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Chapter

Formulaic

Conversation
(G =i8)

In English, formulaic
conversation takes place
on such occasions as in-
troductions and greet-
ings, making telephone
calls and talking about
weather. It often con-
veys some cultural infor-

mation.



1. Greetings and Introductions

Greetings

In English » when people meet , they usually greet each other. The purpose of

the greeting is to establish or maintain (fR#%5) social contact s so formulaic ex-

pressions (X E MR L 15 ) are o ften used.

Lu Yang:
Dick;

Lu Yang:
Dick;
Lu Yang:

Dick :

Dialogue 1

Hello, nice to meet you. My name is Lu Yang.
How do you do, Professor Lu? I'm
Dick Washington. Please call me
Dick.

Welcome to our department, Dick.

Thank you. Here is my card.
Thanks. So you are here for the
conference?

Yes, I am.

Dialogue 2

Jane meets Mrs. Smith at the supermarket.

Jane: Hello, Mrs. Smith. How are you?

Mrs. Smith: Fine, thanks.
Jane: And how is Mary? She didn't go to school this morning. | heard

she had a cold.

Mrs. Smith: Yes. She is much better now. She can go to school tomorrow.

Jane: I’m glad to hear what you say. Please give my regards to her.

Mrs. Smith: 1 will, thank you.



1 Greetings and Introductions

Dialogue 3

Peter meets John, his good friend on the street.

Peter: Hi, long time no see, John! Do you still remember me?
John: Oh, its you, Peter! Where are you heading?

Peter: To the library. Ive got a math exam tomorrow.

John: Thats too bad.

Peter: Yeah.

John: Well, good luck!

Peter. Thanks.

Introductions

When people first meet, they need to introduce each other. Sometimess:you in-
trodﬁe ‘yézgfsgl fto others, while other times you introduce someone.to someonk

else.’-%_ A‘; / ===
Dialogue 4

John is a freshman in Zhengzhou University. «He.is having lunchiin the
dining hall. Harold is also a freshman ‘at the university, Harold cames: ti
John. {51 ] AnsdT . vslleD a0
Harold: Hi, I'm Harold.

John: Hi, I'm John.
Harold: Are you new here?

John: Yeah, I got here only yesterday. How

about you?

Harold: Me too. I'm from Hainan Island. I feel its

rather cold here. Where are you from? Is

it hot in your hometown?
John: I'm from Harbin. It’s much colder there. I've never been to Hainan
Province.
Harold: Hope you can go to my hometown soon. I can be your tourist guide,
John: That's Great. And welcome to Harbin.

Harold: Thanks. Nice meeting you!
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John: Nice meeting you, too. Bye.
Harold: Bye.

Dialogue 5

Lucy took Professor Odom to Dr. Colleys of fice. Professor Odom: works'in
another university. He didn't know Dr. Colley, so Lucy introduced them'to

each other.

Lucy:

Pro. Odom:

Dr. Colley:

Pro. Odom:
Dr. Colley :

Pro. Odom:

Dr. Colley:

Pro. Odom:
Dr. Colley:

Hello, Dr. Colley, Let me introduce you to Professor Odom. Pro=
fessor Odom, this is Dr. Colley , head of computer science depart-
ment in Wuhan University.

How do you do , Dr. Colley?.

I'm glad to know  you; Professor
Odom. Ive heard a lot about you.
Really? Nothing bad, I hope.

Of course 'not.: You made a lot of

new equipments by yourself.

Yes. 1 programmed the equipments
as well.

Great! We will need your help soon.
Fine. Just let me know when.

Thanks. Well talk about it to you later.

Word List :

gree’t[éri t Jwt. Jol %

introducel intradjuss]or.

introduction[ introdakfon ]n.7

N

e

conference[ konforons Jn. 231, i1 7z

personnéll po:sonel jn. A BL, HRBY
formal[‘fo:mol]adj. 1EXHY
informallin'fa: mol Jadj. A IERX 1)
positi()n[:pa‘zifan]n. i, HR
supcrmarkct[‘sju:pqmc:kil]n. Wi

4



1 Greetings and Introductions

regard[ riga:d |n. Xeuls. ] fe

university[ ju:nivo:siti Jn. (£Z543) A 2F

freshman ['frefmon]n. B/t , k2 —4E%%
hometown[ ' houmtaon |n. & %

province[ 'provins Jn. 2 =~ [/ K K AT X))
tourist['tuorist Jn. f 47 & . B W #

guidel gaid |n. S0 g% A . S UiF fV

department[ di'pa: tmont |n. s Bk BT ft, e
equipment[ ikwipmont Jn, % rﬁ' Bt aRbt, W
program[ ‘prougrem |n. 3 [ . B I¥ vi. Jmﬁ:h"( IR

Notes .

