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Executive Summary

Since the publication of the book The distributions and changes o [ rare wild animals
in China in 2009, it has drawn the attention from specialists and researchers from multiple
disciplines. both domestic and abroad. The book has won several awards in China,
including the “First Shandong Province Press and Publication Book Award” (2011). and
the third “ Three Hundred” Original Book Project by China's National Press and
Publication Administration Bureau (2011). However the species included in the original
book is limited and there are requests from the readers to include more species and more
geographical areas.

The original book was a fusion between the science of nature and the science of
humanities. As the sequel, this edition continues in this direction. More species of rare
wild animals representing different geographic areas and the different animal kingdoms of
China were selected in this new edition. More than 50 kinds of animals were selected for
this book. including the original native and the extricated but reintroduced species (the
giant salamander. Chinese alligator. the stork, the crested ibi, the swan., the mandarin
duck. the red-crowned crane, the macaque, the snub-nosed monkey, the gibbon, the
pangolin, the bear, the panda, the lynx, the leopard. the tiger, the Asian elephant, the
mustang. the wild ass. the rhino branch. the bactrian camel, the musk deer, Chinese
river deer. the sika deer. Pere David's deer and so on). Each individual species is
introduced and specified with colored morphological map to accurately identify its
characteristics. habits. ecology and other aspects. The materials used in this study
(including the ancient record of the Holocene relics and the history book records up to the
Shang and Zhou dynasties, the early relics. and the modern field investigation and
rescarch results) were used together to confirm findings regards. The final results of the
study were determined using careful deciphering and logical prediction and/or scientific
conclusion. while considering different aspects of the raw materials collected. This
includes in the differences in language between ancient and modern people. the difference
of the environment between the ancient and modern time. and the legitimacy of the

document. The book not only presents the distribution and the changes of rare wild



animals in China in history, but also current ecology and the problems existing for animal
protection and nature reserve areas. The book clarifies some misunderstandings and
confusions of some species including the origins., proliferation. subspecies distribution
through detailed evidence analysis and the investigation of the original date source. The
author further identifies some areas which need further investigation to arrive alter a
definitive conclusion.

The distributions and changes of rare wild animals in China in 2009 is a revised
edition of the original. with new material and analysis added. The distribution and the
changes were presented through four or five stages in each species. Some paradises
shifting results are presented in the book.

This book can be used by people from a number of diverse fields, including
geography, animal geography in historical periods, animal. environment. climate,
forestry, ecology, natural history, humanity studies in the field of history. population.
social, economic and so on. This work is also of high interests to nonprofessionals who

have general interest in ecology.
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