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PREFACE

Ever since the ancient time Taiwan ancient name
of “Tung K’un” or “Yi Chou” » was inhabited by the
Malay aborigines. Despite the low culture level, its
relationship to China mainland could be traced to the
times earlier than the Sui and T’ang periods.
They have created artworks full of local color which
becomes one branch of the remaining aboriginal art
in the modern world.

During the 16-17th centuries the Hollanders once

occupied the areas of now-a-daysTainan and brought

in some Western culture. Later during the Ming &

C’hing dynasties many inhabitants of the Mainland Chi-

na moved into Taiwan and brought in large amount of
Chinese art and custom which become the foundation
and main-stream of the Taiwanese culture. Then, by
end of the 19th century Taiwan became a colony of
Japan, which again impacted on the Taiwanese culture
to a certain extend. The influences from China, Japan
and the West can be seen on both architecture and art.
Among various kinds of artworks, the sword weapon
has rich collection and is worth studying.

I myself have been appreciating and collecting the
Taiwanese sword weapons for a long time. After gra-

duation from Kei-0 University in Tokyo, I have visited

Taiwan several times to personally understand status
of the remaining ancient swords. And during my stay
in the United States for advanced study a few years
ago, I found the American sword art lovers have also
collected a considerable number of Taiwan ancient
swords. This enhanced my interest in aggressively and
widely collect such artistical objects and relatedinfor-
mation. Meanwhile I have had the co-operation of Mr."
Lu Yi-chuan in Taipei to collect both the real objects
and related documentations and further systemize
them, so that the origines and characteristics of the
The Taiwanese sword weapons can be exposed to the
public.

After three years of hard working, we are present

“ Chinese

Sword Weapons—Taiwan Section”. As the sponsor

ting to you the result of our endeavor--

of the publication, I am pleased to write a few words
indicating the whys and wherefores of publishing this
book.

I sincerely hope that by this publication, we will be
able to fill the blank for studying Taiwanese sword
weapons; and furthermore, contribute to the study of

Chinese, Japanese and Western sword art.

Lin Yu-chao



-_-.- _._-..-__._l......l..._.._n .-._._._.. :_ r._..n.l .
h _|||.. . =

1.w..||

...n. a 1

- r...l..r|r.1
LIIL -
Ih [ ] [ ]

" |
4 by
L .




I.vE) sk He—15 8
History of Chinese Sword Weapons
—Tailwan Section



r.-...._...m.._...._“. - e o4 -
m= ....l - ..|.| == |-I|.|T|-. 9 =
.r. . LS Lr. o .n_.“.J.....I. ul :-. _._h.m._... ="l u.q.. HI-"_._-.. ]

l.ql..ll.l . =t “ ..-._."1"..___......r ..|l i

ll |
I- N HI h : N I.. N I-LI - N [ ] IIF-I

1

—

. F

o o

L |
L]
5
r
is
1
II
|
=
==
g

" ull I
-
|

PR Lt




O A

SLvp s KB b ) g 2 5 @ AR R AR, - &
0 ) @) LR e LSBT S SEETIRE( o [RIEEM) - b
e PEAT J) i BAAG JT @ IER S o pRA 5 i B i A b
s AR A RPESE > IR SR — ~ @A
XALEEH THIAERET o

i )2l i B BESR TE I B i EE T 5 v E
v MEF A H b P BLEBCR BR BT A > WO SR 7R R B T
2l S Bt 7 )@l st bRk — R AL o s B TR
(2RER » AR ITLIRE » 28 SCES R By 1k B4R 52 BUR
ZhefT » ERMEEDEFRREZTISNRE ; RARE
RS ~ g LEEPESEREA JIM o S B AR LSRR
R IR BRI » BRI # SU 7% B SR BURT A 5
RES » B NPEANIA A 24 SIS LURBTEM
R PREIR T~ B EEIAZTIRIRE o
sh o B ZELIR > WA ABRESHE —+/UFE (1624
~1662) - HERFWHERIDELE » MW A —Lhfy
BRI 2 TIR) ~ A& S o vh H RBRG - b
B - EEEEIRERS H AE L4 (1895 ~19
45) o TEVE R HEHACH » H AL /) SHE6E R #
EAES NE R PTIRE & 825 o bl H AR
ST o BERBAGMEI A L (H4ERE T A H A
NRIKBREE » HP R Z 85 » A NBEBMEM o 1%
E45H » BARTIQULERD B &5 F AR - &
MmEEIAE L —KINE » EEEREEAFIRIE
AESBIMER o 58 TR XA 2 IS EE 2 A0 HAE 5 - &
X ESARE  BERZ -EHE - AEZHMW » BlE
M3 5 )@l R 2 ol » B SR AfegGEY ~ 1E
an AR BERC R AT ~ HEEKE » AEFEZNE »
Vil B gt o (R {EREE 15 DB T AR H ST o B R
#;wor o AERSE TIRIEIN T8

