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PREFACE

A diary is a day-to-day history of individual.
The diarist puts down in the order in which they
occurred the events which he has witnessed or of
which he has been told by others. What he has
thought and done, what he has been impressed with
and commented upon, are often recorded in a diary.
The advantage of this practice is that it helps the
author not to forget.

Different sorts of diaries are kept with different
objects. For instance, a businessman will keep a
daily record of anything that may be useful to his
business. The men of public activities often keep
journals in order to collecting material for the writing
of their books or articles on the political events and
social changes that come about during their active
days. A scientist or an explorer will keep a diary in
which he notes down his experiments and discoveries.
The diaries of some thoughtful people are more the
records of their everyday reading and thinking, than
the mere jottings of their trivial round.

In the history of literature, cither Chinese or
Western, many dairies are interesting—some because
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they reveal a character, ‘others because they have
preserved, with a wealth of detail, the picture of a
section of society or of a period. One may have
read The Jornal on Trevelling Szechwan, written
by Lu Yeu, one of the greatest poets in the Southern
Sung Dynasty, which recorded his vojage on the
upper part of Yang-Tze River in everyday detail.
The magnificience of thev‘-{landsca, eg in South-west
China and those custom%ii maxé\&i ‘then px:evaiie'd
. g ———

over that area were depicteéd with vividness and
luci(m%fmf we happemead some pieces from
aie';grsonal records, namely Diary of Yet Wan Hall,
kept by Lee Chi Ming,” one of the most outstanding
essayists in later Chiﬁ Dynasty, we might find out
what a time it was like when the powerful Celestial
Empire was drawing near to its final collapse.

Fu\rtllegn_o\re, in Western literature we can find
much more diaries which were kept by well-known
writers, poets and scholars. Swift’s Journal to
Stella, the extraordinary journal of Amiel, the
journals of Pepys, Haydon, Mansfield, Gide,
Baudelaire, Tolstoy and among our contemporaries,
Somerset Maugham, are admirable examples. In them
the reader can trace the development of a consciong'f‘" <‘L‘9£
ness and can find moral reflections and judgements
on persons whom the aiarist has known.
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It is very interesting, and sometimes fascinating,
to read those materials of diaristic literature. And
through such reading, we may rapidly improve the
writing of our own, in addition to the understanding
towards the diarists’ personalities. Besides this, if
we can keep a diary for ourselves, there will be
oboious advantages. We cannot remember accurately
after many years the events of our lives, the impression
which things have made upon our mind, the people
we have known, the books we have read; and it is
useful and interesting to reflesh our memory of the
past by looking up the notes we have kept in our
journal. Keeping a diary, too, keeps us to know
ourselves, for by means of it we can compare our
feelings and thoughts with those of former years,
and ncte mental and moral development. Moreover,
this is one of the shortest ways in which we can
brush up our writing ability.

With a view to help the school 'boys and the
general readers to develop a good habit oI keeping
their own diaries, we have prepared and produced
this pamphlét in which lots of example %ave been
shown and through which the readers may find that
to keep a diary is really very easy.

Most materials of this pamphlet weye tentatively
written by the present writer, but some of them
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were partly and occasionally adapted from those
newspapers, magazines axs(; . ooks, to whose authors
the present writer is @)ted very much. While
grateful acknowledgement should have been extended
to them, the responsibility of errors and negliég}@és,
if any, lies at nobody’s door but the present writer’s
own.
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1. Walking Amidst The Flowers

Sat. May 17. Cloudy

I have long been waiting for this day since
I received the letter from my old friend, Lee Yung-
Shin, in which he asked me to call upon him in his
suburban house on this afternoon. I was very glad
-at this short trip.

After lunch, two of my classmates, Peng Tse-
Hwa anp Ma Shou-Ping had come and we went on
our way altogether.

Lee Yung Shin’s house is situated half way up
a little hill. There are some steps leading into the
hillside between the highway and+the house. Under
the hill, there is a stretch of paddy-field and in the
distance, we can see green hills on the horizon. At
the back of Lee’s house there’s a little garden, in
which they grow lots of flowers and fruit-trees:
roses, tulips, oranges and so on.

Lee Yung-Shin had been waiting us for a long
time before we actually arrived. We were very glad
to see each other. After resting a little while, we
set out to take a walk in his garden.(There were so
many flowers iu_ ‘ull blossom that we could scarcely
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believe our own eyes. The fragrance of those flowers
was sent to us by the Ereeze from time to time.
This makes us forget all our cares and worries in
our life, and we talked and sang merrily.

In the midst of our rejoycing, I came upon a
famous poem written by Yang Chu-Yuan, one of the
most important boets in the Tang Dynasty, and I
recited it aloud before my friends:

The landscape which the poet loves
is that of early May,
When budding greenness half concealed
enwraps each willow spray,
That beautiful emlroidery
the days of summer yield,
Appeals to every bumpkin
who may take his walks afield.

We took our supper in Lee’s house and came
back to town after sunset.



—. HE B P

HEA+ER ES B

HAERWE T 2NAEEFHNE, WRESKTFFE
AR R S, BRRACPEEEEE T, SR
E—EE AR, BRTAEREN,

FR B, $TERBFTMAABRT, REHM
H—FIHE,

S B AIEE AR L I E, #EA B i
2, HETA& BIEIUE, WTFAE—A/EE, 5
RIFTLE R KSR, EROYERE—ENN
RuFEE, MPIFEEEE TS RMAEE, BRAE.
BLE, BTHREE

ERFRBIATZN, EZ8HUEETHERE, &
MEMRTHE, #HESR, KBB—MZ%E RFARER
M EEE RS S, HEEATLWER, EHERH, &
BRMS TG E TR, HRIEERAEE TR
iZBsk, ERMERSHEEDOEEERKIREH, &
BB, frBE,

RS, RAKBIERRFEASERN
— B4R, RERERIENAFRTEL e

BRERESE, BWhEEXY,
EHEhEmS, WHARREEA.
BRMEERA T 0w, £0%EyERHRE,



2. Visiting A Friend

Fri. July 18. Cloudy
(It still rained this morning and the sky was
overcast with thick clouds. But it has cleared up
since about noon and a beautiful rainbow appeared
in the sky.

During the afternoon, it had turned cloudy and
the weather became rather cool. This made my visit
to Wu Shiu-Tin quite a pleasant one.

As this was the first time I visited his new
home, Wu looked very glad and greeted me at his door,
when he led me into the drawing-room. I notice a
piano, with a low music-stool in front of it. Next
to the piano is a cupboard standing against the wall.
On the left is a large window. Under the window
there is a radio-set which is aligned with a settee.
On the settee there are some cushions that are
embroidered with pretty designs.

The fireplace is at the other end of the room.
On each side of the fireplace there is an armchair.
Above the fireplace there hangs an electric clock, and
an electric light is hanging from the middle of .the
ceiling. Under the light there is a small table
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