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Since the 1980s, China has experienced tremendous changes in all
aspects. These changes deeply and directly influence Chinese people’s
material life and mental life. Literary works, especially short stories, first
capture and represent these changes with their keen tentacles. The works
selected in this book, both in content and in language, not only highlight
new literary themes and new expressions, but also reflect the inevitable
changes brought about by modernization, commercialization and

urbanization in Chinese society.

This advanced reading selection presents nine contemporary Chinese
short stories published since the 1980s. In order to combine Chinese
language teaching with modern Chinese literary teaching, I have chosen
some good examples that are not only rich of linguistic and literary merits,
but also represent different contemporary Chinese social issues. I hope that
readers will improve their language level, enrich the knowledge of '
literature, and at the same time, deepen their undetStahding of toda
Chinese society. L ké i

{

.

Chinese society and culture.




There are totally nine lessons in this book. Every lesson includes pre-lesson
discussion, story itself, vocabulary, exercises and a brief introduction to the author.
Because advanced Chinese language courses emphasize the expansion of vocabulary

-and oral expression, the book has provided Chinese interpretation for the vocabulary.
Discussion questions are based on the stories itself and related topics that will help
students learn to express their thoughts on the stories in Chinese. Some questions,
especially in the second part of the discussion questions, can also be used as discussion
topics for seminar, research and written work, to stimulate students’ interest in Chinese

literature and culture.

This book is suitable f(;r elective courses for one semester to use. The suggested
class hours for each lesson are 4, a total of 36 hours. For the convenience of teachiflg and
.ieaming, I have abridged some long stories and have occasionally made slight changes in
wording, Mthout aﬂecting the plot and overall atmosphere of the stories. Abridgements
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