Coaa i et P AT S APl v

S ER L AR RN ]I E

S =H M L hIE IR 2 EA

S UUER 3 @ PETESLH AR ] &1

TGS A B BR 3E Hb [5 ) B — i I 12 2 bl oo BH

o TSI - TR R o (S
HVARTEFI G+ BEAE T o T BT S T — A 2 B
W AR A AR 2 o

2] B E L2 B+ T ) o A S
T BT W P38+ Y NIRRT o B 11 2%
(B T L o RO EL A+ FLRCOR ~ A SR G A A
FIF Ok o {EARAE ~ TRAE - TR B FH 2 R T8
2 JIRUERCEE T ) 2 RS ) o JEK - JT 6
2R R AR T T RHE SRR ~ A a5
J5 T+ RS i AR - A A AT A R
R A TIR o BEE A+ B ) 6 I BN R
B AR TH  (H{) 4 17 76 S R0 (Al o ButE
Hoss i B HE - TIRIFR 26 T —FBOEI « APl
S — R i AL 2 B0 o T) 61l 2 T R A Sk ) B
PHSTTE + B 07 LRk 5 P B 2 o 55 B S0 55 0
CHIBEFAR TG Z IhE AR 1 T] I R RS —
FRERE  f 5% s 7 HE g BE 417 5+ [ A e R )
BT AL HE A TR 2 303 ) o

13



— %
ik G1iiil

BEOTIFREORES I, hEIKEIZEIT S5
EHREFEULL, ZOHERILATOEE TILDIE S,
L L5112, ZOTIROBERIEREVEL = Eh5
WHBoTWVWBEDTH D, BB E KEDHEERM T O Hb:
F, WEFEMIIKREDO 7Oy 7 EERZDY, TN TH
B1~2HESH-0256, &I KRGFEL TV,

BEOJJEIKRE X, Higticsnw T zZHiEBE
Wl IS T w3, Z I ERASRM & B
BRBEOEEMRICE S0 T, ZREIZL THE®D
TJIGIFES, & AWz ROTIRIE Fizs T,
BAEYY g 2 HEDTWSE, REOJIRIFES 5
RBAE, K JoEARR LIRS, el & L1k o
BaaxtE O EEIC LY, REICKED TJRIKE 2 &
PRIFEEhB3Z L aHFasnhr o7z, 20D, =
EinEIRoaE, 2 3EMESZ O XD T RE
BEFHEoTVWiE, BEIL, *%Hﬁﬁbﬂ&&ﬁ
M AT T ERO T O Z 28 20D, BARIE
@M%K@,%%%E@%Eﬁ%%Vﬁfﬁﬁ$ﬁ
wtﬁb,%mﬁm%% 200 g D VA S L7z
ZDrD, BBCIEASRILASREE, T, W, B
gD JJRIRKEPRES N TR, 2D 5, BAFEAH
BE(CI28 5 T A T v ¥ AHB84R(1624~1662) & 11
HIAAT W, BHOBEKINKIZEDbDN /e TN T
X & A T o5 ANBERRFRAD TJR100388 4 & oo U LiE
M»E > T\ b, hEE HAE O HEESR I CHED
BT, BEIMEROBEEESE L THERDFIZIED
, HARICHBI NS Z L504F(1895~1945), T A %
IRV EAC Y 4 A A, HAREE TR
WBEERL, BEFERICVWAEKIYTE» 5ZEAHD
FXY AL L o7 LA LUHAREROEANE
D EMEFKERR D 5, REBRHAARLIERT 21
12, £33 XRILZ BAD JJRIRE P EBEIZERS R
7=, ZD%E2izh, HABRPDLEL <, B2 X
ALY T2~ 2 0, LABIZAHIZEY, 21
BEﬁwﬁ%#FEH DX 7 HFEHZEDFIZED,
BERE BT AKREL ) DALERY, EIZE
WHEIT A IWRDITE LA DD T LER 2, EFREDED
12, GEDINRRKREDHATE D> & D ICHEMEE D,
mBfEEHEEE D ) ORBRE AU, FEIHET
H3, EHEOHME, ZThoBBOTIFMRENHN
AFERT BI2H20, RETOEW L S FERICHEIE

