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Passage 1

Benjamin Banneker was born a few months before another great | Benjamin Banneker

American—George Washington. Benjamin was black, but he was not a
slave. He and his mother and his grandmother were free. Benjamin’s
grandmother came from England. In America she got a job and worked
for many years to pay for her boat trip across the ocean. After working
many more years, she saved enough money to buy a farm. Benjamin
lived with her for a while. She taught him to read and write and do
arithmetic (FENX).

Benjamin’s neighbour knew that he was clever. They were not
surprised when he built a large wooden clock. He made each piece after studying a small pocket
watch. The clock made him famous, for it was one of the first clocks built in America. People from
other places began to send hard problems of all kinds for Benjamin to settle.

Thomas Jefferson learned of Benjamin Banneker’s ability to settle hard problems. He asked
Banneker to help build the city that was to be the capital of the United States — Washington, D.C..
Banneker worked hard on the plans for the city. He marked where the streets and buildings — the
Capitol (£ E E £ K &), the White House, and many others — should be built.

Later, L’ Enfant, the Frenchman who had designed the new city, had a quarrel, and went back
to France in anger. He took all of the plans with him. The workmen couldn’t build without any plans
to follow.

For a while it seemed that the plans for the capital might have to be changed, but Benjamin
Banneker remembered the plans he had helped draw. He drew each again as he had built each piece
of his clock.

If it weren’t for Benjamin Banneker, Washington, D.C. might look very different from the way
it does today.

s
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1. Benjamin’s grandmother taught him how when he was young.
A. to read and write and do arithmetic B. to make a clock
C. to do farm work D. to solve some difficult problems

2. When Banneker built a large wooden clock,
A. people in America showed no surprise
B. his name spread all over America
C. he became the first man in America to build a clock
D. people came from other places to congratulate him
3. Thomas Jefferson asked Banneker to help build the city Washington because he was told that
Banneker was :
A. warm- hearted B. clever C. hard-working  D. serious

4. The French designer L’Enfant had a quarrel with the Americans and returned to France
A. worriedly B. angrily C. excitedly D. calmly
5. When L Enfant left with his plans, Banneker was in of building the capital Washington.
A. charge B. helping C. design D. completing
6. In building the city Washington, Banneker showed that
A. he had a good memory B. he was never tired of working
C. he feared no difficulties D. he was good at drawing

7. Benjamin Banneker is remembered to this day mainly because
A. he made one of the first clocks in America
B. he used to be an assistant to L’Enfant, who had designed the city Washington
C. he designed the city Washington when L’Enfant left
D. he was able to continue the plans for the new city Washington as L’Enfant left with his plans

Passage 2
True or False CHIIi T30 FREFAEILAR, FHEHH “T” R, AMFEHIH “F” £5):

I am an e-mail user. When I first started to use the e-mail system I used to read all my e-mails.
I didn’t have many mails. I was very excited about receiving any e-mail. I gave my friends my
e-mail address. Soon I had more mails than I wanted. Some of the mails were junk mails (£ 35%
). 1 was worried. I didn’t want my mails to control me.

I’ve tried some methods to help me get control of my mails. First, I check my mails at the same
time every day. Also I try to allow myself only 15-20 minutes every day to process my e-mails. This
doesn’t always work, but I try. Sometimes I save the messages. Sometimes I just read them, maybe
answer a few, and then delete them.

Sometimes I’m not at all interested in a message, so I don’t even open it. I delete it right away.
This is very much the way I go through the mails that the postal service delivers to my home.

These methods are very simple. I have some friends who are very clever with computers. From
time to time, they teach me new tricks for managing my e-mails. I’ve also learned to transfer (3 17)
some messages to a disk so they don’t fill up my mail files (3C/4J%). Then I can read them later and
maybe use them in my work. I’m still amazed at what e-mails can do for me! I’'m still worried,
however, about having too much to read.

1. The writer used to read all his e-mails because he didn’t have many mails.

-5
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2. After giving his friends his e-mail address the writer had more mails than he wanted.
3. Sometimes the writer checks his mails in the morning and sometimes in the evening,
4. The writer always spends less than 15 minutes processing his e-mails.

5. Sometimes the writer doesn’t open the mail because he is not at all interested in it.

5. The writer teaches his friends how to manage their e-mails.

Passage 3

Every year on my birthday, from the time I turned 12, a white
gardenia (H5¥1£) was delivered to my house. No card ever came with it.
Calls to the flower-shop were not helpful at all. After a while I stopped
trying to find out the sender’s name and was just pleased with the beautiful
white flower, in soft pink paper. '

I never stopped imagining (#%t) who the giver might be, though.
Some of my happiest moments were spent daydreaming about the sender. My mother encouraged
these daydreams. She’d ask me if I had been especially kind to someone. Perhaps it was one of my
classmates. Perhaps it was the old man. He lived across the street. I'd delivered his mail during the
winter. As a girl, though, I had more fun imagining that it might be a boy that I had met.

