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Preface

Shanghai is the cradle of contemporary publishing industry in China.
Since the founding of New China 50 years ago,the publishing industry of
Shanghai has made great strides and the city with its state—of—the—art
technology has become an important base for the tradepublishing diversified
books of all kinds geared toward readers both at home and abroad.
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Ever since the convening of the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China,the number of publishing
houses in Shanghai has grown from 10 to 40.In the early 1980s,in line with
the strategic thinking of “quality and feature first” priority was placed on
books with new ideas,substance and languages while in the 1990s strategic
stress was further placed on publishing books of top quality and major ‘
categories. The Shanghai publishing industry has worked out and successfully
implemented the Key Book Publishing Plan during the 7th,8th and 9th
“Five—year Plan”periods.A large number of major projects with high quality
and far—reaching influence which can be rated the first in China have been
completed.

Under the market economy,in order to implement the “fine works”
strategy,it is necessary to straighten out the relationship between social
benefit and financial benefit. The “Book Quality Appraisal System” and the
“Social & Financial Bencfit Appraisal System”,initiated in 1992 by the
Shanghai publishing houses have ensured the successful implementation of the

“fine works” strategy,thus further giving an impetus to the city's publishing
industry Consequently,high quality works of various kinds catering to readers
of different levels have been published from time to time And a number of
high—grade large and multi—volume books have also been published. The book
market is flourishing as never before.

From 1981 to 1999,10 books published in Shanghai have won the best
book awards for the “Five One Project” In the four National Book Award
Appraisals sponsored by the Press and Publications Administration,47 books
in total from Shanghai have won the awards,ranking the top nation—wide,

The publishing houses in Shanghai bave been invariably opposed to
publishing Iow|evel_br._dup|icate titles And ever since 1994,it has been
reiterated that efforts sfﬁuld be concentrated on pubhshlng creative works on
Inerature ans,scmnce and cul;ure; mstead of_pursumg polmi:aﬁy sensmve 3
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issues or publishing books of vulgar tastes.In 1996,8 guiding principles were
put forward for the publication during the rurn of the century For example,to
publish landmark books and major theoretical works that can refiect the high
level of Shanghai's culture and publication,to publish works of original
creation,in the field of scientific and technological books,to lay stress on
books of computer science,bioscience and advanced popular science;to strive
to publish major stirring and heartening literary works,etc., The “9th Five—
year” Key Books Publishing Plan of Shanghai,worked out in line with the
above principles,has been included in Shanghai's spiritual civillzation con—
struction as a major project.Currently, 7094 of this plan has alreadybeen
fufilled and a great number of major publications have been put into the
market.

Looking back on the achievements the Shanghai publishing industry has
made in the past 50 years,we can see that it is just because we have
attached great importance to the society's needs in book publishing of our
times,we have consequently optimised the structure of our publications.This
book collects 500 fine works which to some extent can give you a
systematic and complete picture of Shanghai's fine book publishing project.
It is an embodiment of the efforts and wisdom of Shanghai's publishing
workers and reflects the great achievements the city's publishing industry has
made. This is a summary of our achievements at the end of this century,also
the last step toward the new century.

May the publishing of this book impel the broad masses of people
working in publishing to produce more fine books in the new century.
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