14

n7-EPREsS, B, H. A 7%, HED#HE, (I
MAERZ CHEHEZMZ T, HFLLBABELES, £
LCHBOERY, ZhTcaeaificsor»nican
hm,%uﬁtifoéf,%ﬁmw%#bﬁ<¢
57-8, BEOTIEIEEZRDO I IZHTE L =
am—Ep m(éwiﬁuiw&&éﬂﬁﬂr&,\o
s BEBOBEERKRD TGRS,
g shEKXREOHIER S A 513 A - 72 T] &
EUER . 4 7 v & HAD JI&,
HTIZENTASHORKKIZEHE W T, @O ANER
BEIBZLIEST T, Bz BE I 3EmEAL S
hy, BEdmEREIhh T3, LA2L, BEIC
ﬁwf@%ii5777—>ayt@%6ﬂf,m
Lw:t&@wifo%ﬂfz%#,#iof%
HEMELZH>TEHFD, ﬁ%t:iﬁ‘l@&%fffo
BEO TIRRE O Agix, HhEAED HGEB
RN ZEEMOFE®REREL <, &% AMDOERTF
D, EX TV DIZKET, BROFE LT 3
HELZ TECTY, BBRoRHELHOB YV ED T, %
NSO FREMPCEE &y, BRICE-> TITo 72,
ShokhE, RITHE, I HANVLEEPEPFOTEL LT
b sLET, 26 TJaIE, KRAODR UEL LB
HERETZIZEDODTH > 2o KEIZTIRIDED IF,
FHEDOLNLVT v 7T EEMOREL S, BEXTHA
YO SEICES, ABEEZOEBIZONTED &8
8<E<ﬂhé,hﬁ(%mm*ﬁﬂ#¢bhé%
DTHDZEPYRELHMENT W, ¢ % 5T
ZZTJIEN G CIFEFSEIEIIN A EE L TE L IXED
L nh, Zh-RERGFL.BEHZLDOELTAR
SN AMEdH 2 EHDTT . HADERFIL K &D
Kia EOEE L kI, 2o JJRliEEIZET S
s L ey, 2oJJENIEEIZHIT S IEAEA T
IR RBEAECEL, FRHA D S — DDt
fﬁ’(‘{s% ) E T, ﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁb)&% 37272480 >720
HEBIT A 7207213k m%@%mi%%
,mﬁ%fm‘%cﬁgni?o%ﬂ#bﬁh
JI&IZ iﬂ%f’if:yJiDV)&iI{L)f:L‘&g%’(To
. JIENEEEA S D, LNVOEVERTSTE HY
, AE, JIRIfEEDEBIZXFLT, £0EHL
IELWVWHR#AES IREAELEIBLE T,



I. Foreword

Similar to the development of the sword weapons in the
Mainland China, the earliest sword weapons in Taiwan can be
traced to pre-historic time. Also similarly, the history of Taiwanese
sword weapons begins with stone knife. Since Taiwan & Mainland
China used to be a connected continent, its development started
as early as ten to twenty thousand (10,000-20,000) years before
recorded history.

Geographically, the Taiwanese sword covers only that of the
Formosa Island and Penghu Island, yet owing to Taiwan’s
geographical location and political changing, it has a significant
position in the sword weapon history of both China and the
whole world.

As far as Chinese weapons are concerned, ever since the
Sung Dynasty, the government enforced policies that put mental
pursuits above martial art, and strictly prevent treachery. These
policies resulted in few sword weapons left among the people,
except for fishermen and pirates. Meanwhile, since the Sung
Dynasty, Taiwan has become the haunt of pirates in the Southeast
coasts; in the Ming Dynasty, Taiwan became the last castle of
Cheng Chen-kung; followed by the ruling of the Manchus for
two hundred years in the Ching Dynasty. All of these enabled
Taiwanese people to retain a considerable quantity of sword
weapons of the Sung, Yuan, Ming & Ching Dynasties.

Furthermore, in the later part of Ming Dynasty, the Hollander
had occupied Taiwan for thirty-eight years (1624-1662), which
enriched the collection of Taiwanese sword weapons by adding
some special knives, swords & cannon. During 1895-1945 Taiwan
was once again occupied by a foreign country, this time Japan,
which contributed to the collection by many Japanese style sword,
including some very adorable ones.

The origin of Taiwan sword weapons has been so complicated
and diversified, this book thus seeks to depict the development
of these weapons by detailed introductions and illustrations. This
book will cover the period from pre-historic time all the way
through each dynasty as well as the foreign influence of Holland
and dJapan. In this book, we will divide the Taiwanese sword
weapons into the following categories:

Part | : Pre-historic sword weapons in Taiwan

Part Il : Sword weapons used by Taiwan aborigines

Part Il : Sword weapons sourced from Mainland China

Part IV: Holland & Japanese style sword weapons.

In now-a-day Japan, Europe and U.S.A., ancient weapons
are treated as antiques, distincted themselves from general kill-
ing tools. However, it is regretful that in Taiwan they are treated
the same as general killing tools and strictly controlled.

Again, similar to that of the Mainland China, in the early
stage, the Taiwanese sword weapons were used to protect human
lives and overcome dangers from the wild nature.Later before

modern weapons were developed, sword weapons became tools
for fighting against enemies and a symbol of power. Today, these
sword weapons are still worth keeping because they have become
adorable antiques of art.
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