
B. Plants should be grown to make the Mars fit to live on.
C. Mars could support life on right conditions in the future.
D. People could live on Mars in a special closed environment.
4. The most suitable title for the passage is
A. No Life on Mars
B. Study of Mars
C. The Possibility of Life on Mars

D. Future Conditions on Mars

In the future your automobile will run on water instead of gas! You will be able to buy a su-
percomputer that fits in your pocket! You might even drive a flying car!

For each prediction that has come true today, several others have missed by a mile. Many of
these predictions didn’t consider how people would want to use the technology, or whether people
really needed it in their lives or not. Let’s look at some predictions from the not-too-distant past.

Robot Helpers

Where’s the robot in my kitchen? Nowhere, of course. And he’s I ;)‘ :
probably not coming anytime soon. Robots do exist today, but mostly [ "i” [‘ — '&'T.
\ o ]
T

in factories and other manufacturing environments. = i
Back in the 1950s, however, people said that by now personal I
J" -

robots would be in most people’s homes.

So why hasn’t it happened? Probably because robots are still too expensive and clumsy. And
maybe the idea of robots cooking our dinners and washing our clothes is just too weird. At home
we seem to be doing fine without them.

Telephones of Tomorrow

In 1964 an American company introduced the video telephone. They said by the year 2000

most people would have a video phone in their homes. But of course the idea hasn’t caught on yet.
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Why? The technology worked fine, but it over-looked something obvious: people’s desire for
privacy. Would you want to have a video phone conversation with someone after you just step out
of the shower? Probably not—it could be embarrassing! Just because a technology available
doesn’t always mean people will want to use it.

And finally, how about that crazy prediction of the flying car? It’s not so crazy anymore! But
a flying car remains one of the most fascinating technology ideas to capture our imagination. Keep

watching the news, or perhaps the sky outside your window, to see what the future will bring.

1. The whole passage is mainly about
A. predictions that have come true
B. predictions that haven’t come true
C. why predictions don’t come true easily
D. what technology will bring about
2. The author of this passage won’t believe that
A. predictions needn’t consider people’s practical use of technology
B. the future isn’t always easy to guess
C. not all past predictions have come true
D. many of the high-tech things our parents thought we’d be using by now simply never ap-
peared
3. The underlined word “weird” in para.5 probably means
A. wonderful B. stupid C. practical D. strange
4. What does the author think of the flying car?
A. Tt is too difficult to imagine.
B. It is too crazy an idea.
C. It is likely to be made.

D. It is often reported in the news.

Has been a dream for 30 years but now the world’s first flying car is set to hit the roads this
year.
Ever since the Back to the Future movies lit up our screens in the 1980s, designers have

dreamt of cars that could take to the sky at the push of a bution. And now pilots can order their
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own “roadable” plane for just £ 127, 000.

The plane, which has fold-out wings that span 17. 5 feet, can be up to 115 mph. Back on the
land, it can also travel at “highway speeds” in car mode.

Fuelling (/#A%}) the 19 feet long plane couldn’t be simpler—you just drive it into a petrol
station and fill it up.

A spokeswoman said, “You can keep your ‘light-sport airplane’ in your garage. But because
it needs a short runway to take to the air, you will have to drive to your local airport, fly up to
460 miles, land and drive directly to your destination ( H FJ#b). You will always be ready to
drive or fly.”

The spokeswoman added, “Never let bad weather change your trip. You can simply divert
and continue on the ground until the weather clears. ”

There’s no risk to you—this is only the chance for you to be the first at your home field to un-

fold (J&FF) your wings and fly into the future.

1. According to the text, the “roadable” plane
A. can fly in the sky at “highway speeds” in car mode
B.is a kind of car with fold-out wings
C.is a little difficult to fuel
D. can only travel on the highway
2. We can infer that in the Back to the Fuiure movies
A. there are some skillful pilots
B. pilots have no cars to drive
C. pilots can’t afford a “roadable” plane
D. cars can fly in the sky
3. What does the underlined word “it” in the Sth paragraph refer t0?
A. Light-sport airplane. B. Your garage.
C. The local airport. D. A petrol station.
4. The last sentence of the text aims to
A. call for people to buy the “roadable” plane
B. show people the use of the “roadable” plane
C. tell people only the “roadable” plane can fly in the future
D. ask people to unfold their wings and fly into the future

10
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When you are hungry, what will you respond? Have your favorite meal and stay quiet after
that? 1 But it never lets you know, because you keep it busy thinking about your friends
or favorite stars. So it silently serves your needs and never lets itself grow. When mind loses its
freedom to grow, creativity sets a full stop. This might be the reason why we all sometimes think
“What happens next? ” or “Why can’t I think? ” 2 Why reading but not watching TV? It
is because reading has been the most educative tool used by us right from childhood. Since it de-
velops other aspects of our life, we have to take help from reading.

When you read a book, of course you run your eyes through the lines and your mind tries to
explain something to you. 3 Now this seed is unknowingly used by you to develop new
ideas. If it is used many times, the same seed can give you great help to relate a lot of things,
which you would have never thought of in your wildest dreams!

This is nothing but creativity. 4 Within no time you can start talking with your
friends in English or any other language and never run out of the right words.

So, friends, do give food to your thoughts by reading, reading and more reading. 5
Go and get a book!

A. The interesting part of the book is stored in your mind as a seed.
B. Why not do some reading while you are hungry?

C. Just like your stomach, your mind is also hungry.

D. Now what are you waiting for?

E. Hunger of the mind can be actually solved through wide reading.
F. Reading can help you make more friends, too.

G. Also this makes a significant contribution to your vocabulary.

1
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Traffic Jam

BEISTE R F B BT M3 T N (U R R ) , S B P B EE AL (BT
PERRCE IR, TR B ) AU DL DR (A0S FRAT , et ) 4.

1. ransport means (taxi, bus, trolleybus, minibus, underground, private cars, bike)
2. wraffic jam (rush hours, holidays, highway, work, anxious, patience)
3. advice (green, environmental friendly, reduce, exercise, regular, polite)

4. measures ( congestion charge, wide highways, tax, limit, volunteer)

Driving may be part of the necessary skills for certain working groups,

but it is not their main ability. The transportation companies have good reasons

to worry about the safety of their mobile workers.

There are 60 million mobile workers on the road in the US, and every

year 75 percent of car accident deaths are work-related. With these terrible
numbers , it sounds like a matter of life and death. But actually transportation companies should be
responsible ( fi5¢f{J) for improving their drivers’ behavior and operating safer fleets ( Z=BA).
Traditional driver training methods include classroom instructions, riding practice and videos
about road accidents. However, these are not complete solutions, as instructors cannot always be

in the vehicle with the drivers; video can be expensive to manage and it is often regarded as

12