One month before my high school graduation, my father died. I was so sad that I became
completely uninterested in my upcoming graduation dance, and I didn’t care whether I had a new
dress or not. My mother, in her own sadness, however, would not let me miss any of those things.
She wanted her children to feel loved. In fact, my mother wanted her children to see themselves
much like the gardenia: lovely, strong and perfect, with perhaps a bit of mystery (F#i75).

I got married at the age of 22. My mother died ten years after I was married. That was the year
the gardenia stopped coming.

1. The writer got a white gardenia as a present on her birthday.
A. seventh B. tenth C. eleventh D. fifteenth
2. When the writer first received the present, she
A. didn’t know who sent her the flower
B. found a card together with the flower
C. called the sender and thanked him a lot
D. didn’t make any calls to the flower-shop
3. From the passage we know that
A. the writer was not pleased with the flower
B. the white gardenia was in soft pink paper
C. the gardenia was sent to the writer’s mother
D. the father helped the writer find out the sender
4. Why did the writer think the old man might be the sender of the gardenia?
A. Because he lived just across the street.
B. Because the writer once delivered his mail.
C. Because the old man was very kind to the writer.
D. Because the old man often encouraged the writer.
5. The writer was very sad because




BT P H 5 WA L 150 & (2010 pR)

A. she missed her high school graduation dance

B. she didn’t know who sent her the white flower

C. her father died one month before her graduation

D. she didn’t have a new dress for the graduation dance
6. Who was the real giver of the white gardenia?

A. Her mother. B. Her classmate. C. The old man.  D. Aboy.
7. Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?

A. A Childhood Dream. B. A Graduation Party.

C. A Mother’s Love. D. A Special Birthday.
Passage 4

True or False CAIl T 54 FREFEFEINE, M “T” £, AMEEHIMH “F” £

John Brown, an office worker, lives in Washington. He inherited (4£7) $1,000,000 when he
was 23. He didn’t feel happy at all. His college friends were looking for their first jobs, but he didn’t
have to. John decided to keep living a simple life like everyone else. He didn’t tell any of his friends
and gave $100,000 of his money to a charity that helped poor children to live better lives. Today he
is 36, he still wears cheap shoes and clothes and owns a small car only, but he is much happier. Up
to now John has helped 15 children from poor countries all over the world, $200 a month for each.
The child does not receive the money in cash (314x). The money pays for the child’s school
expenses, food, medical care and clothing. John receives a report each year on the child’s progress.
They can write to each other, but usually the children do not speak English. When John first heard
about these children, he wanted to help them. “It was not anything special,” he said, “Until I had the
chance to go to these countries and meet the children I was helping, I did not know anything about
the type of life they had.”

Once John went to meet a little girl in Africa. He said that the meeting was very exciting.
“When I met her, I felt very, very happy,” he said. “I saw that the money was used for a very good
plan. It brought me closer to the child in a way that giving money alone cannot.” “I want to do
everything I can. I will go on helping those children in need,” he added.

1. John Brown didn’t feel happy when he inherited $1,000,000.

2. John Brown had to look for his job when he was 23 years old.

3. John Brown gave all his money to help poor children to live better lives.
4. 15 children from poor countries are given $200 a month for each by him.
5. The money pays for the children’s school expenses and their services.

6. When John met the little girl in Africa he helped, he was very happy.

7. John Brown said he would go on helping those children in need.

Passage 5

Tom arrived at the bus station quite early for Paris bus. The bus for Paris would not leave until
five to twelve. He saw a lot of people waiting in the station. Some were standing in line (HEBN),
others were walking around. There was a group of schoolgirls. Their teacher was trying to keep
them in line. Tom looked around but there was no place for him to sit.

He walked into the station café (WIMELE). He looked up at the clock there. It was only twenty

- B
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to twelve. He found a seat and sat down before a large mirror (55 ¥) on the wall. Just then, Mike,
one of Tom’s workmates came in and sat with Tom.
“What time is your bus?” asked Mike.
“There’s plenty of time yet,” answered Tom.
“Well, I’ll get you some more tea then,” said Mike.
They talked while drinking. Then Tom looked at the clock again. “Oh! It’s going backward (8
4T)!” He cried, “A few minutes ago it was twenty to twelve and now it’s half past eleven.”
“You’re looking at the clock in the mirror.” said Mike. Tom was so sad (¥Eizt). The next bus
was not to leave for another hour. Since then Tom has never liked mirrors.
1. Tom went into the station cafe because
A. Mike asked him to have a cup of tea
B. it was quite early and he could find a seat there
C. he didn’t like to stay with the schoolgirl
D. he wanted to have a drink with his workmate there
2. What time was it in fact when Tom looked at the clock?

