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Preface
Zhang Changsen

The collection and study of folk art plays an important part in cultural construction. Folk
art, the harbinger of national culture and a vivid form of beauty, reflects the spirit of a nation,
the wisdom of the people, and mankind’s persistent pursuit and creation of civilization. It is
also the fertile soil for the development of culture. The collection, study, exploration and use
of folk art will help to carry forward the excellent national culture, to promote cultural con-
struction and socialist spiritual civilization, and also to promote the renewal and prosperity of
folk art itself. For these reasons, I think the publication of this book is of great value and I'd
like to write something for it.

Shandong is one of the important birthplaces of Chinese civilization. The Beixin Culture,
the Dawenkou Culture and the Longshan Culture, all these splendid cultures emerged in
Shandong. After the Spring and Autumn Period, Shandong culture got prosperous and it be-
came the core of traditional Chinese culture of that time for its comprehensivenesss and pro-
foundness and its unique characters. In the past thousands of years, the people in Shandong
created splendid material culture and books. These culture and books are the pride of Chinese
civilization. All these, with few exceptions, originated from the civilization on the pottery in
remote antiquity. [t was folk art that initiated Shandong culture. Shandong folk art developed
into a school of its own in Shandong culture, owing to its unique creativity, simple manefesta-
tion, fresh styles and out-standing achievements. The black pottery unearthed in Longshan is
as black as pitch, as shiny as mirrors, as thin as paper, and as hard as shells. The black pot-
tery, as well as the color stonewares and pottery, is acclaimed the acme of perfection. The fe-
rocious bronze Taotie, the symmetric gardens and buildings, the vivid stone reliefs, and the
beautiful muisc intruments, all these reflected the people’s intelligence. Shandong folks art re-
flects the development of history and culture in Shandong, shows the broadness and pro-
foundness of national culture, and lays a solid social foundation for the development of Shan-
dong culture. It is a valuable treasure in the Chinese treasure-house. It is necessary for cultural
construction in new times and a job for cultural workers in Shandong to explore, assimilate
and carry forward this treasure.

This book is compiled just for the above-stated purpose. Recently under the leadership,
support and care of the Party and the Government, the collection and study of Shandong folk
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art made considerable headway. Many comrades have collected a large quantity of materials
and gained a lot of experience in collecting and studying folk art. Therefore, the structure and
the basic contents of this book came into being. This book has three distinguishing features.
First, it concentrates on the survey of materials, and at the same time takes account of theo-
retical study, and the experience of creation and collection. It tries to give a complete picture
of Shandong folk art. Second, it blends the past and the present. It decribes the whole dev-
elopment of Shandong folk art by introducing it in detail. Third, it takes in new achievements
of Shandong folk art and reflects the new features, changes and problems of Shandong folk
art in cultural construction today. Certainly, this book takes introduction and review, but not
theoretical study as its aims. Many writers of this book are from cultural departments, but not
professional researchers of folk art. Therefore, there is moré experience than analysis, more
definition than careful textual criticism, and it is hard to avoid mistakes. It should be encour-
aged all the same because it provides a form for future study and it is of some help to the col-
lection and study of Shandong folk art and to cultural construction.

Culture is the boat for national progress. Socialist cultural construction assumes unre-
placeable historic responsibility in the great course of national vitalization. The collection and
study of folk art should contribute to social development, especially, to contribute to the adap-
tion of folk art to the new situation of socialist marketing economy, to the new changes of the
people’s spiritual life and the demand of the constructions of the two civilizations. It should
benifit the present and the future. This is a delicate job of great importance. We will create
new folk art full of vividness and rich flavor of the time. Workers of folk art will be more ma-

ture and socialist cultural establishments will be more prosperous.

July, 1997
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