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Preface

By Liu Zili
Director of Tianjin Municipal Bureau of Land Resources and Housing Administration

Buildings are a city’ s historical memory and cultural deposit and more a significant symbol of a
city's image. Historic and stylistic buildings are rare and precious cultural heritages of Tianjin.

In the century-long modern times, Tianjin saw the blending of Northern and Southern cultures
and collision of Chinese and Western civilizations, which wrote an epic history of city development.
The ups and downs have been left behind in the history, but left a number of elegant historic and
stylistic buildings for us, each of which carries with it the growth rings and development track of this
city and displays its historical flavor and great charms.

The millennium-old Dule Temple brings people blessing expectations; Yuhuang Pavilion and The
Queen of Heaven Palace were sacred places for past people to pray for sound weather and big harvests;
Family Shi Courtyard and Family An Courtyard record the hardships and honors with which common
people of Tianjin city experimented with modern business; the Fifth Avenue, Italian Stylistic Street and
North Jiefang Road are well lined with Western style buildings engraved with colorful exotic flavors.
These precious architectural cultural heritages, like clear growth rings, record the growth diary for our
young city, and become the best evidence for the blending, collision and joint development of multiple
cultures in this city.

Past and present Municipal Party Committees and Municipal People’ s Governments have
attached great importance to the conservation of historic and stylistic buildings. In 2005 the Protective
Regulations on the Tianjin City Historic and Stylistic Architecture was promulgated to make the
city’ s protection endeavor embark on path of legalization, and 877 historic and stylistic buildings
have been successively identified by law. In recent years, according to the protection planning, forces
from various sides have been organized and mobilized to progressively carry out protection work
for the Fifth Avenue, North Jiefang Road, One Palace Garden, Tai’ an Avenue and other historic and
stylistic conservation areas, restoring and upgrading their overall environment. Efforts have been
made to renovate Confucian Temple, Jingyuan Garden, Palace of Prince Qing, Former Post Office
of Qing Dynasty, Yinbing Studio, Former Residence of Cao Yu, Xiannong Courtyard and a number
of other famous historic and stylistic buildings, and form patriotism education bases and tourism

scenic areas, making domestic and foreign tourists share our city’ s fruits in protecting historic and



stylistic buildings, more and more exhibiting the value of the core tourism brand “Explore Tianjin to
Find Modern China™. As the protection work advances, the protection concept of “first protection,
reasonable utilization, restoration to the original, safety and application™ is becoming a consensus of
people from all walks of life in Tianjin.

Historic and stylistic buildings have become an important name card for displaying Tianjin’ s
image and city culture and attracted intense attention of people from different circles at home and
abroad. Atlas of Historic and Stylistic Architecture in Tianjin, compiled for publication this time, is
expected to help friends from different circles to have a good understanding of Tianjin’ s historic and
stylistic buildings and pay more attention to and increase participation in our protection work. Though
some achievement has been realized, Tianjin’ s protection and utilization of historic and stylistic
buildings still have many hard nuts to crack. We will draw upon advanced protection concepts and
technologies of domestic and foreign cities to constantly add new energy to our protection work. This
book collects all the historic and stylistic buildings which have been identified in the administrative
area of Tianjin, and in a chronological order of formation, introduces basic information of each historic
and stylistic building in words and pictures, making readers deeply feel shifts between time and space
brought by these architectural cultural heritages. This book is an important path to enhance public
protection awareness, popularize architectural culture and history, upgrade the city’ s overall cultural
taste, and also a pocket bible for tourists to visit Tianjin's historic and cultural streets and feel unique
charms of architectural cultural heritages.

On this occasion, we hope to make friends through presentation of this book. We welcome
domestic and foreign friends to understand Tianjin, like Tianjin, provide precious comments and
advice on the city’ s protection work of historic and stylistic buildings, and join hands with us to
promote the protection cause.

We have confidence in protecting historic and stylistic buildings and passing forward the
city’ s historical culture, and contributing our efforts to build a beautiful Tianjin characterized by
“magnificence and fashion, freshness and elegance, blend of past and present flavors, and mix of

Chinese and Western styles™!
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By Lu Hong

1. General Description

According to the Protective Regulations on the
Tianjin City Historic and Stylistic Architecture
(Protective Regulations) , historic and stylistic
architecture is a terminology referring to any
constructions and buildings that have been built
for more than 50 years, bearing some architectural
features or scientific values in terms of their
styles, structures, technical skills, or engineering
technologies; or any historic constructions that
can reflect the city’s historical and cultural or
traditional folkway and customs, or present the
time’s or local characteristics, or distinguished
architectural styles of foreign countries. It also
refers to the representative constructions product of
any well-known architects, or such constructions as
of having special significance in the revolutionary
history, or those representative workshops, business
shops, factories and warehouses in the development
of the industries: or the residences of celebrities
as well as other constructions of special historical
significance. Those streets or districts where such
historic constructions are densely built are called
historic and stylistic constructions communities or

quarters.