1
1.

Do

S w

(o]

~N D

FESETE E K BB WA AT #0F J7 2UJ2 i3 Hello, A AT R 36 Hi, X AR5
Hello I8 A 1650, 5% & M 45 A ] @9 i a] » AT : Good morning, Good after-
noon % Good evening, fH A i Good noon, Good night 7~ & [a] {5 15 , 2 0 I
M 53 it o o AATTHT 408 0 L AH BARIT « f 5 L A B OP 2 A 1 [ (& 1B A 44 . 44
FAERT L MECAE ST BT Mr. CS 24 B BRI B Sir. 28 R A B
PIREEHE) . Mrs. (“KK”, B SL KRB Miss, CUNHE”, K I§), Ms ("%
17 AR AR .

Where are you heading? #124F Where are you going? R 22 JL?

Are you new here ? {54 H K g 2

tourist guide Fiif

L.et me introduce you to ... FAERN L5

head of the computer science department i+&HL & £ 4+

head of the personnel department A ZFHFHE

Use ful Sentences .

. What's happening? ZE{t 43 17

Arc you new here? 53 B A fé g 2

Are you a stranger here? {RJE 40 AN
Are you a native here? 5 & A i A ng 9
How are you doing? {02

How are you today? 4K /E 287

How's everything doing? — ) ik 4N 2
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8. Whats up? &L 4 lnl i

9. What's the matter? [E % T
10. What's wrong? HHfl-ad$8 177
11. Can't complain, fR4f

12. Long time no sece. S/ N

PRACTICE .

| . Complete the following dialogues.

1. A:. How are you. Ms. Lee?

B , . And you?
A: Just fine.
2. A. Good evening, Mr. Smith.
B Mr. Black . 7
A: Not so good, I'm catching a cold.
B: ;
A. Thank you.
3. A. Excuse me, Mr. Augustus. Id like to introduce my friend Ken to you.
B. Hello.Ken. Nice to meet you.
A
4. A. Hello. Dr. Leach. Td like you to meet my colleague, Miss Leach.
B . Miss Leach. May I know your 7
C. My name is Julia.
B. Nice to meet you, Julia.
C . 1 hope to see you again sometime.
B. That would be fine. Good-bye.
A: Bye.
5. A. Hi, John. Come and meet my sister, Jane.
B: Hi, Jane. -
A: Hi, John.

. Put the following sentences in proper order to make a dialogue.
A. Hello, Jane.
B. My name is Diego Valdez.



1 Greetings and Introductions

V—A—IL.—D—E—7Z7
What's your name?

How do you spell Valdez.

mEE 0

Hello, my name is Jane Morgan.
li. Group work.

Introduce a friend to your classmates, or introduce your classmates/teacher/

boss/colleague to your family.



John:
Mary:
John .

Mary .
John:
Peter:
John:
Peter .

J ohn :
Peter:

Clare:

Lisa:

Clare

Lisa:

Clare .
Lisa.
Clare .

Lisa:

Clare

2. Time and Date

Dialogue 1

What time is it by your watch?
I'm sorry my watch has stopped.
It's a quarter to two by my watch.
But it moves a bit fast.

Let's ask someone else.

Have you got the time?

My watch says half past five.

Does your watch keep good time?

Oh, yeah. It loses only a few seconds in a
whole month.
Thanks a lot.

Any time.
Dialogue 2

What day is it today? Tuesday?
Oh, no, Thursday. I bet you didn't forget everything. What's the date
today, do you know?

I bet it's May the 11th.

Oh, My God. Its May the 13th. What's the
trouble with you?

Don’t be nervous, I stayed up last night.
When were you born, may I ask?

On May 13,1985,

Oh, really? It's your birthday today. Happy

birthday to you!
Oh, my! Thank you!



2 Time and Date

Lisa: By the way, do you know what it is according to the lunar calendar?
Clare: It's March 24th.

Lisa: You seem to have your sense now.. Have a good day.
Clare: Thank you.

