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Brief Introduction

This book is a chronolegical history of the National Library of China and breaks down into twelve
periods, each period being described in one chapter. Chapter 1 covers the period from September
1909 to August 1912. This chapter gives an accouni of the foundation of the Metropolitan Library —
predecessor of the National Library of China — under the background of the eastward permeation of
Western Learning in late Qing Dynasty. Chapter 2 describes the hardships the Metropolitan Library
saw between August 1912 and June 1931, during which the library underwent two renaming and three
moving events. Chapter 3 reporis the overall developrﬁent of the National Library of Peiping from June
1931 to June 1937 afier its new site on Wenjin Street was constructed. The fourth chapter covers the
period from July 1937 to August 1945 and chronicles the operation and services of National Library of
Peiping during the Anti-Japanese War. Chapter 5 reporis the operation of the National Library of
Peiping from Aﬁgust 1945 to January 1949 after it returned to Peiping.' Chapter 6 covers the period
from January 1949 to July 1958 and describes the new birth of Peking Library after the takeover of
Peiping National Library by the people’s government. Chapter 7 begins in July 1958 and ends in
November 1959 and describes the Library’s operation under the jurisdiction of Peking Municipal
Authority. Chapter 8 introduces the overall development of Peking Library from December 1960 to
May 1966 afier it returned to the Ministry of Culture. Chapter 9 covers the period from May 1966 to
October 1976, the period of the “ Cultural Revolution”. This chapter describes the operation of
Peking Library under the severe interference of the public movement, and how it overcame the
obstacles and managed to keep running at a basic level. Chapter 10 covers the period from October
1976 to October 1987. After the “Cultural Revolution” , orders were recovered out of the chaos, and
Peking Library submitted a report to the Secretariat of the Central Committee, and resumed the normal
development. Chapter 11 covers the period from October 1987 to December 2003, during which
Peking Library was moved to the new premises at Baishiqiao and renamed as the National Library of
China. Through reforms in the managerial mechanism, the Library develops quickly. Chapter 12
covers the period from January 2004 to February 2009, when the new century brings to the National
Library of China a new site as the Phase II program and the National Digital Library; by this moment,
the Library becomes one of the most advanced libraries in the world. The final chapter is a conclusion
of the past hundred years for the National Library of China. The book not only records the experiences
of the Library during the past 100 years, but also reflects the journey of cliltural undertakings in
China.
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