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Theatrical and Literary Tales

Coming into existence in the reigns of Qian Long (1736-1795),
Spring Festival pictures are primarily based on tales from mythology,
short stories of the Tang and Song Dynasities (618-1279), fictions and
theatrical pieces, such as The Tale of White Snake, the Western Chamber,
the Romances of Three Kingdoms, Journey to the West and The Cow-
herd and the Weaving Girl at the Heavenly River.Having intricate plots,
these tales are highly amusing and are sometimes printed in picture-
book form. Easy to read and easy to recount, these tales enjoy great
popularity among the common people. New Year pictures related to the-
atrical and literary tales are produced in the form of strip scrolls mostly,
and are wood block process printed, semi-printed and semi-drawn mostly.
Human figures and lines forming clothes resemble the style by profes-
sional painters, and they are mixedly colored by brush-shading method,
instead of single color applied evenly, and in some cases water and ink

are the chief hues.