Dialogue 3

Jane: Grace, my paper was [inished yesterday. My teacher said it's very
good.
Grace: Congratulations. How long did it take you to write your paper?
Jane: It took me about a fortnight.
Grace: Well, let's have a good rest. The weekend is just coming, how about
seeing a film?
Jane. Id love to. When will the film begin?
Grace: It will begin at 8 30.
Jane: Can you tell me the time ? Tve got an appointment at 5: 30.
Grace: It's 4 sharp by my watch.
Jane. Thats good. There is still a long time to go.
Grace: Shall we go for a walk?

Jane: That's a good idea.
Dialogue 4

John: What can I do for you, madam?

Amy: I want to know whether there is a train to Beijing next week.

John: Next week? Oh, let me see, by the way, when or what date exactly?
Amy: It's December 15th, Tuesday.

John: Well, ah, you are lucky. There is just one at 7: 20 a. m,

Amy: Thank you. Oh, do you know what time it will arrive?

John: At about 1. 30 a. m.

Amy: OK. Thanks again. Goodbye.

Dialogue 5

Wang: What day is it today, Mr. Li?
Mr. Li: Its Friday.
Wang: Another week gone! How time flies! Howd you like to go fishing this
9
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weekend?
Mr. Li: All weekend?
Wang: No. only Saturday.
Mr. Li: I'm not sure I can be gone tomorrow. 1 promised to help my sister
move on Saturday.
Wang: How about Sunday. then? We could start carly in the morning.
Mr. Li: I might be able to do that. Let me check and Ill call you at home to-
night.
Wang: Great! Ill talk to you later.
Mr. Li: So long.

Word List .

bit [ bit Jn. Z/phdR, b
second|'sekond In. . H %
wholel houl Jadj. T A7) 5E %M
Tuesday["tju:zdi Jn. B3] —
quarter[kwo:ton. PW4r2Z—. -Z1 g
Thursday[ 00: zdi ], 51 P4
forget[ foget Ju. Liid . 2
nervous| mosvos Jadj. Bkl . AN
stay up X
according to v. {KI
promisel ‘promis o, B0 . BN FIE
check [[Jek v, BEXFCH B HES . Ko
lunar[ fju:noJadj. H M. 52
calendar[keelindoJn. H i ik
congratulation[ kongraetjuleifon ln. #tin) . B4 &
paper['peipan. i X
fortnight['fa: tnait Jn. /4 ALY
appointment[ dpoaintmont Jn. #4423, i
sharpl Ja:pladv. % 2 H . i)

| =]

whether["(h)weda Jconj. J& &

10



2 Time and Date

Notes :

Lo SR AP B ] 0 78 B 5o At AT A /DS ik 322 32 TGI8 2 2% 2 ( study ) i 2 T4 (
work ) #EHERT C on time ) BB Cin time ) EE . W] 5k 4 48 ( mon-
ey ) Hf [ EE 2 i C knowledge ). T time X if)id 4 —¥ H % 2 i, F
08 25 JLAG - 24 5 [E N 5w [a] o 74 PRmf L b AT 23 6 " How time flies!” 8§
“Time flies fast!”, G A“BFE] CHE 17 YA 008 % A 15 W bR IRE L 3253 .
“Have a good time (HEAS H.00) V73R B A 8] 52 56 mf, 26 W A% 36, “ Time is
money but money is not time(—~} [ —F &, ~F @ HELH )

2. Does your watch keep good time? R ff) ¢ & 15 #i g 9

3. Any time J& 4 5 A B R B AR )R 9 & TG . BRILZAh 8 T LABE That's

all right/ Never mind/ Thats OK %54,

. stay up ZXK

5. the lunar calendar 4 Jj;

6. It took(takes) +sb. +some time + to do sth.

R HE N 1F N E 2 2 K ]
e. g. It took me 2 hours to do my homework last night.
Wz e FR ARV L AR T RSN
7. get an appointment £ 23
8. 4 sharp by my watch. FX & E 4 L%,
] LAt 4 oclock by my watch.
9. Howd you like to & & & How about. .
10. So long = Bye-bye

=N

Use ful Sentences .

I. What time is it now? BFJLA 177

2. When does the play start? &l {]- 2 16} ] JF i 2

3. What time does the play finish? Mnfdkil 2 [n] 2 o 2

t. Could you tell me when the store open? {RGEAE URIK B0 LA 45 45 Mk g

5. And when does it close? JLAAT4E?

6. Excuse me . Could you tell me when the plane for. .. leaves? {REEN JFE J:
oo EHLIL A 2
And when does it arrive in. .. ? JLAN k2

8. What day is it today? 4 KW JL?
11