A SUMMARY OF THE HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE IN TIANJIN

Deputy Director of Tianjin Municipal Bureau of Land Resources and Housing Administration
Director of the Specialist Consultative Committee of Tianjin City
Historic and Stylistic Architecture Protective Committee

The Protective Regulations came into force
on the first of September 2005. According to
it, and after the authentication of the Specialist
Consultative Committee of the Tianjin City
Historic and Stylistic Architecture Protective
Committee, the city government confirmed 877
historic constructions in 6 groups, totaling an area
of 1,260,000 sq. m. during the period from 2005
to 2013. Of them, 69 buildings are classified as
special important ones to be protected, 205 as key
ones and 603 as general ones, all distributed across
the 15 districts and counties of the city. Of the 877
buildings, 22 have been designated as the national
key units to be protected (82 buildings), and 142 as
the city’s relic units to be protected (162 buildings)
and 31 as the relic units protected by the districts
or counties (32 buildings) and 348 as the relic units
that can’t be moved (413 buildings).

In March 2006, the State Council approved the
city’s overall program including the famous historic
and cultural city program, wherein 14 Protective
Areas of Historical and Cultural Heritage were
confirmed (Fig. 1), of which 6 areas are confirmed
as historic and stylistic construction quarters.

The existing historic constructions include

either those quadrangle compounds, guildhalls



and temples, all of traditional Chinese styles, or
Western-style classic and modern architecture.
Together with those protective arcas of historical
and cultural heritage, they have formed a unique
architectural culture and city spectacle, thus
making up the important part of Tianjin City, a

national famous historic and cultural city in China.

2. Historical Background

The historic and stylistic constructions and
such quarters witnessed the development of the
city itself and the society. The earliest relics of
human existence left over by our forefathers in
the Tianjin area date back to 10,000 years ago
during the Old Stone Age . During the Sui and
Tang. or Song and Liao dynasties, larger groups
of constructions appeared in this area. So far, the
carliest construction in ancient times we found is
the Dule Temple, which was reconstructed in the
second year of the Tonghe period of the regime of
Emperor Shengzong of Liao Dynasty in 984. In the
second year of the Yongle period of the regime of
the Ming Emperor Chengzu (December 23, 1404),
a garrison was established, called “Tianjin”, a name
given by Emperor Chengzu (Zhu Di) himself to
mark his expedition to the south to seize the state
power. Tianjin means the ferry, specially for the
emperor. Since then, the history of the city has
begun.

Through the Ming and Qing dynasties, Tianjin
took the Seat of the Old Town as its base for
constructions. Depending on the Canal Culture,
the town developed itself from a garrison to a sub-

prefecture, and then prefecture, and from a simple

military base to an important township of business
and culture in the north China, with businessmen
bustling about at the time. The old town was a
rectangle in shape, covering an area of about 1.76
sq. km, (Fig. 2), similar to the old towns in ancient
China. Centered on the Drum-Tower (Fig. 3), streets
were laid out in the shape of a cross, along each of
the four streets, small lanes or alleys were formed.
Except a few constructions of governmental offices
or temples of Confucius, which were usually of
traditional grandeur structure, the residences of
common people were mostly small houses, mixed
up partly with the southern-style dwelling houses,
presenting a combined style of the traditional
houses in the south and north (Fig. 4).

After the Second Opium War in 1860, Tianjin
was forced to lend its port to foreign powers. In
1900, the Eight-Power Allied Forces encroached on

Tianjin. The old city was destroyed by the forces

‘on November 26 of the same year. Four sections

of the city walls were demolished and turned
to be four avenues. Since 1860, nine imperialist
countries including Britain, France, the United
States, Germany, Japan, Russia, Italy, Belgium, and
Austria-Hungary acquired the right to supposedly
lease a tract of land as concessions in the city one
after another (Fig. 5). The concessions were formed
through three stages.

First stage: The city ceded tracts of land for
concessions to Britain, France and the United
States. In 1860, the British-French Allied Forces
waged the Second Opium War and forced the Qing
Government to sign the Sino-British Treaty and

the Sino-French Treaty (Convel:tion of Beijing)



