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Preface 1

Preface 1

Hebei District which is located on the north of the Haihe River and close to
the junction of three rivers was the origin of Tianjin (Tientsin) city and one of
the old urban districts that were developed and constructed earlier in the city.
Hebei District was once the political, economic and cultural center of Tianjin and
its competition in construction with the "foreign concessions” once won wide ap-
proval and admiration. In the recent scores of years, especially since the opening
to the outside world and reform, there have been great changes in urban con-
struction, production growth and improvement of the people’s'living as well as
social stability and other fields. The pity was that there was no chorography to
record the highlights. In May 1994, the compilation of ”Hebei District Chorog-
raphy” started, seven years passed and a book with a wordage of over 1,800,000
Chinese characters finished, thus another giant works came into being in urban
district chorographies.

#Hebei District Chorography” belongs to one sort of urban district chorogra-
phies. Urban district chorography, through the ages, failed to win the adequate
attention, which I think it is really unfair and therefore attention is called to it;
and further argued in writing that ”judging from the viewpoints of the basic at-
tribute of the chorography, the two realities to face (one reality: the establish-
ment of urban districts as an official level of administration; the other reality:
there are a large number of quantitative and qualified fruitful achievements in ur-
ban district chorography) and the comparative study of the kinds of chorography
close or similar to it, the urban district chorography is entitled to have its
place”. The birth of ”Hebei District Chorography” serves as énother proof for
the urban district chorography to have its due position. ,

"Hebei District Chorography” is composed of 26 parts and 129 chapters, all
in the writing style of Chinese chorography. In the beginning, the book has its ”
- Survey” and the "Highlights”. The " Survey” is already an usual practice in the
newly compiled Chinese chorography works and the ”Highlights” is to show the



