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Dedicate this book to people who created classics of 20th-century Chinese architectural heritage
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Preface

Beijing is a world-renowned city. The interpretation into the formation of city spirit from the perspective of world-
renowed city stands as an overarching mission, for it has to deal with the evolution of civilization, and the reflection
on how to pass on and spread fine cultures. Buildings, as vehicles of cities and monuments of times, can not
only showcase the characteristics of a city, but also act as the city’s cultural cards which cannot be reproduced.
What winds its way along the 7.8 km central axis of the Old Beijing is a landscape corridor made up of various
constructions. Master architect Liang Sicheng in one of his articles entitled “Beijing: An Unparalleled Masterpiece
of Urban Planning " hailed the city by saying “The Old Beijing takes the shape of ‘ (', On its northern part lies the

Inner City; on its southern part is the Outer City. At the core of the Inner City stands the Imperial City, which also
serves as the center of urban planning. The entire city is arranged around it... The world’s longest, greatest central
axis runs from north to south through the entire city. The magnificent order unique to Beijing is derived from the
construction of the central axis.” The 20th-Century Chinese Architectural Heritage Classics (Bejjing Volume) that is
exhibited today has been compiled by the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design (Group) Co., Ltd. (BIAD) and 20th-
Century Architectural Heritage Committee of China Cultural Relics Academy as editors-in-chief. The book stands
as a masterwork of heritage inheritance with the central axis of the Old Beijing as its background image. It seems to
tell Beijing and even the rest of the world that the extant 20th-century Chinese architectural heritage sites need to
be remembered as they were in the past and to be connected together with cultural ties. The book, a collection of
typical 20th-century Chinese architectural heritage sites, sheds some light on the cultural responsibility of scholars
dedicated to the design of beijing architecture through centuries and writes down a history of Beijing architecture in
the 20th century with vivid works, architects and event reviews.
The research in the 20th-century Beijing architecture involves an extraordinarily large amount of workload. The
century witnessed the evolution of times, thus requiring scholars to do a lot of thinking profoundly and magnificently.
In Beijing’s course of growth as a city, erect countless monuments that can date back to the 20th-century. Above all,
how to balance the relationship between development and conservation has always been crucial in making Beijing a
future city. Like many other Chinese metropolises, Beijing in the past century has not only survived the severe blows
of the Western cultures, but engaged in creative design that combines fine heritage and contemporary development
under constant scrutiny. If the historical and cultural axis of the ancient capital city is likened to the architectural
beauty of the Old Beijing, the striking appearance of top ten Beijing buildings in the PRC as well as landmark
‘bpi1§jngs’ emB’rgipg from such major events as the Asian Games and the Olympic Games signals that thanks to
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