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Zhangye lies in the middle section of the Hexi Corridor, adjacent south to the Qilian
Mountains which are situated in the north of the Qinghai — Tibet Plateau, and bordering
north along the Badanijilin Desert of the Inner — Mongolian Plateau. Formally set as
a prefecture in administration in the West Han Dynasty, Zhangye got its name from
the meaning of extending the influence of the Han Dynasty to the Western Regions
(areas west of Yumenguan). Also named Ganzhou in the history, Zhangye was an
important garrison on the ancient Silk Road and a crossroad for Oriental and occidental
culture communication where ethnic groups from the north and south interacted and
mingled with each other. Today’ s Zhanye covers an area of 42,000 square kilometers,
governing 1 district and 6 counties, i.e. Ganzhou District, Linze, Gaotai, Shandan, Minle
and Sunan Yugur Autonomous County, whose total population exceeds one million
consisting of 38 nationalities, among whom Yugur nationality inhabiting at the north foot
of the Qilian Mountains are a unique ethnic group in China.

Zhangye lies on the alluvial fan of the middle reach of the Heihe River —— the
second longest continental river in China. With a flat terrain and fertile land, nourished
by the Heihe River, this oasis amid the desert has long presented a splendid sight,
being a beautiful and wealthy land. The towering and precipitous Qilian Mountains are
snow — capped throughout the year, with abundant water and lush pastures at the
foot. The Qilian Qiyi Glacier is a famous cirque valley glacier which is closest to the
city among glaciers for sightseeing in the world. The Sunan Prairie is one of the six
greatest high mountain prairies in China. The Shandan Royal Horse Ranch has long
enjoyed a fame since its opening in Wudi Period of the Han Dynasty. The spectacles
of Danxia geomorphology —— window — lattice shaped colorful hills in Linze and Sunan
County, hold a superb position in China. As a city on the wetland, with a fame for “lush
scenery found beyond the Great Wall” and “Golden Zhangye” , Zhangye has an area
of wetland for 210,000 hectares, of which 30,000 mu (2,000 hectares) of wetland in
the northern suburb exists along the city with gentle ripples and waving reeds, forming
a special spectacle of water scenery in Gobi areas. The poet Luo Jialun, after visiting
Zhangye, praised the beauty of this city in his poem: with green grass and ponds, it is
very likely to mistake Zhangye for a city in south China without looking at the snow —

capped Qilian Mountains.”



Featured by abundant reeds and towers, profound in cultural deposit and rich in humanity
spectacles, Zhangye is listed among famous national historic and cultural cities as well as China's
excellent tourism cities promulgated by the State Council. The Great Buddha Temple was initially
built in the West Xia Dynasty of Dangxiang nationality, and the sleeping Buddha in this temple is the
biggest indoors clay sleeping Buddha statue with wooden roughcast in China, with a history of 900
years. Initially chiseled in the East Jin Dynasty, the grottoes of the Mati Temple and Jinta Temple in
Sunan Yugur Autonomous County are treasures of the grotto art. The remains of the capital of Beiliang
State, lying 20 km southwest to the town of today’ s Gaotai County, has the largest scale and is best
reserved among remains of cities in the Han and Tang Dynasty. The remains of Heishui State of the
Tang Dynasty, the Wooden Tower in the Sui Dynasty, the Bell and Drum Tower of the Ming Dynasty
are all rare treasures of cultural and historical heritage. The historical events, including Zhang Qian’ s
diplomatic voyage to the Western Regions, Emperor Yang Di of the Sui Dynasty holding international
exposition in Yanzhi Mountain, Marco Polo residing in Ganzhou, and the Red Army fighting bravely in

Gaotai, have exerted strong influence in the history of Zhangye.

Zhangye has a solid foundation in agriculture, favorable conditions for farming, and perfect
system of irrigation for woods. It is a typical agricultural area of the oasis irrigation type, as well as
an important national production base for grain, vegetables and fruits. Zhangye is rich in mineral
resources; among the 30 verified minerals, the perspective deposit of the rare and strategic minerals
—— tungsten and molybdenum —- takes the third position in China. Hydro—energy, wind power and

solar energy have an immense potential for utilization.

Lying in the middle and accessible to all directions, Zhangye takes a unique geographical location.
It is one of the key traffic points in northwest China. Highways, railways and air traffic here have
developed fast. The east — west artery, north—south artery and air artery have formed a multilevel
traffic system, ensuring the regional feature of a “protective screen, multi — level traffic hub, and
corridor economy” . The regional advantages of Zhangye in residence, tourism and trading have

become more eminent.

Golden Zhangye is blessed with a favorable climate, fertile land, rich resources, outstanding
talents and favorable ecological environment. The hospitable local inhabitants welcome friends from
all places to come here for traveling, making investment, starting businesses and jointly building a

more glorious Zhangye in the future!
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Ching . ed Shandan Army

orse Ranch — the large: ch in the world, is like
a big jade set on this prairie.

The Qilian Prairie is charming and attractive.. The

snow caps are against the moon and clear streams flow
down the mountains. Multitudes of sheep and oxen are like
pearls scattering on the green carpet of 1,000 li long; the
startled pheasants fly out of pine woods; horses gallop,
and the land is covered with rapes. The blue sky, white
cloud, green grass, yellow flowers and clear ponds present
a magnificent scroll before our eyes.
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At the foot of the Qilian Mountains
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