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Preface

Following the publication of {Shandong rarestones),Shandong Gem Association has com-
piled and published another book entitled {rare stone-culture of Shandong)}whic-h is a great
event for the stone appreciationg sector and a fresh flower in full bloom in the humdred flowergarden
of the rare tone-culture of the country.

The two books,namely {Shandong rare stones)) and {therare stone-culture of Shandong)
are companion volumes shining each other,the former focusing the introduction of the varieties,
sources,shapes and fcatures of geology as well as pertology of the rare stones produced in
Shandong,accessing the readers to a comprehensive understanding of them,while the latter mainly
describing the history and current situation of rare stone-culture of Shandong,both of which are
complementary.With the two books in hand,one can get a clear picture of what the rare stones
and their culture are.

Rare stone-culture is a component prat of Chinese culture and rare stone-culture of Shandong
occupies an important position in that of the whole country.According to the historic records,
Shandong is the earliest province in China to appreciate and collect rare stones.As early as 4000
years before in the Xia dynasty,rare stones from MT Tai were presented as valuable gifts to the
royal families,thus,it is believed that the rare stone-culture in Shandong is an importatn source for
the Chinese rare stone-culture. Though it experienced rises and falls the after,as a kind of culture,
Shandong culture of rare stones is growing rich in content and developing with momentum.

At the present flourishing age,all industries are developing vigorously and varies cultural causes
are in the ascendant.Hence,a comprehensive and histoorical summary of Shandong culture of
rare stones is,without any doubt,of great benefit to the promotion of excellent Chinese culture
including rare stone cultures.

The book,{Shandong culture of rare stones)) is based on Shandong,but with new creations,a
collective product of many talented authors with a wide scope of knowledge,enjoying distinguish-
ing features of reality,abundance,flexiability and extensiveness.

Reality indicates that the book is compiled by the noted people in rare stone appreciating
sector from county as well as prefecture-levels,organized by the special rare stone development
commission of Shandong provincial gem-stone association.

The content of the book is the first-hand material from the grass-levels,most of which is the
experiences,witnesses,researches,observations and collections of the authors themselves,making
the book accurate,reliable and authoritative.

Abundance indicates that all the authors of the book are rare stone appreciating experts with
differen specialties,thus,shedding a multiple perspectives on the book,which is turned into a com-
bination of history,literature,philosophy,aesthetics,archaeology and geology with ancient books,



monographes,data and on-the-spot material on rare stones,being well-documented,evidence-
reliable,academic,informative and science-popular.

Flexibility means that the book contains different styles of writings,not confined to one form,
enjoying a freedom of opinions and allowing different schools of thoughts contending each other.
With excellent pictures and texts,suiting both refined and popular tastes,the book in quie worth of
appreciation and readable.

Extensiveness indicates that following the cultural concept that the more national the culture is,
the more the world appreciates,the more regional the culture is,the more the nation is interested in.
The book although makes a study mainly on Shandong culture of rare stones, it never limits itself
to the material and information on rare stones within the province,rather it provides the readers
with an opportunity to know clearly the position the Shandongcuture of rare stones occupies in the
chains of Chinese as well as the world culture of rare stones and to let the readers become enlight-
ened and enjoy the externsiveness of rare stones.

Having systematically elaborated the resources and culture of Shandong rare stones,the book,
at the same time,incorporates the classifications,evaluations,artificializations,ancient appraisals,
the best collections of different dynasties,types,statistics and distribution of rare stones in various
parts of Shandong,functioning as an practical reference book on the resources and culture of
Shandong rare stones.

The book of Shandong rare stone-culture,is a practical product of rare stone-loving people
who dedicate themselves to the development of rare stone-culture and a fruit of all involved and
collective wisdom.The publication of the book has not only provided the readers with a good
nourishment for the mind,but also supplied a reference for the rare stone-loving people within
Shandong as well as in China and the whole World.Meanwhile.the book has added a very read-
able teaching text book for rare stone-related specialties in colleges and universities throughout
the country.

It is my sincere hope that the publication of this book can serve as some kind of promotion to
the development of Shandong culture of rare stones,the flouishment of rare stone culture. the con-
struction of spiritual civilization and buildingup of ethical spirit in the whole coutry.

May I wish the hundred flower-garden of the rare stone-culture in full bloom and shining
through the world.

ZongguiHe
New year 2007
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