A. Half past twelve. B. Twenty to twelve.
C. Half past eleven. D. Half past one.
3. From the story we know that when we look at a clock in a mirror, we will find
A. the time is right B. it’s going slower
C. it’s going backward D. it’s going faster

4. Which of the following is true?
A. Tom arrived in Paris on time.
B. The next bus would leave in half an hour.
C. After that Tom didn’t like mirrors any longer.
D. Tom looked at the clock in the mirror only once.
5. Which of the following is the title (i H ) of the story?

A. The Mirror of the Station B. Not A Careful Man
C. Missing A Bus D. The Clock In The Mirror
Passage 6

The worst tourist in the world is Nicholas Scotti of San Francisco. Once he flew from the US
to his home town in Italy to see someone at home. The plane made a one-hour stop to get oil at
Kennedy Airport of New York. As he thought he had arrived home, Mr. Scotti got off the plane.
He thought he was in Rome.

When nobody was there to meet him, Mr. Scotti thought maybe they were held up by heavy
traffic. While looking for their addresses, Mr. Scotti found that the old “Rome” had changed a lot.
Many old buildings were replaced by high modern ones.

He also found that many people spoke English instead of Italian and that many street signs
were written in English.

Mr. Scotti knew very little English, so he asked a policeman (in Italian) the way to the bus
station. He happened to meet a policeman who was also born in Italy and answered him in the
same language.
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After twelve hours’ traveling round on a bus, the driver handed him over to a second
policeman. He asked the policeman why the Rome police employed so many people as policemen
speaking English instead of Italian.

To get him on a plane back to San Francisco, He was sent to the airport in a police car with
sirens (&3H) on. “Look,” said Scotti to his interpreter; “I know I'm in Italy. That’s how they
drive.”

1. When Mr. Scotti arrived at the airport, nobody met him because

A. he was in New York B. he was in Rome
C. policemen could help him D. he was in an Italian city
2. In what direction did the plane fly when Mr. Scotti went to Italy from the US?
A. To the east. B. To the south. C. To the west. D. To the north.
3. Why was Mr. Scotti so sure that he was in Rome?
A. Because he traveled a lot. B. Because he knew little about the US.

C. Because he knew little about Italy. D. Because he didn’t travel much.
4. At last Mr. Scotti "
A. knew he did something wrong B. still thought he was in Italy

C. knew he was wrong D. knew he was home
5. How do you like Mr. Scotti?

A. I like him very much. B. I don’t like him at all.

C. He is very clever. D. He is very careless
Passage 7

Did you watch the magic shows played by Liu Qian from Taiwan in the 2009 CCTV Spring
Festival Gala (& T 4)? They attracted great attention and wide interests of the audience
(MAX). During the gala, Liu managed to drop a coin into a glass which was placed upside down
(f#]'&) and transferred a finger ring into an egg. The two magic shows were so successful that
everyone is now mad about him and all want to know how to play magic tricks. “I saw the surprise
on everyone’s face. It was cool.” Liu said.

However, you may not believe that Liu didn’t go to any magic school. He just learned by
himself. When Liu was seven, he saw a coin trick in a big store. At that moment Liu decided to
learn magic. He worked hard at it. He practiced hard to improve his skills. Then one day he was
able to put on a show for his class.

After years of hard work, now Liu is a great magician. But he isn’t satisfied with what he has
got and keeps on trying every day. He may spend three years working out a new show.

1. Liu Qian becomes famous 4
A. because he is from Taiwan B. for his magic shows
C. only in Taiwan D. when he was seven
2. According to the passage, we can use the following words to describe Liu Qian EXCEPT

A. creative B. hardworking  C. satisfied D. wise

3. What does the underlined word “transfer’” mean?
A. HIE B. #A C. A D. %%

--10 -
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Passage 8

New York Times interviewed Deborah Phelps. She is the head of a

middle school and the mother of Michael Phelps, who got the most medals in
the history of the Olympic Games. She remembered what her son’s teacher
once told her, “Your son will never be able to pay attention to anything.” His
teacher complained that he couldn’t sit quietly. When Michael was in the 5"
grade, his mother and family doctor discussed if Michael might have
A.DHD..
i T His parents introduced him and his sister to swimming at an early age.
He practlced hard By age 10, Michael was one of the best swimmers in the USA. Deborah Phelps
watched her son, who couldn’t sit quietly at school, wait patiently (fii}/L>Ht) for hours at a meet to
swim a five-minute race. At 11, Bob Bowman, his coach, told the family that Michael would make
the 2004 Olympics and break world records by the 2008 Games.

