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Preface

One of the most important missions for universities is to inherit,
spread, integrate, create and lead cultures. Profound and unique
historical and cultural accumulation is the soul and cornerstone of
universities in nurturing competent individuals.

Founded in 1909, Henan Polytechnic University (HPU) was the
first higher institution in Henan province and also the first college
on coal mining in China. For almost a century, the university has
consistently served the state and nation, developing together with the
coal industry and the economy of Henan province. In spite of its inferior
location and orientation, the university has always been determined
and persistent in pursuit and has finally formed its unique ideas and
characteristics taking the Socialist Core Value System as its basis,
the Socialist Universal Love Spirit as the guide, Improving Morality
and Shouldering Heavy Responsibility as the motto, Eager Learning
and Diligent Work as the university ethos, and Striving Continuously
Upward as the inspiring spirit, all of which have become the driving
force for the higher education in modern China and Henan province.

This book contains five chapters. The first chapter—Centennial
Evolution generally reviews HPU’s exploration, struggle and
development over nearly a century. The second chapter—Achievements
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made on Spiritual Culture explains explicitly the important
achievements made on spiritual culture such as its core value ideas,
the university’s song and emblem. The third chapter—Major Events
records the major events in the development course of HPU. The fourth
chapter—Chronological Table of the Leaders at Each Stage introduces
the names, titles and terms of service of all the former and current
leaders. The fifth chapter—Distinctive Constructions provides a vivid
description of the main buildings and views at the university. The book
has systematically searched, collected, and sorted the historical and
cultural achievements of the university. It is intended to give readers an
overview and impression on HPU. It is hoped that the book may serve
as a corridor leading you to a better understanding of HPU and become
an impetus for its future development.

On the occasion of the centennial celebration of the university, this
book in both Chinese and English will be of great significance to further
enhance the spiritual construction, promote cultural innovation, and
increase the speed of building HPU into a high-level teaching-research
university by holding High the Great Banner of Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics, and advocating the strategy of “Boost-up Status via
Culture” in universities and colleges.

September 2009
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