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A Brief Account of Daishan County

Daishan County lies in the middle of Zhoushan archipelago on the East
China Sea, close to the Changjiang River Delta area. With vast sea area , it
enjoys an advantageous location, linked to the sea and the river. It is one of
the twelve island counties in China. It is made up of 404 islands, covering an
area of 5,242 square kilometers, of which the land area amounts to 326.5 square
kilometers. In terms of the land area, it is a small county, but in terms of the
sea area, it is large. By the end of 2000,it had a total population of 210,988. As
early as 2,200 years ago, when the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty sent the
alchemist named Xu Fu with thousands of virgin boys and girls to the East
China Sea for the elixir of life, Daishan was visited. Lying on the southern edge
of the north subtropical zone of monsoon maritime climate, it has pleasant
weather. The scenic splendours and the lifestyles of fishermen earn it the
reputation of “a fairyland”, and make it become a provincial landscape as well
as a holiday resort.

With a-thousand-year long history of producing salt, Daishan is one of the
ten national fishery counties and the biggest provincial salt-producing county.
Daishan has the richest wind and tidal resources in East China. With a long
coastline, Daishan boasts several fine deepwater ports. Daishan is famous for
its marine culture and fishermen’s painting, and it is named by the Ministry of
Culture to be “the home of modern Chinese folk paintings”. Several marine
museums have their own different styles, with exhibitions on typhoon, fishery,
lighthouse and reef etc. Daishan is abundant in marine living things, reputed
as “a fish base of the East China Sea”, as well as “the native haunt of the big
gold bar”. The yield of the gold-headed centipede is the most in the country
and the quantity of the Chinese water deer——the second class state-protected
animal, accounts for a third of that of the whole nation. Daishan is now

developing to be a modern port and holiday resort, which is suitable for
residence.
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