However, Michael made it to the 2000 Sydney Olympics at the age of 15. That was his first
taste of international competition, and he became the youngest US male Olympian swimmer since
1932 in the Olympics.

In 2001, Michael became the youngest swimmer to break a world record in winning the
200-meter butterfly (M3K) at the national championships. Phelps was named the 2001 USA
Swimmer of the Year.

Today, the Phelps’s name is an adjective. “Phelpsian” means “king in competition”.

1. What does the underline word “A.D.H.D” mean in Chinese?

A. iR B. TN C. Z3hhE D. HABAE
2. What might Bob Bowman think of Michael?
A. He was a little weak in swimming. B. He was a talented swimmer.
C. He was not a good swimmer. D. He couldn’t wait patiently for a race.
3. How old was Michael when he broke a world record in winning the 200-meter butterfly?
A. 10 B. 11 C. 15 D. 16

4. We can learn from this passage that
A. attention makes a student successful
B. it’s easy for children with problems to achieve their dreams
C. Children with problems can also succeed
D. Deborah Phelps didn’t love her son

Passage 9

Jackie Chan was born on April 7, 1954, in Hong Kong, China. His parents left mainland China
for Hong Kong a short time before he was born. His parents named him “Chang Kong sang”, which
means “born in Hong Kong”. They wanted to celebrate a safe trip to Hong Kong.

At first, Jackie’s family lived in the French Embassy (KA¥1H). His father was a cook, and his
mother a housekeeper. When Jackie was seven years old, his family moved to Australia. His father
got a job in the American Embassy. Later, back in Hong Kong Jackie’s father sent him to the China
Drama Academy. Jackie studied and worked 19 hours a day. The students practiced Kung Fu and
learned how to do many stunts (53 5) there.

-q] =«
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When Jackie was seventeen years old, he began to do dangerous stunts for films. In the early
1980s, Jackie went to Hollywood, but he wasn’t very successful. He went on to make films in Hong
Kong and had great success. Finally, in 1995, Jackie Chan has both Chinese and American fans, and
his films make millions of dollars.

1. What is Jackie Chan?

A. He is a cook B.Heisasinger C.Heisa filmstar D. He is a housekeeper
2. When did Jackie Chan’s parents move to Hong Kong?

A. They moved to Hong Kong a short time after Jackie Chan was born.

B. They moved to Hong Kong a short time before Jackie Chan was born.

C. They moved to Hong Kong after they came back from America.

D. They moved to Hong Kong after Jackie Chan studied in the China Drama Academy.
3. What did Jackie Chan learn in the China Drama Academy?

A. Singing B. Dancing C.Kong Fu and stunts =~ D. Dramas
4. Which is true according to the passage?

A. Jackie Chan is about forty years old.

B. He was born in America.

C. He wasn’t very successful when he first went to Hollywood.

D. He became famous at the age of 17.
5. From the passage we know that .

A. neither his American fans nor his Chinese fans like his films

B. only his Chinese fans like his films

C. everybody in the world likes his films very much

D. his films are popular not only in China but also in America

Passage 10

SONG Yinan, 16, used to hate drinking milk for breakfast. But the girl from Shanghai began
drinking it because her mom, as well as many others, said that milk was good for her growing body.
Besides, milk and bread made up a convenient diet that helped save her parents a lot of time after
Song entered junior high school and had to arrive at school early in the moming. From then on,
Mengniu (3¢*F) and Yili (f#]) became her favorite brands (f#F) of morning milk and yoghurt
after dinner.

However, she has to change her diet since the recent milk crisis (f&#l). Many best-selling
home milk brands such as Mengniu, Yili and Bright were discovered to contain melamine EEHR
J¢), which is usually used to make plastic.

“I start to eat rice porridge (3) now,” she said. “My mom has to get up at 5:50 a.m. to prepare
my breakfast and make sure that it cools down when I get up.”

Song has become addicted (L-#&H) to milk, so she doesn’t quite enjoy her morning meal
these days although she knows that it’s a tiring job for her working mom.

“I’ll turn back to Mengniu and Yili when they finally improve their products,” she said.

However, right now Song’s mom tries to adjust (i%#%) her eating habits by cooking different
foods. Besides rice porridge, noodles, egg drop soup and soybean milk are prepared to diversify (i
ZF£4L) her breakfast.
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